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Dear Members and Friends,

One snowy Sunday morning when | was a boy in Arkansas my lit aby

brother John was missing, but w d
getting ready for church which was right next door. Dad was in higggtudy
putting his last touches on the sermon. Mom was blow drying her haws My

twin brother and | were brushing our teeth (or at least pretending to d

In the middle of our hurried preparation the doorbell rang. It was one he
elders from the church holding my little brother in his little baby p

%
.

dusted W|th Ssnhow. He sai d, ol w |
beauti ful nativity scene out f nt
mo s t real i stic baby Jesus |1 06ve vV e
was baby John! | t hought you mi

%John had managed to crawl about 50 yards in about an inch or so of ,«"’
to that manger. We were terrified and relieved and astounded all at thevsam
%tlme | imagine that Mary must have felt something like this as she gg ferec

the Son of God and Savior of the World and her own dear son Jesus. .1} ust
have been overwhelming! 5{;'4;

Let us not lose track of the Baby. It is easy to focus so much
preparation of the season that the Christ Child slips by us withou ice.
Maybe heds missing and we donot%ev

brings the baby back to
house. It brings back what
perhaps missing in our lives.
us take this time to marvel at
miracle of the Baby Jesus
take him into our homes t
Christmas.

With great anticipation,
Pastor Paul

.
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.
%
%
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Wednesday Nights at Eastminster

Wednesday nights are still going strong. Frec
Wat ki ns wi | | | ead ou
about Christmas Caro
eveningd December 4th, 11th and 18th.

Supperisfrom530p46.: 00 p. m.
alternate between potluck and sandwiches. =
we wonodot forget abouf

h €

going to be having.
Paul will be doing an Advent study for the WHATSS THE SOUND M
Wednesday morning Bible Study. ASSOCIATED WITH CHRISTMAS?

Singing Christmas carols, of course. But
close second is the sound of handbells an
tower bells playing Christmas Music.

This season we have a unique event :
Eastminster when our Covenant partner
church, St. Mark, presents the St. Marl
Handbell Choir performing a program of
Program, Sunday December 15 christmas Music on December 1 at 5 p.m. it

the Sanctuary.

The Intergenerational Christmas Program,

Sunday, December 15th at 6:30 p.m. If you attended our joint Maundy Thursday
’ service last Spring at St. Mark, you heard tf

The December 15th activity begins with a  wonderful sounds of bell playing at its finest by

potluck supper at 5:30 p.m. The program begifig Handbell Choir. They are an excellent be
at 6:30 p.m. choir.

You have heard the call for volunteers in the This program is sponsored by our Worship an
worship serviée we need you! All volunteers Congregational Care Committees along witl
will receive the script prior to the two practiceshe joint Covenant Committee.

following worshif the first on December 1 Dondt miss this great
and the second on the 8th. Come enjoy a hOR&.cias Season off on the right foot
cooked meal prepared by Tim & Kathy Kregepacember 1 at 5 p.m.

each week and practice for an hour each week. _
There will be one more run through of the ~ The program is followed by another great
program on December 15th at 4:30 p.m. As réception in the fellowship hall with Food,
part of the program, We will sing two hymns, drink, and, best of all, fellowship time!

starting withO Come, All Ye Faithfull ending

with Go Tell it on the Mountain

The committee members will be calling to
recruit members for the program, if needed.
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Finally, thank you to all those who
attended and gave so generously and
those of you who contributed in the pew
or online. Eastminster really stepped up
this year for such a worthy ministry and
aided PCHAS in meeting their goals.

b ' - Thank youwd Lorna, Denise, Christine, Jo,
PCHAS Luncheon Philis, Kathy, Judy, Melanie, Jackie, Vicki

Eastminster was once again well representédae, Vicki Lynn, and Patience!
the annual Presbyte > me

Services (PCHAS) fundraising luncheon | ‘L
on November 14th at the Double Tree Hote ,.‘
Li ncol n Center. T
| uncheon was oDar e

Thirteen ladies represented Eastminster

Melanie, and Patience.

Another first, at least in recent years, waSyes=
Leadership Gift of $500.00 which you can Sge '
listed on the program insert (bottom right Welconte o owr
Thank you, Cindy, for presenting and o Ta 4

Session for approving this yearly gift. Qpcneon

While waiting for the luncheon to begin, thre
of us received a clarification of the Transitiongls=
Living for Young Adults Program. This :
particular program of PCHAS helps youn
adults, ages 48l, who have experiencediss
moderate trauma, receive customized suppor '
as they grow into independent adults ands®™
develop sustainable plans for their future.

Clients, who are in school or employed, live iIn Saais
anorcampus apartment or [ @S+ N C e | t &s
to know that support for transitioning into- wa S
adulthood continues INTO adulthood. s Presbyterian sk Presbpteran Chrc

The luncheon was a wonderful gathering oOf cmsesss,
our Presbyterian leaders and friends. As. _....™ e T
always, the stories told brought out the hankies™ =@« -um oo o B
and filled our hearts. Because of our number s
this year, three sat at a different table and mza
new friends and East iicHiiisttory RS D |
guest from Hackberry Presbyterian in Irving.
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Since the sanctuary was  jobs, assisting the mentally ill, and being
completed, it has been our positive voice for those in need. There ar
tradition to light candles at countless opportunities to share God's
otes From the beginning of each message of hope and love through both
Fred Agvent Sunday, as well as Jesus' story and our own experiences.
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The first A .
oThe O6go, telldo is
candle represents Hope. As we celebrate the experience the joy of Jesus and spread
birth of Jesus, we reflect on the love of God this iov wherever we mav find ourselves
that Jesus emphasized in His teachings and theI t Jc“Jys t he c oym binat i
hope fo_r His return, bringing God's love for 6Il|| go somewhere and never say one word
humanity. We also hold onto hope that God's
L Or we can speak but never go.
Spirit will transform the hearts of those who Witnessing the birth of Jesus requires
harbor hate, anger, and bitterness. We hope for 9 9

peace and goodwill to prevail in the world, and Igoggkiggl%gesggsfglggﬂls?gngi%gdour
hope that it flourishes within each of us. b 9 . q
whole being, not just a part, but our

A few years ago, | wrote about the spiritual bodies and voices, the fullness of who
Gotta Whisper, Gotta Slwbigh prompted me we are. Let his coming come to you in
to look inward and ask myself, "Have Isharedas uch a way today t
| should?" This recalls another spiritual we sing be filled with the energy to go and tell
every year, either as a congregation or by the some good news in a world full of bad
choir on our behalGo Tell It on the Mountain news . 6 Dr. Powery
ﬁ]l% In ourGlory to Gémnal. | must admit Let us prayComing God, come into my lif
at aside from grasping its surface meaning, | : : .

hadndt paid cl ose at tt%atl?} E]?y6e elv?t e%ﬁ\X/ fh%qmglgnﬁrté
genuinely calls us to do. However, my good hews ot your birthin worid.
perspective shifted during an online seminar P.S. The choir is working on Advent and
about using spirituals in worship. The presente€Chr i st mas Musi c. |
read some lines from the devotional Rk our Lessons and Carols service, join us ¢
Up Shepherd: Advent Reflections on thgySpirit8atsday, December 15. We hear the

the Rev. Dr. Luke A. Powery, the dean of Dukescriptures of Advent and Christmas; We
University Chapel and an esteemed professor sihg carols, songs, and anthems. Melody
homiletics at Duke Divinity School. Dr. Poweryand the choir are joined this year by Jack

O

iIs known for his excellence in preaching. Akin, Flute; Robert Gonzales, Violin;
o . Avery McVey, s
From now on, singing the spiritual should Percussion:

remind us of the message Dr. Powery
emphasizes in his bo@o Tell It on the
Mountairwhich calls us to share God's love as
demonstrated through Jesus. It's not just abou
singing the words during worship; we are calle
to put those words into action. This involves

Sean Turner,

Sax and bass;
nd Carlos

gargas, Cello.

helping the poor, supporting the homeless, TLL.ESSONS
and Carols

comforting those who have lost loved ones or
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THE TRUTH ABOUT Christmas is coming OUTREACH
CHRISTMAS CAROLS _ and the Outreach
Fred Watkins  committee is asking
. On Wednesday night, the Eastminster

December 4th, starting with  Congregation to help

otluck supper from 5:3p.m.  ys come up with sorr

nd the program beginning at jdeas for a lonterm  COMMITTEE
#" 6p.m., we will be learning abOUFnuIti-year Christmas
¥ . and singing many of your giving event.

favorite Christmas Carols. :

% Thanks to all of those who In the past, we have done Christmas

“turned in their favorite carol ~ Village. This was a labor of love for the
and indicated their intention to attend. No, youChurch and for Sherry. Over time, it
dondt have to be a g obgc@memore g_r@bﬂematl@_to effactively ¢ |
making a joyful noise is fully acceptable! stage with the kind of charitable impact we
| have been attending the fall suppers and want to have. So it is time to refo.cus our
programs. The suppers are superior. Many ofN€rgy and efforts to come up with
the great cooks of this congregation each bringnething new.
dish and/or dessert. You, too, can bring your These are some initial criterion we believe
dish and/ or dessert tsoouldgdpply:e, even if yo
consider yourself a good cook! 1. It should be a big project that involves
The fellowship is worth the time and effort to the whole church and perhaps uses the
come and these December programs give us a church property;
chance to sing some of the carols we may not2. The project can be done every year for
have time for during our services, so join us, and at least 3 to 5 years; and

get your Christmas Spirit into high gear with 3. It includes the neighborhoods around
food, fellowship, and song! the church.

: We are eager to hear your ideas and add
December Sermons and Scripture o 'to OU?S_ y

12/1 1st Sunday of AdvénHope: Jeremiah In theymeanti e (this,year), we are going ta

33:1‘/'}16' Luke21:286 : o0 The Way, 5 Ybes of dmald rojects for our
PES Skyline students, the Pleasant Grove Food

12/8 2nd Sunday of AdvenPeace: Malachi 3:1 Pantry, the Saturday Morning Breakfast
4, Luke 36 : 0The Way Up:gudsts arl rgom@ of @he smaller "group
12/15 3rd Sunday of Advéntl oy : 0 L e QMg dhat gxisgaround the church.
Carolso: o0The Way UNcucdn#ind Charlottd, Patiehice, Reggie,
12/22 4th Sunday of Advéntove: Micah 5:8a, Sean, or me to tell us what you think.
Luke1:3#5: oO0The Way Up Ttomlpgppds UPO
12/24 Christmas Eve: Isaiah-9;2 uke 2:20:
oThe Way Up: Treasure Upo

12/29 1st Sunday of Christmas: 1 SamuebR;18
26,Luke2452: o0The Way Up: Grow Upbo
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saw a lot of traffic. Maybe it is just my
bias, but there is something especially
gracl i | | ed t hat even
enough means to sleep inside you can
pick out a book or books to read to your
heart and mindods de

To that effort, we need lots more books
and lots and lots more clothing,
especially as the weather gets colder.

The week of November 23, Blair has a

special Thanksgiving breakfast planned.
Reflections on the

Saturday Morning Breakfast
By Tom Pappas

As an aside, Christine is threatening to
cook the pancakes at home on Friday,
bring them on Saturday, and just reheat
At the Saturday morning breakfast, weéh e m. Al s o, | t hi
continue to try to do as Jesus instructed! t@ut it would be operationally possible to
Saturday, November 16, we had eigimey serve Chicken Fried Steak (breaded
guests and servers. Our friends fremut | et s) and gravy.
Christian Stronghold came and helped. kading this time.

only is their help invaluable, but we haveIP?II se find a wav to come see what vour
become close friends (brothers and sistefs o nd & way y
church is doing. Whether you can help

Christ). .

serve, want to eat breakfast, or just want
With Reggie out of action for a while, Jisllowship, you will have lots of fun.
and Christine have taken over eBdng a child, a grandchild, niece or
scrambling. On Saturday, Jim startggphew. All are welcome.

scrambling another batch twenty minu
before closing. With great authority{?PS'urm:Jers are there every Saturday

advised him that it was too late in thg™ 7:00 10:30 a.m.  Breakfast s

morning and they wc??”eddfrr?rgﬁoag{net eat en.

goodness he di dn 0 tSeelydu théred n and scram
them up. They were all served and eaten
within ten minutes.

Blair was there and on his feet the whole
time serving, despite his knee surgery 2 days
earlier. (Praise the Lord!)

The demands on the clothing rack seemed a
little lighter than usual, but the book rack

VOLUME 41, IssuE 12 Page 6




