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“One generation shall praise thy works to another.”
Psalm 145: 4
Have you sat in the Fellowship Hall lately and tried to carry on a
conversation…and you were able to hear the persons at your table? Have you
gathered there for a meeting and noticed that not only can you hear persons at
your table, you can actually hear the speaker for the meeting? Noticed that the
words on the pull-down screen are a bit bigger? And what about seating? Gone
are the cold, metal chairs and in are new chairs with thicker padding, some with
arms and some without.
The improvements to the Fellowship Hall include sound panels, sound system,
projector, screen, chairs and soon, window blinds that will serve as additional
security measures and more efficiency for heating and cooling and seeing images
projected on the screen.
How is all of this possible? From donors who believe that the words of the
Psalmist beckon them to help preserve this place of worship, education, service,
disciple-making and fellowship we call Eastminster for generations to come.
There is a wonderful line, spoken by Andy Dufresne, in the movie Shawshank
Redemption that goes like this: “Get busy living or get busy dying.” The
Shawshank Redemption is a film about believing in hope in a world filled with
hopelessness. The film begins in the year 1947, where the quiet and passive banker
Andy Dufresne is wrongly convicted of murdering his wife and her lover. Given
his life sentence, Dufresne makes peace with his surroundings for decades by
refusing to give up hope of one day being set free when the true killer is found
and he refuses to give in to the ways of prison life that will strip his very soul from
him.
In many ways, the Christian church, and Eastminster Presbyterian in particular are
at a crossroads. With declining numbers and financial resources, it could be easy
to call it quits. And perhaps, one day, it will come to that. But, if we take a cue
from Andy Dufresne, we can’t sit on the fence. If we believe that God continues
to have a purpose for the mission and ministry of Eastminster, we must get busy
living, otherwise, we die. Making investments in Christ’s ministry, whether that be
through money, time, energy, gifts, prayer…lead us closer toward the hopeful

words of the Psalmist who
declares our responsibility to the
next generation.
Funds for the Fellowship Hall,
and other projects have been
received through the prayerful
and generous planning of people
who had hope for the future by
providing financial resources to
Eastminster through their wills,
through people who gave in
memory of loved ones upon their
death, as well as monies tithed
through the sale of a home, just
to name a few ways. For the
calling of these faithful servants
to continue providing a place and
opportunities to make disciples,
we say thank you to God for you.
And, we pray that your example
of faithful and faith-filled
stewardship will lead us all to
more prayerful consideration of
what it means to leave a legacy
whereby future generations can
praise God and praise God
together in a beautiful place of
worship.
With hope in the Lord, I am busy
living,
Sherry

The Stewardship Committee would like
to thank everyone for their participation
and enthusiasm during the 2019
stewardship campaign, Each Member
Belongs. We are still collecting
commitment sheets so if you have not submitted
yours, you may send it to the office addressed to
the Financial Secretary, bring it to church or
submit it online. Go to eastminsterdallas.org and
click on the link "2019 Time and Talent
commitments online form" under the Resources
heading. You can also see the 2019 Budget there.
Thank you for faithfully demonstrating that each
of our members belongs!
Our new accounting system allows us to better
plan and budget our finances. Thanks to you for
your faithful pledge to support Eastminster
financially. As of now our members have pledged
$263,426.00 for 2019! What a blessing to continue
the body of Christ's work at EPC! These pledges
meet 79% of the 2019 budgeted pledges of
$333,306.99. We also have many generous
members that do not specify an amount but
contribute what they can, so we will step out in
faith that our budget will be balanced. There are
now many ways to give: by check, text, online & a
new app. You can set up an account to see lots of
information in our giving system. Look for more
info soon about the new Realm app!
Would you like to be able to view your pledge and
contributions online? You can. Let the Financial
Secretary know, and you will receive an email
invitation from Realm to set up your account.
Once your secure account is set up you can see
your giving history online in the Realm system.
Call Chandra at the church office, she will get you
started!
Praise God for His provision of all these
resources to be Jesus' hands & feet in 2019!
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Souper Bowl of Caring
February 3, 2019
Change the Game!
The Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with a simple
prayer said by Reverend Brad Smith of Spring Valley
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina:
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help
us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to
eat.”
In that first year, 22 churches raised $5,700. The number of groups involved has steadily
grown each year, and so has the amount raised and put back into the communities.
Since that first year, more than $143 million has been raised for local charities across the
country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement that is
transforming the time around the Big Game into the nation’s largest celebration of giving
and serving.
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to make a positive difference in
the world – as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to work in charities that
provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to those in need.
Be part of this movement that is sharing God’s love with those in need. Please give
generously on Super Bowl Sunday.
Eastminster will collect contributions of money and canned food for the Pleasant Grove
Food Pantry. Canned fruit is especially needed. Please place any monetary donation in a
pew enveloped marked “Souper Bowl of Caring.” Please place any canned food
donations in the receptacles provided. You may also donate online at
www.eastminsterdallas.org and choose the Donate tab at the top.
Thank you, Eastminster, for your generous and caring hearts!

Thine, Not Mine
Sheillah Sheldone Charles, an articulate 9-year-old Kenyan featured in a BBC News Africa
video, attributes her artistic gifts to God. It’s comical to hear her say, “I also teach
children,” but her rationale is profound: “If you have a talent, don’t just say: ‘It’s mine
alone. I should not teach others.’ So you should also share your talent out there.”
Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30 teaches us to share our God-given
abilities for purposes larger than our own. Sheillah is a fine example: Besides teaching
children, she often draws women to highlight their suffering and their importance. Surely
the Master exclaims, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (v. 23, ESV).
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January in the Liturgical
Calendar presents us with
two important lessons from
Jesus’ life. The first one we
are very familiar with is Epiphany which the
world-wide church, except for Greek
Orthodoxy and other Eastern branches
(who celebrate a different day for Christmas
and Epiphany), celebrates as the time the
Wisemen arrived with the gifts and
adoration for the Christ Child.
The second celebration/remembrance is the
Baptism of our Lord. At that time we
remember Jesus coming to John and asking
to be baptized. God shows His approval of
the action by sending a dove and the words
“this is my Son in Whom I am well
pleased.” (quasi King James translation).
On that Sunday we read those Scriptures
and sing hymns, songs and anthems related
to baptism. We also are called to remember
our own baptism.
There are many ways to be baptized. In
Jesus’ time Jews were baptized by standing
in a pool built for that purpose and the
water was poured over the head as a symbol
of being purified. John was baptizing his
followers in the river Jordan since they were
out in the “wilderness” and not near one of
formal pools. Again, water was probably
poured. Some baptize today by pouring or
by “sprinkling” the water on the child or
adult’s head. Others have interpreted the
fact that Jesus was baptized in a river to
mean that one should be baptized by
submersion in the water. This does give a
wonderful symbol of “being buried with
Christ and raised to a new life in Christ.” I
had a religion professor go into detail over
three long lectures on all the practices and
symbolisms of baptism. I couldn’t find my

notes which maybe a blessing, as my
purpose in all this is to give information
on a hymn. In our congregation our
service of baptism and its meaning to
the child or adult and to us as a
community of believers are well
explained.
Because John was using the river Jordan
to baptize, starting back in colonial days
some churches in American and other
parts of the world chose to use rivers,
lakes and ponds for the service of
baptism. It’s no wonder one of the most
associated hymns with baptism is “Shall
We Gather at the River” by Robert
Lowry (1826-1899). Found in our Glory
To God hymnal page 375. The hymn
and tune were first published in 1865.
Most of the images of the text come
from Revelation 22:1-2. “Then the angel
showed me the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree or
life…and the leaves of the tree are for
the healing of the nations.”
Lowry said “One afternoon in July,
1864, when I was pastor at Hanson Place
Baptist Church, Brooklyn, the weather
was oppressively hot, and I was lying on
a lounge in a state of physical
exhaustion. . . . My imagination began to
take itself wings. Visions of the future
passed before me with startling
vividness. The imagery of the apocalypse
took the form of a tableau. Brightest of
all were the throne, the heavenly river,
and the gathering of the saints. . . . I
began to wonder why the hymn writers
Continued on Page 5
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Notes: Continued from Page 4

had said so much about the ‘river of death’
and so little about the ‘pure water of life,
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and the Lamb.’ As I mused,
the words began to construct themselves.
They came first as a question of Christian
inquiry, ‘Shall we gather?’ Then they broke
in chorus, ‘Yes, we’ll gather.’ On this
question and answer the hymn developed
itself. The music came with the hymn.”
Lowry was a popular Baptist preacher and
educator who served churches in
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey
and later as professor at Bucknell University.
He became known for his gospel songs
while in Brooklyn and often worked with
William H. Doane publishing some of the
most popular Sunday school song
collections of their time.
“At the River” has become an icon for
gospel songs from the 19th century. It has
been used in many movies most notable The
Trip To Bountiful, the 1985 Academy Award
winning film. Two famous American
composers, Charles Ives and Aaron
Copland, have used it in their works. In
1985 at the funeral of Associate Justice
William O Douglas in the National
Presbyterian Church in D.C., the U.S. Army
Chorus sang an arrangement of the hymn.
Most hymnals today, omit the original
fourth stanza which hymnologist and retired
Perkins Theology School professor Harold
Hawn says appeals to both the visual and
aural senses:
At the smiling of the river, Mirror of the Savior’s
face, Saints, whom death will never sever, Lift their
songs of saving grace.
Yes, this hymn is usually sung at funerals
and All Saints Day remembrances, but

where I grew up in East Texas and
especially throughout the rural Southern
United States, black and white
congregations practice baptism by
immersion in a lake, pond, or river, “Shall
We Gather at the River” or also known
“At the River” was, and is, associated with
the sacrament of baptism. Many
congregations “gather at the river” for
baptism. Yes, the text doesn’t specifically
speak of baptism but the image of water
in the text, the symbolism of dying (being
submerged in the water) and “rising with
Christ in the newness of life” is totally in
sync with the belief in and the hope for
the believer’s life with Jesus and the
eventual future with Christ by the heavenly
“shining river” mentioned in stanzas 3 and
4 that “flows by the throne of God.”

“A New Year’s resolution is something
that goes in one year and out the other.”
—Unknown
“True peace is not merely the absence of
tension; it is the presence of justice.”
—Martin Luther King Jr.
“Pursue some path, however narrow and
crooked, in which you can walk with love
and reverence.” —Henry David Thoreau
“Learn to light a candle in the darkest moments of someone's life. Be the light that
helps others see.”
—Roy T. Bennett
The One who calls you to go into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every
creature is the One who by your consent,
goes into all the world and preaches the
Gospel to every creature through you!
—W. Ian Thomas
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Youth Cluster Meeting
The Eastminster youth will be
hosting a cluster youth group
meeting at the church on January 6, 2019 at
1:00 p.m. The youth will enjoy lunch together,
play some games, sing some songs and end with a
group devotional. The thought is to have
different churches in the cluster host youth
gatherings. At our first meeting, we will
determine how often we will meet. The
Eastminster youth group will meet on the fourth
Sunday of each month.

SHYC
Eastminster youth are attending SHYC, February
1-3, 2019 at Austin College in Sherman, Texas.
The theme for this year is We’re all in this Together.
Youth, watch your text messages for more
information about SHYC.

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Seniors’ Day out
Friday, January 11, 2019

We’ll play cards.
So, bring a game
you would like to
play. Be ready to
teach us.
Then we’ll
choose a place
for lunch.

Church Under the Bridge (“CUB”)
We’ll travel to Waco, Texas and serve at CUB on
February 10, 2019. Due to highway construction,
CUB has moved, but we will still be bringing
Minerva’s breakfast burritos with us to serve. If
you’d like to go, let Kathy know. We’ll meet at the
church at 8:30 a.m. on February 10 and travel to
Waco together. If we have enough interest, we
may rent a van so we can all ride together. It is
always a good time serving at CUB. We go down,
serve the people, stay for Worship and then eat
lunch together on the way home. Watch the
bulletin for more information.

Sunday School Classes
Everyone is invited to attend a Sunday School
class each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Adults have three
choices of classes; The Gleaners, who use the
Present Word Curriculum, The Searchers, (taught
by Fred Watkins) they are currently doing a study
on Romans, and Blair Garrett is teaching a class
that takes a more traditional approach to Bible
study. Come and join a class.
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Have you seen our new online giving program? We’re excited about the new things happening
at Eastminster through our online community. You
can securely give from our website and via text
message, you can even set up recurring donations.
If you’d like to activate your account, please contact
the church office by email at
officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org or by calling
(214) 381-4693. We’ll then email you so you can get started today.
Isabella Venegoni
was surprised
with an award
acknowledging
her outstanding
work for the University of North Texas
Athletic Department marketing
department. Her plaque was awarded
on November 15 during the last home
football game of the season for UNT.
Isabella has worked for the marketing
department since her freshman year.
(The director of the department is
Jamie Adams, Alex and Anne
Lindberg's son-in-law.)

For the two years I've served
on our church session, there
has always been a wonderful
lunch waiting for us after
church before our meeting. If we had to wait
for another three hours to eat, there would
have been a lot of stomachs growling and
folks wanting shorter meetings. I want to say
a big THANKS to these members that
participated: Sean, Denise, Helen, Vicki T.,
Jan, Kathy, Christine, Jennifer (and Vincent),
Michele and Charlotte.
Jenelle

Great job, Isabella! Your Eastminster
family is proud of you.

Lessons in Wise Faith
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles they encountered,
we would understand if they had given up altogether!
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a
“royal palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of
keeping with a king” — a poor young woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might
expect them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong and full
faith they ... follow the word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of
heart,” bowing to worship and honor the Savior.
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works
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What did Jesus say brings greater joy in heaven than 99
righteous people?
A. The singing of angels
B. One sinner who repents
C. 100 righteous people
D. None of the above
Answer: B (See Luke 15:7.)

The Wednesday-night church service
coincided with the last day of hunting
season. Our pastor asked who had bagged a
deer. No one raised a hand.
Puzzled, the pastor said, "I don't get it. Last
Sunday many of you said you were missing
because of hunting season. I had the whole
congregation pray for your deer."
One hunter groaned, "Well, it worked.
They're all safe."

Scripture Readings for January
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Pss. 98; 146
Pss. 48; 147:1–11
Pss. 111; 147:12–20
Pss. 20; 148
Pss. 99; 149
Pss. 72; 150
Pss. 97; 145
Pss. 46; 146
Pss. 47; 147:1–11
Pss. 147:12–20
Pss. 148

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Pss. 149
Pss. 104; 150
Pss. 5; 145
Pss. 42; 146
Pss. 89:1–18; 147:1–11
Pss. 97; 147:12–20
Pss. 51; 148
Pss. 104; 149
Pss. 19; 150
Pss. 135; 145
Pss. 123; 146

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Pss. 15; 147:1–11
Pss. 36; 147:12–20
Pss. 130; 148
Pss. 56; 149
Pss. 67; 150
Pss. 57; 145
Pss. 54; 146
Pss. 65; 147:1–11
Pss. 143; 147:12–20
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Kingfisher Faith
The Neighborhood Breakfast is going
strong. As of December 12, 2018, we have
served 13,706 guests and 21,323 meals with
176 volunteers volunteering over 8,700
hours. Our volunteers are made up of
members and friends and family of
Eastminster, Skyline High School students,
members from the Christian Stronghold
Church and members from the Greater
Bethlehem Baptist Church. We also support
our guests with socks, clothes, shoes,
hygiene kits, etc. which are donated by
supporters of the Neighborhood Breakfast.
We are very thankful for this ministry that
God has blessed us with. The budget for
the 2019 EPC Neighborhood Breakfast is
$5,550. If you would like to support this
ministry either with your time as a volunteer
or financially or both please do so. Contact
Blair Garrett at 214-402-3153 or
blair@jbgarrettengineering.com to support
in any way. You can make financial
donations to the Neighborhood Breakfast by
way of the Eastminster website:
http://www.eastminsterdallas.org/ and
choose “Donate” at the top of the page.
You may also place a donation in the Sunday
Collection Plate. Just mark your envelope
EPC Saturday Breakfast.

In a video on his publisher’s website,
Eugene Peterson tells of watching a
kingfisher repeatedly dive for fish in a lake.
Peterson counted 37 dives before the
kingfisher caught its supper! “And he’s the
king fisher!” Peterson chuckles. From that
bird-watching episode, he gleaned a
ministry lesson: It may take a long time and
many attempts — maybe dozens! — before
something works out.
God calls us to live out his love faithfully,
even when we don’t seem to be
accomplishing anything. Maybe we extend
36 invitations to worship, work 36 monthly
shifts at a food bank or utter 36 prayers
without seeing results. “What’s the point?”
we wonder. But the kingfisher urges us on:
“Maybe number 37 is the charm!”

In the words of
St. Paul (and
mixing fishing
and farming
metaphors):
“Let us not
become weary
in doing good,
for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIV).
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January 2019

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (5, 12, 19, 26 )
Choir practice—Wednesdays (8, 15, 22, 29)
1
The Office is Closed
6
Communion
8
EPW 7:00 p.m.
11
Seniors’ Day Out
12
Officer/Staff Retreat
20
Ordination and Installation of Officers; Session
Meeting; Souper Bowl of Caring Collection begins
21
Newsletter Deadline
27
Congregational Meeting

February

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (2, 9, 16, 23)
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (6, 13, 20, 27)
3
Communion—Intinction; Souper Bowl of Caring
5
EPW 7pm
8
Seniors’ Day Out
17
Stated Session Meeting
18
Newsletter Deadline

Vicki Thiebaud 1/2
Marian Brown 1/3
Jo Byrd
1/4
Elizabeth Kelleher
1/5
Judy Moreland 1/5
Ian Venegoni
1/5
Justin Sisk 1/6
Alleen Wilkinson 1/8
Austin Gibbs
1/9
Jan Anderson 1/14
Barbara Wyatt 1/14
Dick Knox 1/15
Tom Pappas
1/16
Loren Beatty
1/21
Lewis Thiebaud 1/21
Gary Holloman 1/25
Sophia Veloz
1/30
Lois Byrd 1/31
Jordan Holloman1/31

March

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (2, 9, 16, 23, 30)
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (6, 13, 20, 27)
3
Communion – Intinction
5
EPW 7pm
6
Ash Wednesday
8
Seniors’ Day Out
10
Collection for Lenten Hygiene Kits begins
17
Stated Session Meeting
18
Newsletter Deadline

Susie & Jim Fielding 1/26/1957
Julie & Trey Karlen 1/3/2009
Teresa & Steve Slaton 1/29/1976
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Those Who Will Serve in January

Ushers/Greeters—Team 4
Jenelle Symns—Captain
Dick Knox
Talat Robert
Paul McLin
Alternate: Jackie Robert
Lay Reader
Darlene West

Communion Teams
January 6
Cindy & Blair Garrett

Chandra Anderson
Janice Bell
Denise Bennett—Elder Elect
Tony Bennett
Ronnie Dixon—Elder Elect
Cindy Garrett
Frank Karlen, Sr.
Janet Muller
Tom Pappas
Michele Pappas—Elder Elect
Evelyn Parker
Helen Randolph—Elder Elect
Jenelle Symns
Bruce Turner
Shirlene Watkins
Tom Whitley

Pastor
Sherry Holloman
Director of
Christian Education
Kathy Kreger
Director of Music
Fred P. Watkins
Organist
Melody S. Davis
Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson
Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez
Child Care Provider
Betty Crabtree
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HIGHLIGHTS from the STATED SESSION MEETING
DECEMBER 10, 2019


The Session welcomed Jim Lee as a new member (by Profession of Faith).



Blair Garrett as Moderator of the Research & Development Council reported on the
Eastminster Manual of Operations progress. The new Manual will be presented to the
Congregation at the Congregational Meeting on January 27 for a vote.



Congregational Care (per Book of Order) recommended that these persons be removed from
membership pending responses from the Roll Removal letter sent to them: James Bloyed,
Mary Easton, Olivia Ferrari, Larry Fomby, Raymond Granados, Janet Hayes, Christy Holy,
Melanie Litle, Gail Nixon, Tim Taff and Lynnette Taff.



Session approved the Stewardship recommendation of the following persons as the slate of
officers for 2019: Treasurer, Tony Bennett; Assistant Treasurer: Bruce Turner; Financial
Secretary: Chandra Anderson; and Assistant Financial Secretary: Blair Garrett. The Bylaws
term limits were set aside for the Financial Secretary and Assistant Financial Secretary.



Session approved the Stewardship recommendation of the following persons for the 2018
Financial Review Committee: Darlene West, David Anderson, Cary Blair, Cindy Garrett and
Blair Garrett.



Worship reported that 4 new speakers have been purchased for the Sanctuary to replace 4
aged, worn-out speakers.



Elder Denise Bennett was appointed Clerk of Session for 2019.



With thanksgiving for her life, Laura Hicks was removed from the membership rolls of
Eastminster, as she has entered the Church Triumphant.



The baptism for Mackenzie Claire Carter was celebrated as approved on Sunday, November
18, 2018.



Session approved the building use request from Beverly Manderson for a birthday party on
Saturday, December 22 from 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Elder Bruce Turner will open and close the
building.
Special dates
•
•
•
•

New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019
Epiphany, January 6, 2019
Baptism of the Lord, January 13, 2019
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January
18-25, 2019
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21, 2019

