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WORSHIPFUL WAYS AND TONS OF FUN 

At a glance, many of  the wonderful ministries we celebrate, and an 
invitation to come worship, study, serve and play with us as we walk with 
the Spirit in this amazing faith journey.  

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 
November 4, 2018 

Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of  witnesses, let us throw off  everything that 
hinders us and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us with our eyes fixed on Christ.   Hebrews 12: 1-2 

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of  Common Worship: 

òThe Faithful of Every Generationó  

All Saintsõ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the ages have 
faithfully served the Lord. The day reminds us that we are part of  one 
continuing, living communion of  saints. It is a time to claim our kinship 
with the òglorious company of apostles é the noble fellowship of 
prophets é the white-robed army of martyrs.ó  It is a time to express our 
gratitude for all who in ages of  darkness kept the faith, for those who have 
taken the gospel to the ends of  the earth, for prophetic voices who have 
called the church to be faithful in life and service, for all who have 
witnessed to Godõs justice and peace in every nation.  To rejoice with all 
the faithful of  every generation expands our awareness of  a great company 
of  witnesses above and around us like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1). It lifts us 
out of  a preoccupation with our own immediate situation and the 
discouragements of  the present. In the knowledge that others have 
persevered, we are encouraged to endure against all odds (Hebrews 12:1-2).  

Reminded that God was with the faithful of  the past, we are reassured that God is 
with us today, moving us and all creation toward Godõs end in time. In this 
context, it is appropriate for a congregation on All Saintsõ Day to commemorate 
the lives of  those who died during the previous year. 

This year, we remember with thanksgiving the good and faithful lives of  our  
brother and sister in Christ: 

Wilbur Pearce and Marilyn Price  
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The Longest Night: 
A Service of  Light in the Midst of  Darkness 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018, 6:30 p.m. 
Eastminsterõs Chapel 

You are invited to experience a meditative worship 
service, called The Longest Night, that takes time for sharing our hurting places with 
God, preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ, sharing the Lordõs Supper gathered 
as the family of  God, and remembering our loved ones who are no longer with us,  
whether that be because of  death, broken relationships, distance.  The service is also a 
reminder that we are not alone in our fears, our isolations, our despairs.    

The Longest Night Service offers space and time to acknowledge our sadness and 
concern and to remember the promise in EmmanueléGod is with uséalways. 

 
THE VILLAGE NEWS 

Eastminster Christmas Village 
A Church-wide Mission Event for Members and Friends! 

Saturday, December 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

THIS CHRISTMAS VILLAGE IS FOR EVERYONE!!!  

All church members and friends are invited to come and share in the festivities and the 
meal on this wonderful Saturday.   We certainly celebrate 10 beautiful families, but we also 
celebrate those of  you who have supported the Village mission outreach through your 
prayers, time, money, creativity. 

Itõs time again to bring the Spirit of Christ back into Christmas as we open our hearts and 
doors to guests participating in the Eastminster Christmas Village 2018!    

There are Bibles to be gifted, the Christmas story to be read, crafts to be created, pictures 
to be framed, games to play, songs to sing, food to eat and loads of  laughter and many 
memories to be made!   Can you feel the excitement?  

Because of  the generosity of  so many of  you, your friends, co-workers, families and 
other giving organizations, we are blessed to once again provide this fun ministry to 10 
families from our Pleasant Grove Food Pantry friends. 

Do you know someone who is looking for a church home that believes in òdoing the 
work of the Lordó hand-in-hand with talking about it?  Invite them to volunteer or come 
to the event, and I promise, the Spirit will be present!   

Be watching for the òangelsó and expect to be blessed as you are a blessings! 
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The Eastminster Eagle  

Only 1 more issue in the mass mailing, 
then the Newsletter will be online, 
available at Eastminster, and mailed to 
those of  you who cannot get to 
Eastminster.  Our last bulk mailing of  
the Eastminster Eagle will be the 
December 2018 issue (mailed in 
November). 

The Genius of Generosity 

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been 
credited with the insight that òthere is a 
certain genius in generosity.ó He 
explains that when we open our hands 
ñ figuratively speaking ñ to allow 
something to pass through our fingers, 
rather than holding it with tightly 
clenched fists, God can give us new 
blessings.  

òGod cannot pour more into hands that 
are already clinging tightly to what they 
hold,ó says Wellman. Whether material 
goods or time, ideas or talents, money 
or energy, the gifts God has given us so 
generously are to be shared just as freely 
with others. With our hands continually 
open to receive, give and receive again, 
Godõs genius cycle of generosity goes 
on and on.  

 

Self-Care for the Sake of Others 

In light of  Matthew 22:39, where Jesus says 
we should love our neighbors as ourselves, 
Rozella Hayd®e White writes: òI believe 
that we are called to love ourselves so that 
we can love our neighbor. I believe that 
loving God leads to loving self. When we 
love self, we practice how we are called to 
love others. Then when we love others, we 
love the incarnate God. And this cycle 
continues, leading us deeper into love with 
the One who is love.ó  

Unfortunately, many Christians have been 
taught that loving oneself  is, well, selfish. 
But White understands self-care not as 
being self-serving but as recognizing 
oneself  as a holy, beloved dwelling place 
for God.  

She asks, òWhat if God has been inviting 
you not just to rest but to remember that 
you are first called to love God and love 
yourself? What if  living out the 
commandments in that order gives you 
boundless energy to love others?ó 



November brings us to the 
end of  the Liturgical year.  
We celebrate several things 
in this month.  Our 
commitment of  talent, time, 

and money to God and the work of  
Eastminster and beyond.  We, along with 
other denominations, religions and the 
Nation, pause to give thanks to God for all 
that has been done for us.  As Christians we 
celebrate the end of  the Liturgical year with 
Christ the King Sunday.  I have written in 
previous notes about the beginnings of  
Christ the King Sunday in 1925 from the 
Roman Catholic church and spread to other 
Christian churches as the world was 
engulfed in economic turmoil and then a 
world war and continues in turmoil to this 
day. 

It is a Sunday when we usually sing òAll Hail 
the Power of Jesus Name,ó Glory to God 
hymnal 263 and òCrown Him with Many 
Crowns,ó Glory to God 268, text by Matthew 
Bridges (1854).  Bridges, like several others, 
was in the Anglican Church and then 
became a Roman Catholic.  It was a period 
known in church history as the Oxford 
Movement in England. Followers of  the 
movement studied current and ancient 
history of  the Christian church, its doctrine 
and its liturgy.  They discovered many Greek 
and Latin hymns from the earliest centuries 
of  the Christian church. Many of  those 
hymns were translated and some are still in 
hymnals today.  One such hymn in our Glory 
to God, 108 is òOf the Fatherõs Love 
Begottenó one of many translated in in our 
hymnal by John Mason Neale, a member of  
the Oxford Movement. 

Mathew (his original spelling) Bridges (1800-
1894), was born in Essex England and later 
lived in Quebec, Canada returning to 

England just before his death. 

To quote Dr. Harold Hawn, professor 
emeritus of Sacred Music, SMU òIf there 
was ever a hymn that suited Christ the 
King Sunday (last Sunday before Advent 
begins a new Christian Year), it is this 
hymn. The original six stanzas mention 
six crowns: òCrown him . . . the Lamb 
upon the throneó (stanza one) drawn 
from Revelation 22:1; òCrown him the 
Virginõs Sonó (original stanza two) (note 
from Fred: the stanza that kept it from 
protestant use for a number of  years); 
òCrown him the Son of Godó (original 
stanza three); òCrown him the Lord of 
Loveó (original stanza four); òCrown him 
the Lord of Peaceó (original stanza five); 
and òCrown him the Lord of Yearsó 
(original stanza six).ó 

Bad, good or great texts cannot survive 
without a stirring tune. DIADEMATA 
(meaning òcrownsó) is the tune that was 
written by Sir George Job Elvey (1816-
1893) for this hymn when it was 
published in the Appendix of  Hymns 
Ancient and Modern in 1868.  The 
hymnologist J.R. Watson agrees with most 
when he observes, òDIADEMATA 
makes a magnificent setting for the text, 
march-like and joyful without ever 
becoming mechanical or strident.ó The 
popular tune appears once in Glory to God 
but in some hymnals is used for four or 
more hymn texts.  

The choir will sing òCrown Him Lord of 
Alló by Mary Lightfoot.  She has used 
parts of Bridgesõ text as well as òAll Hail 
the Power of Jesus Nameó to create a 
stirring anthem of  joy and faith. 

Sing out on this celebration of  what God 
has done for us through Jesus! 
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òA single grateful thought toward 
heaven is the most complete 
prayer.ó  ñGotthold Lessing  

òBe thankful for what you have; 
youõll end up having more. If you 
concentrate on what you donõt 
have, you will never, ever have 
enough.ó  ñOprah Winfrey  

òVegetables are a must on a diet. I 
suggest carrot cake, zucchini 
bread and pumpkin pie.ó  
 ñJim Davis  

òVarietyõs the very spice of life 
that gives it all its flavor.ó  
 ñWilliam Cowper 

GODõS PROMISE: 
I AM WITH YOU  

By Amy Poling Sutherlun 

Lesson Three:  God with Us in Our 
Discouragement. 

òGodõs promise of presence gives us courage, 
strength, boldness, and hope, when on our own we 
would lose heart.ó 

What about Godõs people who were on the verge of 
entering the promised land, but without Moses?  He 
had been their leader for decades.  Theyõd have to 
follow Joshua, a new, untested leader.  After all, they 
were not a mighty, fighting nation and theyõd heard 
stories about the Canaanite people and their 
impenetrable cities. 

But God said to those on the precipice of  the 
Promised Land, in their fear and uncertainty, òDo not 
be afraid; donõt dread; donõt dismay.  Instead, be strong 
and courageous, because I will be with you.  I will not 
fail you, I will not forsake you.ó 

Godõs promise isnõt only for those facing threatening, 
daunting or discouraging times.  It is also for those of  
us who are discouraged, disappointed and weary. 

Our third meeting for this session will be Tuesday, 
November 6 at 7 p.m.  Christine will give the 
devotional, Jan will lead the lesson, and Linda will 
provide the refreshments. 
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Pleasant Grove Food Pantry September Report 

The number of  people served in September: 

Date  #Families #Children #Seniors #Adults = Total Individuals Pounds 

9/4 144 176 74 228 478 5593 

9/11 149 242 75 251 568 5266 

9/18 144 255 74 255 584 6508 

9/25 173 318 74 319 711 6618 

Total 610 1053 297 991 2341 23980 

Sunday, November 4  



 

Advent Study 

You have 2 more chances to 
attend our Advent Study:  

Wednesday, November 7 and Wednesday, 
November 14.  A light supper will be served 
at 5:45 p.m., and the study begins at 6:30 p.m. 

John Williams leads our 
study of  Faithful by Adam 
Hamilton.  Faithful  
explores Christmas 
through the eyes of  
Joseph. 

On November 7 the lesson 
will be Raising a Child Not 
Your Own and November 
14 will be The Journey to 
Bethlehem.   

Come join us for this Advent Study. You 
donõt want to miss John Williams! 

 

 

 
Children & Youth 

The youth and children are invited to come 
to Sunday School on November 4 at 9:30 
a.m. 

The youth are invited to help on Sunday 
November 11 with the small children. 

The youth will be meeting right after church 
Sunday, November 25 to go and buy the 
shoes for the children of  the Christmas 
Village. We will go and eat at Chiliõs in Casa 
Linda for lunch. The youth are asked to bring 
$5.00 to help with the cost of  lunch.  The 
church will pay the balance of  the meal. 
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

Seniorsš Day out 

Friday, November 9, 2018 

Ride the DART train to Old Plano. 

We will meet at the church at 10:00 
a.m. and carpool to the Mockingbird 
DART station, ride to the old part of  
Plano, visit the old shops and find a 
wonderful restaurant to have lunch.  
Then weõll head back to Big D. 

Please let Janelle know if  you plan to 
come. 

 

Young Adult Afternoon Out 

We will host a young adult afternoon 
out immediately after church on 
Sunday, November 11, 2018.  We will 
invite the young adults to join us for 
our service at 11:00 a.m., and serve 
lunch after the service.  After lunch, 
weõll keep the kids of those with 
small children and give the parents 
the afternoon off.  We will host the 
event from 12:45p.m. ð 5:00 p.m.   

 

http://www.goodreads.com/work/editions/55175190-faithful-christmas-through-the-eyes-of-joseph
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Each Member Belongs  

For just as each of  us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We 
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of  us. If  your gift is prophesying, then prophesy 
in accordance with your faith; if  it is serving, then serve; if  it is teaching, then teach; if  it is to 
encourage, then give encouragement; if  it is giving, then give generously; if  it is to lead, do it diligently; if  
it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.  Romans 12:4-8 

The theme for our call to deeper, more intentional stewardship, not just for a season, but 
for all of  2019 is: 

Each Member Belongs  

As written in Romans 12:5, we in Christ form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others. Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church, and the Church, the Body of  Christ, need 
each memberõs gifts to be complete. When someone is missing, 
it is like an incomplete puzzle or a person with a missing limb. 
We are praying for a year in which we, the body of  Christ, join 
together in worship and service to share our different gifts with 
our church family, and our neighbors, near and far.  

2019 Commitment sheets  

All members should have received commitment sheets in church or by mail. Please 
prayerfully consider what God is calling you to commit to 
His Kingdom for the upcoming year. Each member of  the 
family is encouraged to fill out the time and talent form and 
return it by November 11, Commitment Sunday. The 
Stewardship Committee is excited to offer a new way to 
submit your commitment sheets!  They are available on the 
church website where you can print the form to fill out and 
turn in or you can fill it out and submit it online. Go to 

www.eastminsterdallas.org and look under òResources.ó 

The Stewardship Committee has begun a new process 
of budgeting the churchõs finances and your pledge 
helps us to prepare a responsible budget, please return 
one pledge sheet per family. Of  course no one knows 
what the upcoming year will hold, but prayerfully 
estimate what you expect or hope to give. 

We need you and your gifts in our family. May God 
richly bless you for your faithfulness to His church and 
His service.  
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After Cain killed Abel, their parents, Adam 

and Eve, had another son. What did they 

name the baby?  

 

A. Seth  

B. Enoch  

C. Shem  

D. Lamech 

Answer: A (See Genesis 4:25.)  

Scripture Readings for November  

1 Isa. 26:1ð4, 8ð9, 12ð13, 
19ð21 
2 Nahum 2:13ð3:7 
3 Nah. 3:8ð19 
4 Zeph. 1:1ð6 
5 Zeph. 1:7ð13 
6 Zeph. 1:14ð18 
7 Zeph. 2:1ð15 
8 Zeph. 3:1ð7 
9 Zeph. 3:8ð13 
10 Zeph. 3:14ð20 

11 Joel 1:1ð13 
12 Joel 1:15ð2:2 
13 Joel 2:3ð11 
14 Joel 2:12ð19 
15 Joel 2:21ð27 
16 Joel 2:28ð3:8 
17 Joel 3:9ð17 
18 Hab. 1:1ð4 (5ð11) 12ñ2:1 
19 Hab. 2:1ð4, 9ð20 
20 Hab. 3:1ð18 
21 Mal. 1:1, 6ð14 

22 Mal. 2:1ð16 
23 Mal. 3:1ð12 
24 Mal. 3:13ð4:6 
25 Zech. 9:9ð16 
26 Zech. 10:1ð12 
27 Zech. 11:4ð17 
28 Zech. 12:1ð10 
29 Zech. 13:1ð9 
30 Zech. 14:1ð11 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children, as 
they were on the way to church service, 
"And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 

One bright little girl replied, "Because a lot of  
people are sleeping."  

*****  

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, 
Kevin, 5 and Ryan 3. The boys began to argue 
over who would get the first pancake. Their 
mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
"If  Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 'Let my 
brother have the first pancake, I can wait.'" 

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 
"Ryan, you be Jesus!"  




