
December 17, 2017 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 
You are invited to silently pray this prayer as preparation for worship. 

GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
Lord God, our Father, no one has ever seen you but you have shown yourself to us in your 
beloved Son Jesus Christ. Help us to recognize his face in the poor and the humble. Do not 
allow us to overlook him in the brokenhearted and the weak. Let the Holy Spirit give us the 
courage to bring his good news of hope and joy to all who wait for him and need him, whether 
they know it or not. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

E a s t m i n s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
Embracing the Word...Celebrating the Word...Reflecting the Word... 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
6550 Samuell Boulevard, Dallas, TX 75228-7125 Phone: 214-381-4693 

www.eastminsterdallas.org; officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 

EASTMINSTER SCHEDULE  

The Neighborhood Breakfast every Saturday 

Choir Practice every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., 
except December 27th no practice 

Sunday, December 17–3rd Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 a.m. - Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m. - Church School for all Ages 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day 

Sunday, December 24—Lesson and Carols 
No  Breakfast is served 

  9:30 a.m. - Church School for Adults 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day 

Sunday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
  7:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Service 

Monday, December 25 through Monday, January 1 
The Office is Closed 

Sunday, December 31—New Year’s Eve 
No  Breakfast is served 

  9:30 a.m. - Church School for Adults 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day 

Saturday, January 6, 2018 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m - Digging Deeper Into the Glory 

to God Hymnal, Led by Dr. Michael Hawn.  Light 
lunch following.  Please RSVP. 

Sunday, January 7, 2018 
  8:30 a.m. - Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m. - Church School for all Ages 
10:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. - Service for the Lord’s Day / 

Communion 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 
7:00 p.m.—EPW 

LAST SUNDAY’S RECORDS 

Attendance  72 

Christian Education Total 23 

Offering for the Week $48,525.00 

2016 Average Monthly Expense $29,571.00 

Welcome!  Let us know that you are 

here.  Please fill out the Registration of 
Attendance pad at the end of the pew.  If you 
are worshiping here for the first time or the 
hundredth time, we are glad you are here. 

The nursery is staffed with loving caregivers 
and is available for children through age 4.  A 
pager system is provided to keep you in 
touch, should you be needed during the 
service, and a Child Protection Policy is in 
place here at Eastminster. If you are 
unfamiliar with the building, an usher will be 
pleased to direct you. 

Worship bags with worship-related materials 
are available for young children.  The bags 
are in a basket in the narthex. 

At the Time for Young Disciples during the 
service, all children are invited to come to 
the chancel.  After the Time for Young 
Disciples, children 4 and younger may go to 
the nursery and the older children may 
return to the pews. 

Please remember to turn off or silence your 
cell phone. 

The following conventions are used in the 
worship service.  An asterisk (*) invites you to 
stand if you wish.  Items printed in bold are 
for the congregation to sing or say.  Pew 
Bibles and Lift Up Your Heart (“LUYH”) may 
be found under the seats. 

THOSE WHO SERVE 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 

Director of Christian Education Kathy Kreger 

Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Lay Reader Chandra Anderson 

Attendance Reviewer Paul LaPorte 

Worship at Eastminster 

Our Invitation 

An invitation is extended to all to reconsider your relationship to God through Jesus Christ 
and his church.  If you are not vitally involved in a local congregation, perhaps Eastminster 
is a place where you may worship, learn, find fellowship and serve.  We receive members 

by profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, by transfer of membership, or by reaffirmation 
of the faith you have professed in another church.  Please indicate your interest on the 

registration of attendance pad and the pastor will contact you. 



VOLUNTARY “In Dulci Jubilo” JS Bach/Bish 
Melody Davis 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 123 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 

THE SYMBOLS OF CHRISTMAS  

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE Laura Hicks, Robin & Carva Gordon 
"And Mary said, 'My soul magnifies the Lord…bearer of the Way. 

Today we give thanks for the Marys among us, who step out of the roles 
society has planned; unintended pioneers determined to do as God asks; 
fearless and fearfully stepping out in faith, and beckoning us to do the 
same. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Almighty and loving God, when we have failed to love you with all our heart 
and to acknowledge you as our Creator, Lord have mercy. When we have 
failed to be disciples of Christ in the new creation he has brought, Christ have 
mercy. When we have failed to open our lives to the renewing power of the 
Holy Spirit, Lord have mercy. Through the power of your mercy, the good 
news is not just announced to all people, it is indeed, for all people. For the 
proud, as well as the humble; for the rich, and for the poor; for those who 
have found faith, and those who long for it. Thanks be to God!   

(A moment for silent reflection) 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 

RESPONSE 113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” (refrain only) 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Pew Bible, page 691) Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11  

ANTHEM “E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” Paul Manz 
Sanctuary Choir 

NEW TESTAMENT READING (Pew Bible, page 57) Luke 1: 46-55 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  

*HYMN 99 “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” 

SERMON “Singing From the Heart” Sherry Holloman 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
We believe in God, who is love, whose love is manifest in all creation, in our 
lives, and in all people. 

We follow Christ, who embodied God's love. In his life and ministry, his 
death and resurrection, and his granting to us of his Spirit, he filled us with 
that love as well.  

We live by the Spirit, the presence of God's love in us. In that love we 
participate in the Church, Body of Christ, in loving God by loving our 
neighbors through our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our service. 

Love is our faith, and it is a gift from God. We thank God, and ask 
God's blessings, that we may love in the name of Christ and the power 
of the Spirit, to God's glory. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

ANTHEM “Comes to Us In Simple Things” Mary Kay Beall 
Sanctuary Choir 

RESPONSE 143 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (verse 4) 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

GOING INTO THE WORLD WITH GOD’S WORD 

*DISMISSAL AND BENEDICTION  

*RECESSIONAL HYMN 104 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

S E R V I C E  F O R  T H E  L O R D ’S  DAY  
2rd Sunday of Advent December 17, 2017  – 11:00 a.m. 


