
Eastminster Welcomes Bruce Reyes-Chow 

On Sunday, February 12, we are honored to have Bruce Reyes-Chow preaching for our 
congregation.  Bruce is a native to Northern California, a pastor, father, husband, friend, 
social networker, blogger, teacher and previous Moderator of  the 218th General Assem-
bly of  the Presbyterian Church (USA).  

Bruce received his BA in Asian American Studies, Sociology and Religion from San 
Francisco State University in 1990 and received his Masters of  Divinity in 1995 from San 
Francisco Theological Seminary. He was the pastor of  Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
San Francisco from 1995-1999 and served as the founding pastor of  Mission Bay Com-
munity Church in San Francisco, California from 2000-2011. In 2011 he was given an 
honorary Doctor of  Divinity degree from Austin College and that same year was named 
the 2011 San Francisco Theological Seminary Distinguished Alumnus. 

Bruce is a prolific blogger and has a large social networking presence. He believes blog-
ging is a spiritual practice and that technology is essential to a young church. Leaders in 
the PC(USA) feel that he understands òthe way the world is changing, so he can help us 
feel less anxious and less resistant to change.ó 

Bruce is a contributing blogger for the progressive Christians section for Patheos (2011-
present), the religion section of  The Huffington Post (2011-present) and for City Brights 
on SFGate (2009-present), the online publication on the San Francisco Chronicle News-
paper. He currently serves on the Board of  Directors of  California Faith for Equality 
(2010ðpresent) and The Public Religion Research Institute (2009ðpresent). He is a fre-
quent speaker and lecturer on the impact of  social media and cultural changes on the 
church and has led events at Austin Theological Seminary, McCormick Theological Sem-
inary, and Columbia Theological Seminary.  

He currently lives in San Francisco where he has lived since 1989 with his wife and three 
daughters. When he isnõt busy touring the country, you can find him on his motorcycle, 
hanging out at a local coffee shop, or chauffeuring his 3 daughters around San Francisco. 

On Sunday evening, at the invitation of  the East Dallas Cluster of  churches, Bruce will 
be meeting with the youth of  Grace Presbytery at Lake Highlands Presbyterian Church 
from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.  

Eastminster Eagle 
   Volume 29, Issue 2 February 2012 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 



V o l u m e  2 9 ,  I s s u e  2  P a g e  2  

EEEASTMINSTERASTMINSTERASTMINSTER   EEEAGLEAGLEAGLE   

Mission at Eastminster 
Mission Thought For The Month:  
World Mission helps Presbyterians 
offer a witness to Jesus Christ in to-
dayôs world by sending mission per-

sonnel to face the challenges of evangelizing 
and continuing the historic emphasis of the 
Church.  In collaboration with U.S. Presbyteri-
ans and global partners, World Mission in-
spires, equips and connects communities of 
mission practice to engage in Godôs mission: to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, help 
the most vulnerableðwomen and children, and 
promote reconciliation within cultures of vio-
lence. 
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/world-mission/ 

EPC - What have we done lately: 

¶ We sponsored the Wilkinson Center Christ-
mas Present Distribution Center in our fel-
lowship hall on December 21st from 4 to 7 
pm.  Seventy-seven pre-selected families 
came to EPC and using their Wilkinson 
Bucks the parents were able to pick out gifts 
for their children.  There were 217 children 
which received over 540 gifts.  The gifts 
were then gift wrapped in a wrapping room.  
EPC provided the youth room for the chil-
dren that were brought by their parents.  
Cookies and drinks were provided by Bobbe 
Brown, Christine Blair, and Jack Lucas.  
John Sill, Sherry Holloman and Gary Hollo-
man helped with the set-up and organiza-
tion. 

¶ We continue to collect paper, aluminum 
cans, printer cartridges, eye glasses, food 
for the EPC food pantry.  The paper can be 
placed in the outside paper receptacle be-
hind the church.  The aluminum cans can be 
placed in the large container in the court-
yard.  The other items can be placed in their 
appropriate receptacle in the main hallway 
under the Mission Committee bulletin board.  
Thanks for being so devoted to this project 
and remember to bring these items from 
your home or office. 

¶ Please continue to support the Pleasant 
Grove Food Pantry.  Michele Pappas and 
Meg Hamilton are the contacts for this agen-
cy.  Many of our members have volunteered 
at  the pantry during the Month of January.  
http://pleasantgrovefoodpantry.org/ 

EPC - What will we be doing: 

¶ We will be sponsoring the Souper Bowl of 

Caring food drive from January 16 - February 
5, 2012.  We will do it a little different this 
year.  You will be recruited by team captains 
to join a certain team.   The team captains 
are Frank Karlen, Jr. (Cowboys) and Matthew 
Bennett (Titans).  After you are recruited, 
then go out into your neighborhoods and 
businesses and have people donate to the 
Souper Bowl of Caring here at Eastminster.  
There are team receptacles placed in the fel-
lowship hall.  Please deposit the food items in 
your team's receptacle.  If you have money to 
donate, place it in an envelope and write your 
team name on the envelope so your team will 
be credited.  Please deliver money to the 
church office or deposit the envelope during 
the church offering time. The team that raises 
the most will be rewarded by having their 
team jersey with all of their players signatures 
on it displayed in the ñHall of Fameò.  To con-
vert food items to cash value we will use a 2 
to 1 ratio (2 cans = $1.00).   If you don't want 
to play on a team then you can still contribute 
by donating money or food items to the team 
of your choice.  If you are a Dallas Cowboy 
fan, they can still win the Souper Bowl for 
2012. 
You can make it happen! 

¶ Happy Birthday!  We at Eastminster have an 
opportunity to help celebrate birthdays for 10 
residents at the Grace Presbyterian Village in 
south Dallas for the month of March.  EPC 
has volunteered to provide cakes and cook-
ies and birthday cards to the residents.  We 
need volunteers to deliver and set-up for the 
celebration at the village on Wednesday, 
March 28th.  Transportation will be provided 
from Eastminster to the village.  We would 
leave from the church at 11:45 am and would 
arrive at the village at 12:30 p.m. and set-up 
for the celebration.  The desserts and cards 
would be given to the residents from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  We should return to the 
church around 3:00 p.m.  Come and be a part 
of this celebration! 

If you have a neighbor in need please let us 
know.  That is one of our callings at Eastminster.  
We will organize a work force that can clean, 
landscape and complete light repairs to homes.  
We are waiting for your call.  

Blair Garrett 
EPC Mission Committee 
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BLESSINGSS GALORE 
for Henry and Glenda Owen  

On the day after Thanksgiving, 2011, I was deter-
mined to get at least some items back in place af-
ter having to move quite a lot of stuff for some 
work to be done.  Went well for a little while until 
I got side-tracked (as usual) by helping Henry 
clear leaves from the patio. Then I made more 
progress until a certain shelf got my attention to 
examine several interesting items. The most spe-
cial was an envelope with a poem I had written 
(in 1986) that I did not even remember writing!  

An Opening Bud  

I had a son one day who wanted to do it his way.  

I tried to make him share-be a friend, move over, 
make room for another.  

My urging brought forth dirty looks and an un-
spoken questioning òwhy?ó 

He wasn't ready to be unselfish;  
but, I wanted him to learn the joy  of a giv-
ing/sharing life.  

My reward came soon when he took the initiative 
to step aside and let someone else go ahead.  

And he was proud enough to point out to me 
that fact!  

He was just a bud-just beginning to open.  

And God saw that bud and thought it was lovely-  
one that He needed in His bouquet - my son 
who gave up òhis own wayó! 

I may not remember writing this but I do remem-
ber the events of February 1965. Reading this po-
em brought back memories of òblessings galoreó 
- a feeling of gratitude for knowing that God had 
worked in his life (and maybe pride for knowing 
that some of my parenting skills had taken root.)  

Through this accidental death we became the re-
cipients of overflowing blessings as our congrega-
tion in Reisterstown, MD, upheld us through 
prayers, visits, and so much food that we had to 
ask some to keep it in their freezers. That evening 
our Pastor, Ed Rosser and Kitty, Bob Smith, a 
recent new Dad, George and Barbara Reimer, and 
others sat in our living room. I felt I needed the 
time of having an open casket during the service. 
Two fellows, Gene Will and Marty Amundson, 
even drove us from Reisterstown to Roanoke, 
VA, for burial in the Salem cemetery while other 
friends kept our two younger children. Dear 

friends, Bill and Jackie Moses and Nick and Janie Nich-
ols, from the church where I had worked, were most sup-

portive. Friend, Fray Blain, brought her umbrella-for the 
òshowers of blessingsó!  

Our òThank Youó article that Henry wrote for the 

church newsletter emphasized Galatians 6:2 - òBear each 
others burdens and so fulfill the law of Christó - which 
everyone had done!!!  

In all of this I sensed that our many young couples were 
establishing a closer bond with their children. (Many had 
a son named David!) That helped me to accept one rea-
son for this accidental drowning in a partially thawed 
pond of ice where the family of David's Kindergarten 
friend had been ice skating only a few days earlier. So, the 
boys thought they could do the same!  

On the afternoon that it happened I was trying to finish a 
lesson in my òby mailó Art course.  Nothing looked right. 
The little turtle we had bought a few days earlier kept fall-
ing from the bridge in the dish of water.  The Manager of 
the Apartments came by to install a òsilent light switchó 
in the kitchen.  I kept hearing sirens of the fire engines 
racing north on Reisterstown Road-not knowing they 
were headed to Glyndon where they had been called to 
try to rescue our son.  But, I knew by the time the Police 
knocked on the kitchen door and asked òDid you have a 
son named David?ó  My answer: òHe's gone!ó  I was 
calm enough to call Mother, Velma Bailey Selman, who 
was with her other daughter, Dot Rider, for her alternat-
ing stay.  I asked if they were sitting down!  It was Moth-
er's first òflightó! 

I remember asking our pastor's wife, Catherine Rosser, if 
I would hold a tight rein on our other two children or 
would I be able to give them just enough freedom to de-
velop their own potential within God's plan. Robert and 
Teresa are now 51 and 50 and are doing well.  Thanks be 
to God. 

The food situation prompted me and my friend, Velvia 
Goodrich, to start òorganizingó the food to be taken to 
families in times of sorrow or sickness.  At the prompting 
of another friend, Marjorie Chandler, Velvia and I started 
making dish gardens with donations of plants and flower 
pots for the sick or sorrowing, etc... One lady that we had 
visited, Mrs. Sparhawk, was surprised when she visited 
me that I remembered her loss of a child. 

This has been typed with one eye closed (double vision 
problem) in remembrance of the birth of David Carring-
ton Owen on 1-15-1959. So, òCount your blessings, 
name them one by one, and it will surprise you what the 
LORD hath done.ó 
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LENTEN 
STUDY 2012 

Begins 
Wednesday, 

February 29, 2012 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
(5:30 meal in the 
Fellowship Hall) 
Church Parlor 

In Open to Me the Gates, Gradye 
Parsons, stated clerk of  the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) explores 
how gates are conceptually used 
throughout the Bible.  These 
places of  entry, found in both 
Old and New Testament stories, 
are often metaphors for modern 
Christian beliefs and practices, 
such as justice and equality. 

The cost of  the book is $9.  
Please make checks to Eastmin-
ster Presbyterian Church, with 
òLenten Studyó marked in the 
memo section of  your check.  Re-
turn these or cash to the church 
office.   

Report From 
your Worship Committee 

Your Worship Committee is already 
hard at work to continue making the  
worship experience meaningful to 
each of you.  In looking at our needs, 

we have several purchases that will need to be made in the 
near future. 

We are pleased to tell you that we have 
now received enough contributions to 
purchase 103 new hymnals. Our goal is 
to purchase 300 regular hymnals as well 
as organist and large print versions. The 
hymnals will be ordered within the next 
few months.  If you would like to pur-
chase one or more as a gift to the 
church, to honor or in memory of a 
loved one, please consider doing that as 
soon as possible.  The cost is $20 per 
hymnal. 

We are also investigating purchasing a 
new Christmon tree. We have already received a generous 
contribution of $500 to purchase the tree, but after looking 
into the prices of buying a new one, it will cost more in the 
neighborhood of $1100 to replace our current tree. If you 
would like to be a part of beautifying our sanctuary during ad-
vent and Christmas, please consider contributing towards the 
purchase of a new tree.  
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Last month on Janu-
ary 15, the choir sang 
an anthem òHe 
Comes To Usó writ-
ten by Dallas com-
poser Jane Marshall.  
For 25 years are more 

Jane was the Director of  Music at North 
Haven Methodist Church and taught 
some semesters in the Music Department 
at SMU.  I had the privilege of  having 
been in some classes with Jane when she 
was working on her Masterõs degree in Sa-
cred Music at SMU.  She was a very posi-
tive person and had a great sense of  hu-
mor.  She also had a very strong belief  
that the words in the sacred compositions 
she wrote were very important and with 
the music she hoped would allow God to 
speak to the listeners as well as the sing-
ers.  Jane devoted her entire life to sacred 
music and helping church musicians re-
gardless of  denomination. 

The anthem mentioned above happens to 
be one of  my favorite of  hers along with 
òMy Eternal Kingó with which she won 
the National Guild of  Organists composi-
tion contest.  òHe Comes to Usó use as its 
text the words of  Albert Schweitzer from 
his famous book òThe Quest for the His-
torical Jesusó   Dr. Schweitzer was a very 
educated German in medicine, theology, 
and music. His musical talent was great 
and the famous French organist Charles-
Marie Widor (at Saint-Sulpice, Paris).  He 
had a very promising career in both medi-
cine and theology both of  which he prac-
ticed with success.    But he felt the call 
Of  God to become a medical missionary 
to French Equatorial Africa now Gabon 
at the age of  30.  He spent the rest of  his 
life and his personal funds at what is now 
called the Albert Schweitzer Hospital in 
Lambaréné, Gabon.   He wrote several 

books on theology and was an expert on the mu-
sic of  J. S. Bach about whom he wrote and made 
several recordings of Bachõs music with some 
innovative recording techniques in the jungle.  
He continued to as a missionary and to play 
Bach until his death in September 1965 at the 
age of  90. 

Dr. Schweitzer could have not answered the call 
to be a missionary but he chose to do so and un-
der some very extreme living conditions made 
the best of  it and helped thousands of   people 
over his life time not only with physical healing 
but through spiritual healing and through music.  
The scripture lesson for the day we sang the an-
them John 1:43-51.  Jesus calls Philip and Na-
thanael.  Dr. Schweitzerõs words remind us that 
God is still calling us through Jesus to be disci-
ples where we are and maybe some to other 
fields of service.  The following is Schweitzerõs 
wonderful text.   

òHe comes to us as One unknown, 
without a name, as of  old, by the 
lakeside He came, He came to those 
men who knew Him not.  He speaks to 
us, He speaks the same word: ôFollow! 
Follow thou me!õ  And sets us to the 
tasks which He has to fulfill for our 
time.  He commands.  And to those 
who obey Him, whether they be wise 
of  simple, He will reveal Himself  in 
the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings 
which they shall pass through in His 
fellowship, and as ineffable mystery, 
they shall learn in their own experience 
Who He is.ó 

As Dr. Schweitzer and Jane Marshall learned, ex-
perienced, and followed Godõs call so may we 
and may what we do, though human and not al-
ways perfect be as Bach wrote on his sacred 
compositions, 

      òTo the Glory of Godó  
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KIDQUAKE  2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kidquake is a weekend of  fun and spiritual 
growth at Camp Gilmont.  The event provides 
an opportunity to retreat to the rustic forest 
beauty of Godõs creation and connect with 
children from other churches in Grace Presby-
tery.  Churches register as a group and provide 
their own adult sponsors.  Activities include 
Bible study and small group discussions, and a 
variety of  other fun camp-like events. 

The preferred camp date for Eastminster is 
April 20-22.  However, if  your child will not be 
able to attend this weekend, please contact 
Sherry about other possible dates. 

Students, grades 1 through 5 are invited to at-
tend.  The cost of  $115 per child per child in-
cludes 4 meals, housing, programming and a T-
shirt. 

It is well known that camp registrations fill 
quickly.  Soé.let Sherry know as soon as pos-
sible if  your child wants to attend.  Registra-
tion begins February 13.   

Be watching the mail and 
website for more information! 

A lesson for Dr. Fosdick 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick was a 

preacher, scholar and teacher who 

served Riverside Church in New York 

City in the first half of the 20th century. 

While walking one day, he stopped to 

talk with a young woman and her 4-year

-old daughter. As the conversation drew 

to a close, the preacher told the little girl 

to tell her father that she had spoken to 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick.  

The child responded by saying, ñTell 

your mother that you talked to Susie 

Smith.ò 

The alphabet prayer 

Many of us need to be more 

like the little girl whom the 

farmer found lost in his meadow. The 

farmer said to her, ñDo not cry; Iôll take 

you home.ò  

The little child snuggled up to him, and 

with a smile, said, ñI knew you would; I 

was waiting for you.ò  

ñWaiting for me?ò said the man. ñWhat 

made you think I was coming?ò  

ñI was praying you would,ò she said. 

ñPraying? When I first heard you, you 

were saying A-B-C-D-E-F-G.  What 

was that for?ò 

She looked up again and said, ñIôm just 

a little girl. I was praying all the letters 

of the alphabet and letting God put them 

together the way he wanted to.  He 

knows I was lost, and he knows how to 

put words together better than I do.ò 

ðHomiletics  
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