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% Dear members and friends, “%

§ The prophet Isaiah spoke of a time when all tribulations will pass. God will create %

new heavens and a new earth. We won’t even remember the former times. Grief
%jém and sin will be things of the past. Perhaps you have a view of heaven that we get %
4 everything we want on demand. But God says through Isaiah, “They shall build
“ houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.”” We will <
4 have work and purpose in the next era of existence that God will usher in after the %ﬁ%
“ age of this world ends. We will have to build it! We will be starting from scratch
%5;‘5"‘? kmd of like a new year.

2 As much as I love December and all the Christmas joy, I love the quiet restart of %
4 January. A new year begins. We do it all over again. We have another chance to
%géﬁ make it right. We have work to do and a renewed sense of purpose.
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" One of the saints of my life told me a few years before he died, “Paul, T don’t
“ want anyone to say anything about resting in peace at my funeral. I want to have °
" work to do when I get to heaven.” Perhaps there will be a period of rest before we
%iéﬁ experience the new creation while heaven waits for all of its inhabitants. Perhaps
those who got there before us are working on the new creation as we speak. . %
Perhaps they are used like angels in redeeming the rest of us. But when God ..
% introduces the new heavens and earth, we will be the ones who build it.
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“ I am wondering about what things we will build and won’t recreate in that life.

¥ What will we bring into the new world with us? Certainly houses, farms, and I plan “%ﬁig”ﬂ

“ on planting a vineyard! Will we build houses of worship? Bascball fields? Art%

% galleries? Music halls? Schools? What from this world do you hope will be in the *
" next?
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% Some things that I am sure we won’t take with us are greed, murder, lust, ngém
4 selfishness, disease, death, slavery, oppression of any kind. I would put cell phones -
+ and the internet in the “leave in the old earth” pile as well. What in your life or in <

“ this world would you leave behind from the old life? Perhaps you might consider <
& leaving those things behind in 2024. i
§ It’s a new world in 2025. Anything is possible! g
“ With hope, 3
i Pastor Paul %
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A Christmas Dramady
presented on Sunday, December
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ANGELS WERE FLYING IN THE
SANCTUARY
Fred Watkins

On December 15th Eastminster presented
“A Christmas Dramedy,” written by Pastor
Paul and directed by Kathy Kreger. This
intergenerational pageant took place in our
Sanctuary. This modern version of the
Christmas story was a humorous telling of
the Scriptures and birth story and is a
refreshing approach to the subject. Yes,
the retelling did include some dad jokes.
but overall, the message of the birth of
Jesus came through.

The highlight of the ‘Dramedy’ was when
the Adorable Angel Army (Anthony
Obermayer and Alice Obermayer) flew up
and down the aisles shouting to the
audience and the shepherds the Good

News that Jesus was born.

Big applause to Charlotte Turner as
Narrator and her ‘sidekick” Vicki
Thiebaud, Abby Flores as Mary, Menu
White as Joseph, Janice Bell Shepherd #1,
Alicia Almanza Shepherd #2, Jim Lee
Shepherd #3, Vivienne Kelleher the Angel
Gabriel, Jo Byrd the innkeeper, and Judy
Moreland the innkeeper’s wife. Special
kudos for the properly named Adorable
Angel Army, Anthony Obermayer and
Alice Obermayer!  They were terrific
flying up and down the aisles. Melody
Davis played interludes and hymns, Sean
Turner audio/video.

Kudos to Kathy Kreger and Bruce Turner
and other Education Committee members
for bringing the pageant/play format back
to our Sanctuary.
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Thank you!
On behalf of the
Christian  Education

and Congregational
Care Committees, we
would like to thank everyone that
came out and supported the
Wednesday night programming. We
had some outstanding speakers and
guests who provided programming for
us.

I would like to say a special thank you
to Darlene West, Christine Blair and
Vicki Cook for staying and helping

clean up after each session.

Be sure and watch for our Lent
Wednesday night programming! You
will not want to miss this.

We will not have any more
programming on Wednesday nights
until Lent.

Kathy Kreger
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The Christmas Decorating Elves at Work!
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All about attitude

“The way you say ‘representative’ to an auto-
mated system reflects the real you,” a friend
told me. After we laughed at that truth, I re-
alized everything I say matters. Someone is
always listening, whether the words and tone
are positive or negative.

Ephesians 4:29 (NLT) says our language
shouldn’t be “foul or abusive” but good,
helpful and encouraging. Whether I’'m peace-
tul, hurried, joyful, empathetic, frustrated,
celebrating or hurting, I can carefully choose
my words (and the attitude behind them).
When I’'m not ready to speak wholesomely,
may God shut my mouth. When a friend
needs encouragement, may I listen to God’s
prompting. When I need to confront, may I
do so lovingly.

Changing how we think — that is, how we
speak to ourselves — can be tough. But God
wants to transform our reactions and mo-
tives, dispelling pride, a lack of confidence
and anxiety. In this new year:

¢+ I’'m alone can become God is with me.

+ I can’t do this can become Anything is
possible with God.

+ DI'm failing can become Just because I'm
struggling, it doesn’t mean I’'m failing,

+ I’m not enough can become I'm God’s

beloved child.

¢+ DI’'m tired can become God will give me
rest.

Don’t stop there. Consider the concerns in
your heart and let God give you new words
and attitudes. —Janna Firestone

MLK on what really matters

Exactly two months before his
assassination, Martin Luther King Jr.
preached his final sermon at Ebenezer
Baptist
Church in
Atlanta. On
February 4,
1968, the
civil-rights
icon spoke
about how he wanted to be remembered
at his funeral. He preferred that people
recall not his education or achievements
but that he “tried to give his life serving
others” and “tried to love somebody.”

Adapting a 1952 homily by J. Wallace
Hamilton, King decried the “drum major
instinct a desire to be out front, a
desire to lead the parade.” Humans often
want to be great and first, as evidenced
by the disciples James and John
requesting prime seats in paradise. But
King urged listeners to focus on the
“reordered priorities” of Jesus, who
wants us to “be first in love.”

As Jesus showed, “everybody can serve,”
King said. Your background or status
doesn’t matter, as long as you have “a
heart full of grace” and “a soul generated

by love.”
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My Favorite Hymn

Yes, Christmas is ovet. Although some
Christian groups count the twelve days of
Christmas from the 25th to January 5, the day
before Epiphany.

But, I will include one Christmas song in the
tavorite hymn category, “O Holy Night” As
the Wednesday study group learned during the
Truth About Christmas Carols in December,
“O Holy Night” is not a hymn, nor is it a
Christmas Carol; it is a Christmas Song, and it's
not found in our hymnal.

The song "O Holy Night" is derived from the
poem Minuit, chrétiens, written by poet Placide
Cappeau in 1847, a wine commissionaire and a
part-time poet. Cappeau wrote Minuit,
chrétiens in celebration of recent stained glass
renovations at a local church in Roquemaure,
France. It was a church he frequently attended,
and it was written per the request of the
church's parish priest Maurice Gilles, to be
premiered at their Midnight Mass. Cappeau was
triends with Emily Laurey a famous singer, and
Laurey had connections to the famous opera
composer Adolphe Adam (he had written his
most famous work, Giselle, just a few years
prior). The plan was to refer the writing to
Adam upon Cappeau's arrival to Paris while on
a business trip, where Adam was located. As
such, Cappeau wrote Minuit, chrétiens on
December 3, 1847, during a stagecoach ride
trom Macon to Dijon, about a six-hour trip.

Cappeau's understanding of Christian theology
was derived from Jesuit educators at the College
de France in Paris. The words are based on the
Nativity of Jesus, specifically from the Gospel
of Luke, and were inspired by hypotheticals of
being a present witness at the Nativity.

The most popular English rendition of
"Cantique de Noél" was translated by American
music critic and minister John Sullivan Dwight
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in 1855. An ordained Unitarian, he soon
departed from the vocation of ministry
to instead pursue a career in music and
teaching. Dwight was influenced by the
works of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Although there is some margin of
translation error, it is accepted that
Dwight took some creative liberties with
some major line alterations "O hear the
angel voices [..] O night divine" is
derived from "Await your deliverance |...]
Behold the Redeemer" and "With all our
hearts we praise his holy name" is derived
from "It is for us that he was born, that
he suffered and died." An additional
English translation of the song, "O
Night Divine" was done by American
musician Hart Pease Danks, who was
influenced by Dwight's version as eatly as
1885, and both competed in popularity.

In Europe, it is not considered a carol,
but over the last hundred vyears,
Americans have used and loved it, and
here in the States, among many, it is
considered a Christmas Carol.  The
verses of adoration and praise could be
used at other times in the church year.

This song is a favorite of Chandra
Anderson. She states: “It’s beautiful and
I listened to Tennessee Ernie Ford sing
this song.” In our December study, Vicki
Cook also listed this as a favorite of hers.




t Like the Magi, we can
respond with our best
gifts — our industry,
our devotion, our
- very lives. We
disciples are Christ’s
tangible presence in
the world. That same
Child whose light brought such joy to the
Magi now, through us, offers his mercy to
every person.

Through wus, every day, Christ feeds
multitudes; he heals, teaches and guides
countless people. Through individual

volunteers and major institutions, through
simple acts of kindness or worldwide
coordinated efforts, the world can encounter,
through the Christian community, the
enduring, tangible presence of Christ.

—Michael Simone

When life gets out of control

In September 2024, a North Dakota teen’s
car malfunctioned, becoming unstoppable
and reaching 113 miles per hour. For 40
minutes, 18-year-old Sam navigated a bridge
into Minnesota, intersections with train
tracks and highways, small towns and —
almost — the road’s dead end.

But after Sam called his mom and 911,
multiple first responders gathered. Police
drove near him, staying on the phone and
calmly asking about the accelerator,
emergency brake and remaining gas.
Ambulance crews were ready. The highway
patrol laid speed sticks to puncture the tires
(it didn’t work) and cleared intersections
ahead of the runaway vehicle. All the while,
Sam’s mom prayed. Finally, an officer sped
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ahead so Sam could run into his squad
car, bringing his own to a halt.

Not making light of what could have
turned tragic, sometimes our lives get
out of control too. We speed through
work, school, relationships, parenting —
trying to accomplish, achieve and gain
faster than others. We cram as much in
each day as possible, seemingly unable to
slow down. The harried pace can
endanger our physical, mental and
spiritual health.

Often, we’re “saved” only as people who
care come alongside us to help. Perhaps
family members express concern,
professionals suggest remedies, loved
ones pray for us. Finally, when all we can
do is crash into the loving care of God,
we come to rest. It may take time to
recover emotionally, to dare get back
“behind the wheel,” to trust life to carry
us at a safe speed again. But thanks be to
God for placing support systems around
us when we need them most.

—Heidi Hyland Mann
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When 12-year-old Jesus stayed at the Jerusalem
temple as Joseph and Mary started traveling
home, after how many days did his parents find
him?

A. 1 day
B. 2 days
C. 3 days
D. 7 days
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What gives people
feelings of power:

MONEY
STATUS
LEAVING A CHURCH
POTLUCK WITH AN EMPTY !’ [ 5
CASSEROLE DISH
Scripture Readings for January
1 Gen. 17:1-12a, 15-16 12 Tsa. 40:1-11 23 Isa. 45:5-17
2 Gen. 12:1-7 13 Isa. 40:12-24 24 Isa. 45:18-25
3 Gen. 28:10-22 14 Isa. 40:25-31 25 Isa. 46:1-13
4 Exod. 3:1-5 15 Isa. 41:1-16 26 Isa. 47:1-15
5 Deut. 33:1-5 16 Isa. 41:17-29 27 Isa. 48:1-11
6 Isa. 52:7-13 17 Isa. 42:(1-9) 10-17 28 Isa. 48:12-21 (22)
7 Isa. 52:3—6 18 Isa. (42:18-25) 43:1-13 29 Isa. 49:1-12
8 Isa. 59:15b-21 19 Isa. 43:14—44:5 30 Isa. 49:13-23 (24-26)
9 Isa. 63:1-5 20 Isa. 44:6-8, 21-23 31 Isa. 50:1-11
10 Isa. 65:1-9 21 Isa. 44:9-20
11 Isa. 65:13-16 22 Isa. 44:24-45:7
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Puzzle!

Complete the maze to help people from all
directions hear the good news. Then, starting at the
N (north) and going clockwise, read John 3:16, NIV.

John 5:46,
NIV
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“Life’s most persistent and urgent
question is, ‘What are you doing
for others?”

—Martin Luther King Jr.

“Between God and the soul there
is no between.”
—Julian of Norwich

“We must be willing to let go of
the life we have planned, so as to
have the life that 1s waiting for
us.” —Joseph Campbell

“Cease to inquire what the future

has in store and take as a gift

whatever the day brings forth.”
—Horace (1st century B.C.)

God in church or nature? Yes.

Church isn’t designed to be an al-
ternative to the real world. Wort-
ship is a time and space apart
from the world in order for us to
tind our way out into the world.
Worship isn’t a man-made place
distinct from the beauty of the
natural wotld; at its best, church is
a place where we realize God’s
glory in the world we find our-
selves in. ... Do I find God in a
church? or out in nature? Yes. ...
In church I hope to sharpen my
senses so I can discover the house
of God everywhere.
—James C. Howell,
Everywhere Is Jerusalen
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The old year is passing or
by the time you read this
~ has passed. But before

otes From . .
Fred Wwe leave it I would like to

ready for the services. Especially during the
many Advent and Christmas seasons.

Thanks to the session members that I have
had the privilege to work with the last three

thank some people for
their hard work and sharing of their time
and talents. To Chandra Anderson, Mark
Anderson, Suzette Hicks, Brian Iverach,
Katie Karlen, Tim Kreger, Judy Moreland,
Steve O’Neil, Evelyn Parker, Michele Pappas,
Chatlotte Turner, Bruce Turner, and Sean
Turner big thanks for all the rehearsals and
services and being “the greatest small choir”
with a big impact in our Worship and
inspiration to many. Thanks to Pastor Paul
for singing with us when he can.

Huge thanks to Melody Davis, our
accompanist. Her skills at playing any
musical style are terrific.

years.

Thanks to the worship committee, who have
seen to all the many details of the worship
service these past three years.

Thanks to the Searchers Class for faithful

and serious explorations in many aspects of
living the Christian life and Bible Study.

Huge thanks to Pastor Paul for his support
of the music program.

Finally, a big thanks to the many members
of the congregation who have supported the
choir and expressed to members of the
choir and to me, your appreciation and how
the music has affected and deepened your

Thanks to Sean Turner for sharing his worship.

various instrumental skills and his work
operating the audio/visual systems during
worship and broadcasting to YouTube live.

We will be asking for your support of the
Guest Musicians Special Gifts Fund soon so
we can continue to enhance our worship

More thanks to Chandra Anderson who  ith the instruments.

helps with getting the liturgy and bulletin

Pleasant Grove Food Pantry for month of NovemBer, 2024 I

Date Families Adults Seniors Children — Total Persons Pounds
4-Nov 142 274 73 201 548 7004
5-Nov 172 323 106 224 653 7643
6-Nov 55 66 46 47 159 2183
11-Nowv 135 216 82 164 462 6514
12-Nov 219 422 117 321 860 14467
13-Nov 59 78 46 45 169 2280
18-Nov 130 263 58 202 523 8406
19-Nov 247 470 147 315 932 17643
20-Nov 75 102 49 55 206 2710
25-Nov 157 263 96 183 542 9839
26-Nov 203 399 108 275 782 8647
27-Nov 53 58 47 45 150 2110
1651 2934 976 2078 5988 94035
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J o\ W
7 Chandra Anderson
. Melody Davis
Vicki Thiebaud 1/2
e b / Philis Knox
Jo Byrd 1/4 Dick Knox
Elizabeth Kelleher 1/5 Kathy Kreger
Judy Moreland 1/5 Michele Pappas
Janice Bell 1/12 Brl.lce Turner
Dick Kn /15 Patience Uche
e % Darlene West
Tom Pappas 1/16
Gary Holloman 1/25
Sophia Veloz 1/30
Lois Byrd 1/31

) O Pastor Rev. Dr. Paul Burns
St Director of Music Fred P. Watkins
AAIAATC %Cf @l Gf Organist Melody S. Davis
i . L Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson
Susie and Jim Fielding 1/26 Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez
Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree
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Special dates

+ New Year’s Day, January 1, 2025

+ Epiphany, January 6, 2025

+ Baptism of the Lord, January 12, 2025

¢+ Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 20,
2025

+ Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January
18-25, 2025




