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Dear friends,

I am so full of joy right now and I want to share why. As I write this, I am fresh off an
amazing Wednesday with both St. Mark and Eastminster. You don’t get to see all that I get to
see. It is a rare gift to be involved in two amazing churches. There is so much life happening.
I just want to share my Wednesday experience.

It began at Eastminster with our 10:30 Bible study “Making Jesus My Teacher for Life.” We
continue in our walk through the Gospel of Matthew. Not only do we dig deeply into the
scriptures we share how Jesus is leading us in our walk of faith. Every week wonderful stories
are shared. As always, we ended with sharing prayer requests.

Afterward I met with the Christian Education committee along with a member of the
Outreach committee. We are planning a neighborhood tailgate party for October 23rd. One
of our new members brought a very exciting proposal of all the fun things that we will being
doing at this event for the congregation and our neighborhood. We left so full of purpose
and excitement. It’s gonna be a blast!

I went home to chill for a bit before the second part of my day began, then I took my
daughter and headed back to Eastminster for our newly begun Wednesday Night program.
We shared a delicious and conversation-filled potluck dinner. I got to greet our speaker for
the evening Rev. Dr. Perryn Rice, who I am told gave a fantastic and encouraging talk on
intergenerational church participation. I didn’t get to see it because my daughter and I headed
to St. Mark for WOW (Way Out Wednesdays). At the same time as the speaker, we also have
Kids4Jesus. So bring your kids and stay and enjoy.

When we arrived at St. Mark, the room was already filled with children and parents. I could
also hear the bell choir rehearsing. To my delight they were all wearing fake mustaches! It
tickled my spirit. We had a meal (yeah, I ate twice!). The kids (12 disciples to be precise)
continued their work on learning the 21-question catechism that I developed years ago for
the basketball ministry I was in. We sang our song “I Am a C.” Ask what it is and I will sing it
for you. Better yet ask one of the kiddos. They played a Bible Memory game, closed with
their inspirational Prayer Circle, and we invited everyone to “Bring a Friend” Sunday.
Meanwhile, I was headed to the St. Mark choir rehearsal. I could hear the handbell choir
finishing up their rehearsal.

Sixteen strong learned a song in Swahili for World Communion Sunday. The choir has such
joy and a deep sense of community. A choir member remarked, “The choir is what got us
through the Covid year.” They end every rehearsal by sharing joys and concerns. It gave me
joy knowing that the Eastminster Choir was also singing their hearts out at rehearsal 3 miles
away.

Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1
I picked up my daughter in the WOW

room. She showed me the prize she won, a
ring that says, “Faith Over Fear” The
weather was so pleasant that we lowered
the windows of the car, cranked up our
music, and sang all the way home.

I arrived at my house, and I sank into the
couch feeling full to the brim with joy. I
smiled and gave thanks to God for such a
marvelous Wednesday. Friends, I wish you
could all experience the fullness of the life
of these two churches. There is much joy
to be had on Wednesdays at Eastminster
and St. Mark. I never want to miss it.

Pastor Paul
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The program for Wednesday, October 23 is a

Tailgate partyl Come join the fun from 5:00 —

7:00 p.m. We’ll have beef hotdogs and all the
fixin’s. Members, can you provide sides to go
along with the hotdogs?

We’ll have games including a Quarterback
challenge, hopscotch, live tic tac toe, sidewalk
challenge, crafts, a cake walk, a pifiata, and
more. Let’s welcome our neighborhood on

this night.

Look for the signup sheet in the bulletin so

you can let us know if you’ll be there and what

you are able to provide.

We look forward to seeing you on October 23
at 5:00 p.m.
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Wednesday Nights at Eastminster

Wednesday Nights are going well. We had
outstanding speakers in September. We heard
from Jane Els who talked with us about listening
and experiencing the Holy Ghost. We need to
get alone and be still sometimes so we can hear
the Holy Spirt talking to us. We heard from
Perryn Rice who talked with us about being
intergenerational churches. We need to be sure
that we are offering opportunities for our
younger and older generations. We need to make
sure that everyone has a purpose and are needed
in the church and in life. Come and join us
October 16 for a night of games and fellowship.

October will be just as wonderful as September,
with the following events and speakers:

October 2—Gabriella Owen from Heartpaths.

October 9—Kenney Rigoulot from Gilmont.
Kenny has had many formative faith experiences
at Gilmont and is excited about doing all that he
can to invite others to grow closer to God,
creation, others, and themselves. As an ordained
pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA), Kenny
loves to preach, teach, pastor, and worship and
have fun with people of all ages. He enjoys
meeting new people and is passionate about
inviting others to participate, partner with,
promote, and support Gilmont.

October 16—Game Night

October 23—Neighborhood Tailgate Party
on the parking lot

October 30—Lil Smith is director and co-
founder of Retreat House, a day retreat and
spirituality center in Richardson, TX. Lil is
active in the Presbyterian Church, USA, Spiritual
Directors International, Spiritual Ministries
Institute, Richardson Interfaith Alliance (RIA),
Soul Metrics, and Compassionate DFW.
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Treasurer Time

The church was in the black
by about $20,000 as of
August 31, 2024 due to the
generosity of our members
and the careful use of our
resources. This is much
better than the $11,000 loss
expected in the budget as of that date. The
detailed financial statements are posted on the
Stewardship bulletin board in the hallway just
outside the conference room, or they can be
emailed to you upon request.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The church collected its largest ever Mother’s
and Father’s Day offerings of $1,400, it was
divided evenly between Dallas Meals on
Wheels and Faith Hospice. Our generous
members have been giving above and beyond
to support the Skyline students, a family in
need at the Pleasant Grove Food Pantry, and
adding to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to
help families in need. At Eastminster, when
someone shares a need, members always step
up to supply for it. Praise God for the giving
Spirit of our people!

Our reserves at the Texas Presbyterian
Foundation (TPF) continue to remain stable.
We are regularly monitoring the markets and
the investment portfolio for Eastminster to
insure fiscal responsibility for the future.

Regarding 2024 pledges, of the $231,120 that
was pledged (20 families made pledges),
$173,270 has been fulfilled as of September 9,
2024. About 80% of these pledges come from
only 4 families making our giving very
concentrated. According to the Presbyterian
Foundation, our church finances would be
healthier if we were not so dependent on only
a few families. The rental income from St.
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Peter’s Anglican Church, Face It
Counseling and others has provided
important resources this year to help
us afford and maintain our property.

The Lord has given us these
resources to use for His glory, if you
want to be a part of the many uses
tfor them, get involved in one of the
Six committees and prayerfully
consider where He is calling you to
serve and how you can share your
talents and these gifts with our

neighbors.

As always, if you have any questions
or concerns about FEastminstet’s
tinancial situation, please reach out to
the Stewardship Committee or me
personally by phone, 214-402-3152,
or email at treasurer@
eastminsterdallas.org.

Glory to God,

Cindy Garrett
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World Communion Sunday

will be observed on Sunday,

" October 6. As I was

otes From planning the music based

Fred . the Scriptures for the

day and communion observance, it dawned on

me that I really didn’t remember much about

how and why the day started so 1 looked up
some of the history and reasons.

In 1933, Rev. Dr. Hugh T. Kerr, a minister at the
Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, initiated an idea that he had
conceived during his tenure as moderator of the
General Assembly in 1930. Dr. Kert's vision was
to bring churches together in a service of
Christian unity, providing inspiration and
information to all participants and emphasizing
the interconnectedness of the Church of Jesus
Christ and its congregations. His son explained
that the concept originated as an effort within
the Division of Stewardship at Shadyside
Presbyterian  Church. In 1936, the US
Presbyterian Church adopted the day, and it
spread to other denominations. In 1940, the
Federal Council of Churches (now the National
Council of Churches) adopted it for all member
denominations. Jesse Moren Bader endorsed
World Communion Sunday and led the
movement to promote it to Christian churches
wotldwide. The Methodist Church, a member
of the Council of Churches, adopted the day in
1940, and it quickly spread throughout the

Church and its missions worldwide.

In 1950, the World Council of Churches
officially adopted the day. The World Council of
Churches 1s a council of churches focusing on
global matters, similar to how the National
Council of Churches focuses on national
matters. Its challenges are more intricate due to
the diversity of languages and cultures and the
necessity to collaborate with numerous other
ecumenical organizations. The WCC consists of

200 Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old

Catholic churches from over eighty
countries. It was established in August
1948, during an assembly in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. The Catholic Church
and some Orthodox churches do not
participate in worldwide communion.

During World Communion Sunday, it
always gives me pause to think that in a
twenty-four-hour  period, Christians
around the world are observing the day. In
our church service, the choir will sing an
anthem, For Everyone Born, that includes
the line “there’s room at the table of the
Lord,” accompanied by Melody Davis and
teaturing our congregation’s favorite cello
player, Carlos Vargas. The choir will also
sing a communion anthem, One Bread, One

Body, during the offering.

World Communion Sunday is a powerful
reminder of the mission of the Christian
faith and of our shared beliefs. Just think
about all the different languages that the
liturgy, hymns, and anthems will be used
on Sunday, October 6. It is a beautiful
celebration of our unity in diversity with
the world’s Christian communities, where
every voice and language is a part of the

global chorus of faith.

World C

ommunion Sunday
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Puzzlel

Use the words provided to complete the puzzle.
Then write the numbered words in the correct
blanks below to complete Psalm 104:24, NIV.

WORDS
EARTH, CREATURES,
MADE, THEM, 1 2 3
FULL, HOW,
LORD, YOUR 4

ACROSS

2. Rhymes with gem.

4. Rhymes with cow.

7. Rhymes with features.
8. Rhymes with cord.

DOWN

1. Rhymes with pour.
3. Rhymes with fade.
5. Rhymes with worth.
6. Rhymes with pull.

many are works, !
4 1 8

In wisdom you all;

the is of your

) 6 7

Psalm 104:24, NIV
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“The fullness of joy is to behold
God in all” —]Julian of Norwich

“It 1s great wisdom to know how
to be silent”” —John of the Cross

“Not seeing results? Feel like
giving up? Consider this: The last
thing to grow on a fruit tree ... is
the fruit.” —Unknown

“Too many Christians know
they’re saved — but that
assurance just doesn’t make it

from their brain to their face.”
—H.B. LLondon

The beart of a volunteer

A daughter had just helped her
90-year-old mother through the
complex process of moving from
and selling the family home. Now
in a senior living center, the once-
active woman was adjusting to her
new surroundings and lifestyle.

As the daughter finalized
arrangements, she tactfully
brought up matters of nutrition.
Hoping her mom would accept
some help, she asked, “What
about Meals on Wheels?”

Mom replied, “No, dear. I don’t
think I can volunteer for them
anymore.”
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MY FAVORITE HYMN

If you still haven’t given me your favorite hymn,
praise, gospel, or camp song and why it is your
favorite, you «can email me at
fred.castminster@yahoo.com, or better, you can
fill out the form in the Narthex or bulletin and
hand it to me or put it in the offering plate or
my box in the office.

From Cindy Garrett My Shepherd Will Supply My
Need and from Kathleen Seymour _Amazing
Grace.

My Shepherd  Will
Supply My Need,
W”l Supply G%éJ#SO;,/by Issac
OOVAACET R Watts  (1674-1745).
Wiatts first published
the hymn (poem) in 1719 with two other
renditions of the 23rd Psalm. In his lifetime,
he wrote fifteen renditions of the Psalm. It was
sung to several different tunes, but in 1832, it
was wed to Resignation, and in 1854 to a revision
of the tune in the hymnal Sowuthern Harmony.
This is the most used tune with this hymn in
the 20th century and to the present.

Watts is called the “Father of English
Hymnody” because he wrote his hymns to
accompany other tunes rather than strict metric
music. Watts, whose father was a
Nonconformist, studied at the Dissenting
Academy at Stoke Newington, London, which
he left in 1694. In 1696 he became tutor to the
family of Sir John Hartopp of Stoke
Newington (a center of religious dissent) and
of Freeby, Leicestershire, and preached his first
sermons in the family chapel at Freeby. He was
appointed as an assistant to the minister of
Mark Lane Independent (i.e., Congregational)
Chapel in London in 1699, and in March 1702,
he became the full pastor. He was known to be
an inspiring preacher. Due to a breakdown in
health in 1712, he went to stay with Sir Thomas

My Shepherd

VOLUME 41,

IssuE 10

Abney in Hertfordshire, intending to visit
for a week, but he ended up staying with

the Abney's for the rest of his life. He
wrote over 750 hymns.

This well-loved psalm has been rephrased
by various authors, but Watts's version is
considered one of the most beautiful and
tender. In the preface to his Psalms of
David, he expressed his aim to infuse the
Psalms with New Testament theology, as
he believed David would have done if he
had lived during Christianity. Chris
Fenner’s analysis of the hymn for the
Hymnology Archive follows: “In My
Shepherd Will Supply My Need, Watts subtly
references inter-testament themes, such as
the living water Jesus offered and the idea
of God supplying all needs. In the second
stanza, he elaborates on the original
Psalmist's "paths of righteousness" by
depicting a journey of wandering and
being led back by truth and grace.
Additionally, he equates God's name with
God's mercy. In the third stanza, Watts
substitutes "A word of thy supporting
breath" for the original Psalmist's mention
of comfort from the rod and staff. Finally,
he clarifies the idea of dwelling in the
house of the LLord forever by likening it to
being at home as a child, which echoes
the promise of becoming children of
God as stated in John 1:12” For his
paraphrase, Watts provided extra notes,
with additional New Testament
connections, as follows: “The oil or
ointment that was used of old to anoint
and perfume the head, in the sense and
language of the New Testament, must
signify the communications of the Holy
Spirit, which is called the anointing, 1
John 2:20, 27, as I have explained it in the
long metre, and Psalm 45:7 with John 3:34
approves it.”
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Cindy writes it is one of her favorites because:
“When we did a hymn of the month years ago,
I was in the choir, it was the year when Laura
(Karlen/Russell) had a brain tumor; when we
sang the hymn all of the sopranos would cry
thru it all month long. I’ll never forget it and 1
tear up every time we sing this. It reminds me
of God’s perfect provision then and always.”

The hymn _Amazing Grace S ey
GTG #649 is widely @ = & & C
recognized and has v amATi =
achieved a level of public ﬂNAZ‘NG :
awareness that few hymns , | : %e/
can match. While some HoW '
- SWEET

may mistake it for a folk -
song, Amazing Grace is an 7 V. HE:

eighteenth-century  hymn. 90% A

It appears in more than .

1,400 hymnals listed on Hymnary.org, which is
a higher number compared to other well-
known hymns. For example, Szent Night by
Joseph Mohr appears in 536 hymnals, Hob,
Hol, Holy by Reginald Heber in more than
1,200 hymnals, and Charles Wesley's O for a
Thousand Tongues to Sing in more than 1,200
hymnals. However, its widespread appeal
beyond Christian worship sets _Amazing Grace
apart. It has been sung in many musical styles
and even made the Top 10 Hits list in 1971
when Judy Collins recorded it in a somber,
hymn-like style for her album of the same
name. The impact of Amazing Grace on culture

at large was explored in the Bill Moyers PBS
production in 1990.

As an Anglican minister, John Newton wrote
many hymns including Amazging Grace. Amazing
Grace is part of the larger work Olney Hymmns,
published in 1779, that Newton wrote with the
poet William Cowper. In many ways, Amazing
Grace reflects Newtons conversion to the
Anglican faith. Despite being raised Christian,
Newton had largely abandoned the faith of his
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childhood until March 10, 1748, when
Newton was steering his slave ship
through a fierce thunderstorm when he
prayed to God. When he made it through
the storm, he attributed his safety to the
grace of God. This event started his
conversion and led to him eventually
becoming an Anglican clergyman in 1764.

It would require more space than we have
to analyze the verses of the hymn, the
influence of John Wesley's idea of "grace,"
and the most influential ideas of John
Calvin on Newton. The doctrine of the
"total depravity of man" and "irresistible
grace" from Calvin’s doctrine may help us
understand why Newton used the term "a
wretch like me." For some people who
sing the first stanza of the hymn today, the
word "wretch'" sticks in their throat. In the
past, some refused to sing it all together,
coming back in on the next verse.
Surprisingly, despite the temptation and, in
some denominations, calls for change in

the text, hymnal editors have
overwhelmingly retained the word
"wretch." Some editors, such as The

Hymmnal of The Evangelical United Brethren
Church (1957), substitute it with "That
saveth men like me!" (No. 231).

If you would like to know more about
John Newton and the Hymn and its use in
our culture, Steve Turnet's excellent
biography _Amazing Grace: The Story of
Americas Most Beloved Hymm (2001) is a
good place to start.

Kathleen Seymour says, “This is one of
her favorites she learned in her youth.”
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When Jesus asks a Samaritan woman for a drink, at
which site related to the ancient Israelites is he resting?

A. the edge of the Jordan River
B. beside the Red Sea

C. Jacob’s well

D. the Pool of Bethsaida

(‘9 uyo[ 29g) 1) :Fomsuy

IS

A Sunday school teacher sked her class,
“what was Jesus’ mother’s namer”

One child answered, “Mary.”’

The teacher then asked, “who knows
what Jesus’ father’s name wasr:

A little kid said, “Verge.”

Confused, the teacher asked, “Where did
you get that?”

The kid said, “Well, you know they are
always talking about Verge ‘n;” Mary.”

"I don't know where Cain and Abel went
for Thanksgiving, Son. I just know they
didn't go to Grandma's.”

Scripture Readings for October

1  Luke 5:12-26 12 Luke 8:16-25 23 Micah 3:9-4:5
2  Luke 5:27-39 13 Matt. 15:21-28 24 Luke 10:25-37
3 Luke 6:1-11 14 Luke 8:26-39 25 Luke 10:38—-42
4 Luke 6:12-26 15 Luke 8:40-56 26 Luke 11:1-13
5 Luke 6:27-38 16 Luke 9:1-17 27 Matt. 18:15-20
6 Matt. 14:1-12 17 Luke 9:18-27 28 Luke 11:14-26
7  Luke 6:39-49 18 Luke 9:28-36 29 Luke 11:27-36
8 Luke 7:1-17 19 Luke 9:37-50 30 Luke 11:37-52
9 Luke 7:18-35 20 Matt. 16:13-20 31 Luke 11:53-12:12
10 Luke 7:36-50 21 Luke 9:51-62

11 Luke 8:1-15 22 Luke 10:1-16
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Humble beginnings

True Christian religion does not begin at the
highest as all other religions do, but at the
lowest. Therefore whenever
you are concerned to think
and act about your salvation,
£ you must put away all specu-
lations about the Majesty, all
thoughts of works, traditions
and phllosophy — indeed, of the Law of
God itself.

And you must run directly to the manger and
the mother’s womb, embrace this Infant and
Virgin’s Child in your arms, and look at Him
— born, being nursed, growing up, going
about in human society, teaching, dying, ris-
ing again, ascending above all the heavens,
and having authority over all things.

—Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians

Total immersion

In college, I took an American Sign Lan-
guage class from a Deaf instructor who
couldn’t speak. On the first day, another staff
member explained that we’d be experiencing
total immersion. She left, and the classroom
remained silently engaged for the rest of the
semestet.

Creatively, the instructor began by writing
“same” and “different” on the whiteboard
and demonstrating those signs. Then he took
us through several examples where we were
to use the signs to identify what was the
same or different. That’s how he taught ASL,
graciously guiding us without audible voices.
We embraced a brand-new approach to com-
municating.

The church can do that too. We can use “all
that is within” us to praise God’s holy name
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(Psalm 103:1). We can get creative and
harness everything — all our senses — to
worship.

This might mean removing distractions,
learning a new style of music, using visu-
al arts or engaging with a different culture
— all while offering praise. Instead of
teeling bound by what’s familiar and
comfortable, try to be immersed and all-
in while worshiping the Lord!

—Janna Firestone

Common ground

“Christianity was never intended to be a
solo walk with God,” says pastor Jeremy
Basset. “A conversion to Christianity 1s
also incorporation in the body of Christ,
the church.”

That’s a fitting reminder as we observe
World Communion Sunday in Octobert.
Christians don’t take Holy Communion
alone; the very name of this sacrament
refers to unity with God and others. We
don’t baptize ourselves. We don’t learn
Scripture or Christian theology and histo-
ry alone. We can’t have Christian fellow-
ship by ourselves.

The New Testament is clear that one can-
not be a solitary Christian. We are mem-
bers of Christ’s body (Ephesians 5:30)
and “belong to the family of believers”
(Galatians 6:10, NIV). As you gather for
worship and receive Holy Communion,
thank God for “our
common salvation”
(Jude 3, ESV) grant-
ed to all followers
of Jesus.




A few years ago, in
Dawson, Texas, on
December 3td, a sweet
baby girl was born and
was named Nelda. Her
parents raised her in a
small country
community Methodist
church, which now is
registered as an historical building. Nelda goes
to visit the church in the reunion that is held
yearly to keep its historical status.  She
continued to be a2 member of the Methodist
denomination at Munger Place until the church
closed its doors. And because Eastminster is
close to her home, she chose to visit our
church and found a home!

"

Nelda Gentile

Today, Nelda has been retired for three years,
after spending the previous twenty-one years at
Walmart, where she had to work on Sundays.
Before that, she worked in Waco, with Reserve
Life Insurance Company. In Waco, Nelda met
and married her husband, and they moved to
Dallas, where she took a position with Mutual
of Omaha, supervising thirteen people during
her twenty years with that company.

Nelda and her husband adopted Victoria when
she was 4 V2 years old, and Nelda worked from
home for another four years while Victoria
struggled with some health issues.
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During earlier years, Nelda, in her love of
singing, sang with the Sweet Adelines, a
women’s barbershop harmony group, and
she once auditioned for the Dallas

Symphony Chorus!

Doing yardwork was a hobby she enjoyed,
but it is now too difficult to do. However,
she can still shop, another favorite thing
on her agendal She finds reading
enjoyable, also. Her favorite trips were
going to visit her in-laws in beautiful
upstate New
Y o r k .
Hershey, PA,
was another
of her
tavorite trips,
enjoying
Amish people
and their e
good  food!#

She  would
still love to 0

visit Ireland and Scotland, if she is able.

Nelda loves worshipping with all of us at
Eastminster, so stop by and greet her on
Sunday! Welcome, sweet Nelda!

Pleasant Grove Food Pantry for month of August, 2023

Date Families Adults Seniors Children — Total Persons Pounds
8/5 97 168 66 96 330 5150
8/6 225 428 154 322 904 9954
8/12 127 208 76 175 459 5555
8/13 229 364 165 265 794 11142
8/19 103 174 63 133 370 4079
8/20 237 435 152 312 899 15997
8/26 109 205 62 132 399 4195
8/27 273 495 179 376 1050 15126
1400 2477 917 1811 5205 71198
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OCTOBER

Birhdays

Nathan Eaton, Sr. 3 Chandra Anderson
Shitley Katlen 9 Melody Davis
Karen Martin 11 Philis Knox
Katie Karlen 15 Dick Knox
Tom Pappas
Isabella Venegoni 20 Sean Turner
Jacob Wood 21 Fred Watkins
Bruce Turner 22 Patience Uche
Evelyn Parker 25 Darlene West
di? OCTOBER
Anniversaries
Jacqueline & Talat Robert 10/10
Sue & Jim Bender 10/15
Cheryl & Danny Wood 10/21

Chandra & Mark Anderson  10/19

Pastor Rev. Dr. Paul Burns
Anna & Chatles Blair, Jr. 10/28 Director of Music Fred P. Watkins
Organist Melody S. Davis
Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson
Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez
Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Fall Work Day
Saturday, October 12th, 8§ am -1 pm

Please come help tidy up your church. You are invited to come
and work at the church October 12th from 8 am-1 pm. You
could come grab some breakfast before starting to work.

The projects that we have scheduled to do are as follows:

+ Install 7 Exit signs

+ Install 1 Dusk to Dawn exterior light

+ Paint HVAC exterior cages with black metal paint. (Paint,
brushes and tape will be provided)

+ Paint Entrance area to the Office double doors. (Paint,
brushes and tape will be provided)

+ Paint entrance area to the courtyard double doors. (Paint,
brushes and tape will be provided)

+ Trim Pistachio tree outside of office. (saws provided)

v

Special dates

+ Pastor Appreciation Month

+ World Communion Sunday, October 6, 2024
+ Columbus Day, October 14, 2024

+ Indigenous Peoples Day, October 14, 2024
Reformation Sunday, October 27, 2024
Reformation Day, October 31, 2024
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