
October 8, 2017 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 
You are invited to silently pray this prayer as preparation for worship. 

Great God, fill our hearts with gladness for the Scriptures, for the traditions and the 
teachings that have been passed down to us. Fill our minds with questions so that we 
can challenge the ways of the world and think differently so that we can follow you 
with full hearts. Fill our lives with the presence of one another, that we may know our 
neighbors and love them as ourselves. Help us to think differently, to love deeply, and 
to live in peace with one another, caring for those in need as our brother and sister. In 
the name of Jesus the Christ, our Brother, our Friend, and our Savior, we pray.  Amen. 

E a s t m i n s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
Embracing the Word...Celebrating the Word...Reflecting the Word... 
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EASTMINSTER SCHEDULE  

The Neighborhood Breakfast every Saturday 

Choir Practice every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 8 
  8:30 a.m. - Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m. - Church School for all Ages 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day 

Youth lunch at the Arboretum 

Tuesday, October 10 
  7:00 p.m. - EPW Meeting 

Friday, October 13 
10:00 a.m. - Seniors’ Day Out, movie & Lunch 

Sunday, October 15 
..8:30 a.m. - Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m. - Church School for all Ages 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day 
12:15 p.m. - Session Meeting 

Monday, October 16 
Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, October 18 
11:00 a.m. - Advent Study 
  5:30 p.m. - Light Supper 
  6:30 p.m. - Advent Study 

Sunday, October 22 
  8:30 a.m. - Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m. - Church School for all Ages 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day 
12:15 p.m. - Youth lunch and Cathy’s Critters 
CCC Fellowship Luncheon at CiCi’s Pizza 

following Worship 

Wednesday, October 25 
11:00 a.m. - Advent Study 
  5:30 p.m. - Light Supper 
  6:30 p.m. - Advent Study 

LAST SUNDAY’S RECORDS 

Attendance  70 

Christian Education Total 35 

Neighborhood Breakfast  

Offering for the Week $4,650.00 

2016 Average Monthly Expense $29,571.00 

Welcome!  Let us know that you are 

here.  Please fill out the Registration of 
Attendance pad at the end of the pew.  If you 
are worshiping here for the first time or the 
hundredth time, we are glad you are here. 

The nursery is staffed with loving caregivers 
and is available for children through age 4.  A 
pager system is provided to keep you in 
touch, should you be needed during the 
service, and a Child Protection Policy is in 
place here at Eastminster. If you are 
unfamiliar with the building, an usher will be 
pleased to direct you. 

Worship bags with worship-related materials 
are available for young children.  The bags 
are in a basket in the narthex. 

At the Time for Young Disciples during the 
service, all children are invited to come to 
the chancel.  After the Time for Young 
Disciples, children 4 and younger may go to 
the nursery and the older children may 
return to the pews. 

Please remember to turn off or silence your 
cell phone. 

The following conventions are used in the 
worship service.  An asterisk (*) invites you to 
stand if you wish.  Items printed in bold are 
for the congregation to sing or say.  Pew 
Bibles and Lift Up Your Heart (“LUYH”) may 
be found under the seats. 

THOSE WHO SERVE 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 

Director of Christian Education Kathy Kreger 

Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Lay Reader Sean Turner 

Attendance Reviewer Doris LaPorte 

Our Invitation 

An invitation is extended to 
all to reconsider your 

relationship to God through 
Jesus Christ and his church.  

If you are not vitally 
involved in a local 

congregation, perhaps 
Eastminster is a place 

where you may worship, 
learn, find fellowship and 

serve.  We receive 
members by profession of 

faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, 
by transfer of membership, 
or by reaffirmation of the 

faith you have professed in 
another church.  Please 
indicate your interest on 

the registration of 
attendance pad and the 
pastor will contact you. 

Worship at Eastminster 



GREETING 

VOLUNTARY “Built on a Rock” arr. Edward Broughton 
Melody Davis 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 394 “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” (Regent’s Tune) 

*OPENING SENTENCES  from Psalm 19 
As God’s design is so visibly present in nature, so it is realized in the divine plan for 
our lives.  

For God’s law is perfect, reviving the soul; and the decrees of God are sure and 
trustworthy, giving wisdom to all. 

The principles of God are right and true, rejoicing the heart; 
God’s commandments are clear, enlightening our eyes and our minds; 

the holiness of God fills us with awe and endures forever; 
God’s laws are truly just and altogether righteous. 

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to 
you, O God, our rock and our redeemer. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Dear God, we humbly confess that misunderstandings and wrongdoings have 
mired us down and dimmed our witness to your grace and power.  Help us open 
ourselves to your holy breath blowing upon us and rekindling your fire within us 
that we may be witnesses to Christ’s lasting peace and reconciliation.  Hear our 
prayer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

RESPONSE 583 “Glory to God” 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
God of life, of peace, of wonders that will not cease, may the power of your Spirit 
be present with us now in the hearing, understanding and living out of your Word. 
Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Pew Bible, page 198) Philippians 3: 4b-14 

ANTHEM “The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of God” Joseph Haydn 
Sanctuary Choir; Trio:  Michele Pappas, Sean Turner, Steve O’Neil 

NEW TESTAMENT READING (Pew Bible, page 24) Matthew 21:33-46 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  

*HYMN 621 “I Will Call upon the Lord” (Sing Twice, 1st time only Part 1; 2nd both) 

SERMON “Not There Yet, But Still Running” Sherry Holloman 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH inspired by 1 John  
We believe in God the Father,  

who reveals his love to us in Christ. 
We believe in God the Son,  

who pours out God's Holy Spirit on us. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

who teaches us God's truth. 
We believe in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY “I Need Thee Every Hour” arr. Steven Scott 
Melody Davis 

*RESPONSE 605 “Praise To God the Father” 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
God of law and God of grace: You’ve asked little, and we fall so short. As we bring 
our gifts today, we come with the deepest gratitude for your love that doesn’t let 
us go, even when we fail. We pray that we may be found by you, far from perfect, 
but standing on your amazing grace! We ask this in the holy name of Jesus, the 
Christ. Amen. 

GOING INTO THE WORLD WITH GOD’S WORD 

*DISMISSAL AND BENEDICTION  
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN 463 “How Firm a Foundation” 

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

S E R V I C E  F O R  T H E  L O R D ’S  DAY  
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time October 8, 2017  – 11:00 a.m. 


