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Maundy Thursday Communion Service
and An Invitation to Participate in a Foot Washing Service
March 29-6:30 p.m.
Come and Follow Me…Dirty Feet Welcome
Maundy Thursday services generally focus on two traditions, communion
and the washing of feet. As the disciples gathered in the upper room,
they left behind three years of ministry and focused on the last few
hours of Jesus’ life on earth and more specifically what was “to come.”
The Jesus in John’s gospel does not focus on “washing feet” as a sacrament or ritual, but
rather as an invitation and commitment to serving. Even as Jesus is preparing for and
performing the act of washing, he knows that the hour has come for his return to God;
but, before that return, God gives him all power and authority. And what he does here
with absolute power and authority is “serve!”
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.
Truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who
sent them. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13: 12-17)
That could have been the end of the story. But, Peter speaks up: “No, you will never
wash my feet.” The Lord replies, “Unless I wash you, you have no part of me.” Peter
then asked that his whole body be washed, to which Jesus replies: “Those who have had
a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean.” For Jesus, this was not a
sacrament about ritual cleaning or purification; it was a call to serve, humbly serve. The
Lord takes this Jewish custom and tradition of the lowest servant washing feet and turns
it into an act of humility and equality for all persons.
Christian discipleship is not just about being nice and caring for others, as important as
that is. It is the willingness to allow Jesus to serve us in order that our spirits are daily
filled to live as he has lived. We serve not in our name, but in the name of Jesus…and
that serving requires a intimate, trusting relationship with our Lord.
Jesus knew that giving service to others was difficult in the midst of a selfish and selfcentered world. But, he also knew that receiving service from others was perhaps even
harder as we move through a world that tells us we are to be self-sufficient, competitive
and self-centered.

AN INVITATION
As Jesus has taught us in the lesson that the washing of feet is one way of preparing for
discipleship and serving, may all who wish to participate in a Foot Washing Service do so
as we gather for our Maundy Thursday service. It will be offered during the time of silent
meditation in the Narthex of the church.
Persons will have the opportunity to meditate silently, have their feet washed or both.
Following meditation and/or the washing of feet, every person will be invited to enter a
time of silent prayer and reflection.
In the physical washing of the feet, clean water will be used for each participant. Feet
will be held in the hands of the pastor and washed above the basin, allowing the water to
fall into the basin. This is a symbolic washing, so water only will be used. Clean towels
will be used for drying.
For persons coming to the service, already knowing they wish to participate in the foot
washing service, a place will be reserved near the back of the sanctuary for easy access to
the Narthex. We ask that you remove your shoes and socks before entering the Narthex.
If you had not planned on participating in the foot washing service, but feel the Spirit
leading you to do so, simply make your way to the back by way of the side aisles and an
usher will direct you to the basin, and direct you back into the sanctuary. Following the
foot washing service, we will gather around the Table as we share the Lord’s Supper
together.
Good Friday, March 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Come and Follow Me…To the Foot of the Cross
On this evening, we remember the death of our Lord. We also
remember that because of God’s “good” power, death was not the end
of the story. We can’t deny the tragedy of Good Friday, but we can face
it knowing that our hope rests in the belief that not even death can
overwhelm God’s providence, love and grace.
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25 at 11:00 a.m.
Come and Follow Me…Beyond the Palms & Parade
Worship with us as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem,
even as we remember the shouts of “Hosanna” that, by the end of the
week, turned to shouts of “Crucify him!”
Easter Sunday, April 1 at 11:00 a.m.
Come and Follow Me…We Have a Story to Tell
Gather with us as we celebrate the Good News of the resurrection of
our Lord! With joy, we remember and give thanks to God for the
promise of everlasting life!
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SERMON SERIES: GATHER! GROW! GO! COME AND FOLLOW ME!
3rd Sunday of Lent, March 4 at 11:00 a.m.:
Come and Follow Me…Away from the Marketplace
4th Sunday of Lent, March 11 at 11:00 a.m.:
Come and Follow Me…Out of Darkness, Into Light
5th Sunday of Lent, March 18 at 11:00 a.m.:
Come and Follow Me…And No Turning Back
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25 at 11:00 a.m.:
Come and Follow Me…Beyond the Palms & Parade

Rewoven

Spoiler alert

After Jen Hatmaker’s dog shredded an
heirloom baby blanket, she piled up the
dirty yarn and asked her mother-in-law
to somehow reassemble the original. In
Of Mess and Moxie (Nelson Books),
Hatmaker explains how this is a picture
of God’s sovereign work.
When our lives are tattered by sin and
suffering, God doesn’t start from
scratch or create a replica. Instead, he
uses the original threads to reweave a
stronger version and to restore beauty.
(Interestingly, when Joseph tells his
brothers in Genesis 50:20 [ESV], “You
meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good,” the word meant is Hebrew
for wove.)
“Nothing bears a better witness than
watching God resurrect someone’s life,”
writes Hatmaker. “That is a God who
folks want to know, a God worth his
glory.”

In these days of DVRs and streaming
programming, it’s common courtesy to warn
people before discussing a show’s plot or ending.
How frustrating to inadvertently hear how a
much-anticipated drama concludes!
Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for
Christians, however. Jesus’ victory over death
gives us hope and confidence for this life — and
for the life to come.
“The church does not pretend … that it does not
know what will happen with the crucified Jesus,”
writes Thomas Hopko in The Orthodox Faith.
“It does not sorrow and mourn over the Lord as
if the church itself were not the very creation
which has been produced from his wounded side
and from the depths of his tomb. All through
[Holy Week] services, the victory of Christ is
contemplated and the resurrection is
proclaimed.”
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how his story —
and therefore our story — ends: in Easter life!
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Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, GTG 187,
attributed to Englishwoman Dorothy A.
Thrupp (1779-1847), is found in almost
every Christian hymnal. According to the
hymnology website, www.hymanry.org, Savior, Like a
Shepherd Lead Us appears in 1005 hymnals. It is one
hymn that most church members can recognize across
denominational lines. What may surprise most
churchgoers to know, however, is that for such a wellknown and loved hymn of the Christian faith, we know
little about how it was written or who the true author
was. Its past aside, however, we see that whoever
penned these words had a deeply theological message
to share. The mystery of the authorship of the words
goes back to the 1830s, when the hymn made its first
appearances in Thrupp’s Hymns for the Young (c. 1830)
and the Fourth Edition in 1836, but without
attribution. Rev. William Carus Wilson published a
magazine titled The Children’s Friend (June 1838) and
ascribed the poem to “Lyte,” possibly Henry Francis
Lyte (1793-1847). British hymnologist J. R. Watson
notes, “The authorship remains in doubt; all that can
be added is that a stylistic analysis of the vocabulary,
rhythm and content would suggest that Thrupp, rather
than Henry Francis Lyte, was the author” (Canterbury
Dictionary).
The penned words were directly applied to children,
and the anonymous writer obviously meant to use this
four stanza hymn for teaching. It was more than twenty
years later that the tune we presently know was
composed by the American musician William Bradbury
(1816-1868). His tune, named after himself, has most
often been associated with this text. When Bradbury
composed this tune, however, he modified the original
words meant for children and broadened the meaning
to include all the congregation. Then, with some
modernizing of the language, the text was standardized
as it appears today. Since about 1830, the hymn has
remained largely untouched. In fact, when the
Methodist Book of Hymns shortened the refrain in
1966, the publisher received so many complaints, the
full Bradbury version was put back into The United
Methodist Hymnal (1989). Why has this hymn been so
successful for nearly two hundred years? The most
likely answer is found in the theology of the hymn.
Since the focus of the original composition was for
young children, Thrupp would have wanted to
encapsulate the essence and message of a caring Christ
who loves all his children.
In the first stanza, we see Christ portrayed as a
shepherd offering care and guidance to his flock as well
as preparing for service and Christian life. This is
followed by an acknowledgement that we are Christ’s.

Thrupp alludes to Psalm 23 – “pleasant pastures” –
and draws upon the image of Christ as the Good
Shepherd (John 10:1-18). The second stanza picks
up with the idea of possession by Christ and the
continued picture of Christ as the Good Shepherd.
Now, however, the author shows that we are not
only possessed by Christ, but we are also in
fellowship with Christ. Christ is our defender and
guide, and he will hear us when we pray to him and
follow in his footsteps. The author also alludes to
the lost sheep (Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7),
especially in the phrase, “seek us when we go
astray.” The third stanza offers a wonderful
picture of the salvation message of Christ—that no
one is beyond the reach of God’s love and there is
no sin too great to keep us separated from God.
Underlying this message is an understanding of
original sin, the inherent sinful nature of all of
God’s children: “Thou hast promised to receive us,
poor and sinful though we be. . .”Although the
concept of original sin finds its roots with St.
Augustine (354-430), the sixteenth-century
reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin assured
the continuation of this theological concept among
Protestants. The refrain then acknowledges “We
will early turn to Thee,” providing an effective
segue into the final stanza—a poetic device known
as anadiplosis. Stanza four reminds us that the
original focus of the hymn was on children—with
references to seeking Christ early in life: “Early let
us seek thy favor; early let us do thy will. . .”.
Thrupp advocated for an early and honest
following of Christ that leads us to a place of
service and following God’s will. There is a plea for
the love of God to be shown through us as the
body of Christ and that God’s love will always be
present, as he has always loved us.
The picture we get from this hymn, and the reason
it has been such a defining song of the church, lies
in the fact that it presents the fuller theology of
Christian life in one song. This picture of the
saving love and grace of God, the salvation
message of God, God’s fellowship with us, and the
continuing service to God gives us the broader
perspective of what the Christian life should be.
Thrupp attempted to make the hymn accessible to
children, and Bradbury has presented it in a way
that is applicable to every Christian.
Although this song may have had some vague
beginnings, it has lasted and has, hopefully, a
certain future in the church because of its message
of hope, love, salvation, and Christian living.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts. (Romans 5:5)
By God’s grace, each day is a gift, an opportunity
for a new beginning. Through abundant and
generous gifts to OGHS, for many years
Presbyterians have faithfully heeded God’s call to
serve people seeking to reclaim and restore their
lives.
Your gift to OGHS is a gift of hope. Your gift
allows Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to restore
communities around the world affected by natural
and human-caused disasters. Your generosity
helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program work with
Presbyterians and other partners to alleviate
hunger and eliminate its causes in this country and
internationally. Your sharing makes it possible for
Self-Development of People to affirm the dignity
of all by assisting in the empowerment of
economically poor, oppressed, and disadvantaged
people.
As a result of our gifts and the gifts of other
congregations across the church, OGHS will
continue to be a reminder that through the simple
act of sharing, we are blessed and experience
God’s abundance in surprising ways. Thank you
for your longtime support of this offering, as
together we are sharing hope that is a witness to
God’s love for all creation.
The Session of Eastminster during their February
Session meeting approved the One Great Hour of
Sharing receipts to be divided. One-half up to
$1,000 will be used for local mission activities and
the remaining one half will be sent to the
denomination.
There are many opportunities and many different
ways to contribute to One Great Hour of Sharing.
In this newsletter is a One Great Hour of Sharing
Calendar with interesting ways to begin your
contribution. The calendar explains not only the
needs but the daily reminders of just how much
we are blessed.
The Offering will be received March 18, March 25,
and Easter Sunday.
Please prayerfully consider this special offering.
Thanks be to God.
Page 5

“We live and die; Christ died and lived!”
—John Stott
“Don’t start looking in the Bible for the
answers it gives. Start by listening for the
questions it asks.” —Frederick Buechner
“The Law saith, Where is thy
righteousness, goodness and
satisfaction? The Gospel saith, Christ is
thy righteousness, goodness and
satisfaction.”
—Patrick Hamilton
“Be who God meant you to be and you
will set the world on fire.”
—St. Catherine of Siena
“It is since Christians have largely ceased
to think of the other world that they
have become so ineffective in this.”
—C.S. Lewis
Let every dawn of morning be to you as
the beginning of life, and every setting
sun be to you as its close. Then let every
one of these short lives leave its sure
record of some kindly thing done for
others, some goodly strength or
knowledge gained for yourself.
—John Ruskin

SHYC
We had a wonderful time attending
the Senior High Youth Connection.
The Eastminster youth that attended
were Lilly Pappas, Jezzi Whitley and Mason Gonzales.
The theme this year was: With God We Can. The
keynote speaker was Drew Travis. The youth listened to
Drew and then spent time in small groups discussing
the content from the key note and Saturday afternoon,
they put together food kits for “Kids Against Hunger.”
Tim and I knew that it was a great weekend, when
Sunday morning for Worship Service, Mason came up
to us and asked if he could sit with his friends instead
of sitting with us. We all enjoyed the weekend and the
youth are very excited about going to Synod this July.

Youth Mission Trip
The youth will be traveling with Grace Presbytery and
working with an organization called Rebuild South
Texas. We will be staying at Battle Cry which has a large
location called the Epicenter in Magnolia. Battle Cry has
a large bunkhouse that can sleep and shower up to 80
people. Breakfast, a sack lunch and dinner will be
provided by Battle Cry. Work that we could be doing
will be clean-up, demolition and rebuilding from the
flood damage.

Easter Egg Hunt

The youth and Christian Education Council will be
hosting our annual community and church Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March 31, 2018 from 11 a.m. - 1p.m.,
in conjunction with our neighbor church, Christian
Tom Thumb Rebate
Stronghold (the church next door.) The event will be
#3687
held on the grounds of Christian Stronghold. We will
bring the eggs and the crafts, and provide the face
Remember when you go gropainting. The children attending will enjoy making
cery shopping at Tom Thumb
crafts, face painting and hearing the Easter Story in a
use the Good Neighbor number #3687. dramatic play> We’ll end the day with hot dogs, nachos
Eastminster receives a 1% rebate every and desserts. We are asking the congregation to provide
quarter based upon the amount of $$$ individually wrapped candy to put in the Easter Eggs
that you spend. With the special events that we will put together for Saturday. We are also
seeking cookies or brownies or cupcakes from our
that are coming upon us please put this members to provide for the children for the Easter Egg
number in your pocket and use it every Hunt. Look for the box outside of the choir room
time you shop at Tom Thumb!
where you may place your candy donations. Let Kathy
Your Stewardship Committee know if you can provide desserts for the Easter Egg
Hunt.
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New Church School Class starting
March 4th!
March 11—Lunch after worship and play games.
Please come and join us Sunday March
April 8—Lunch after worship and travel to an
4th to discuss the development and forEscape Room.
mat of this new class that is being ofApril 22—Lunch after worship and preparation fered to all that want to discuss, learn
for the Mother’s Day Service.
and yes memorize scripture that will enable children of God to live in the world
May 13—Lead the Mother’s Day Service.
that we live in. We will meet in what is
June 17 through June 23—Mission Trip to
known as the Young Adult Classroom.
South Texas.
The class will meet from 9:30 a.m. to
July 9 through July 14—SYNOD.
10:30 a.m., but may change in the future
as the class develops their format, style
and location.
Class Facilitator: Blair Garrett
Clouds of Witnesses
The Community of Christ in Class Communicator: Kayla Kreger

Youth Calendar

Hebrews
“Lesson Seven: In Community
with the Hope of the Future.
“Lesson seven centers our attention on God’s
Sabbath rest, where we find hope and support
for the future, as well as our current situation.
Pain, trouble, suffering, and difficulty never
have the last word. In Hebrews, hope includes
avoiding the mistakes of the past and looking
forward to future Sabbath rest. The author cites
biblical stories from Genesis, Exodus, and the
Psalms to encourage readers/listeners to accept
or receive God’s gift of Sabbath rest. This rest
message in Hebrews is complex—we can rest in
God in the present, and hope for ‘our eternal
rest in God’s presence.’”
Join us at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening, March
6. Jan Anderson leads the lesson and Helen
Randolph provides the refreshments.
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According to Matthew’s account, what was torn when Jesus
died?
A. Mary’s headdress — she tore it as a traditional Jewish sign of
grief
B. A Roman guard’s sash — Peter grabbed and ripped it in
anger
C. Jesus’ robe — the soldiers divided it among themselves
D. The temple curtain — torn in two from top to bottom
Answer: D (See Matthew 27:51.)

You Never Hear in Church
Hey! It's MY turn to sit on the front pew!
I love it when we sing hymns I've never
heard before!
Pastor, we'd like to send you to this Bible
seminar in the Bahamas.
Nothing inspires me and strengthens my
commitment like our annual stewardship
campaign!
I was so enthralled, I never noticed your
sermon went over time 25 minutes.
Scripture Readings for March
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Mark 4:21–34
Mark 4:35–41
Mark 5:1–20
John 5:25–29
Mark 5:21–43
Mark 6:1–13
Mark 6:13–29
Mark 6:30–46
Mark 6:47–56
Mark 7:1–23
John 6:27–40

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Mark 7:24–37
Mark 8:1–10
Mark 8:11–26
Mark 8:27–9:1
Mark 9:2–13
Mark 9:14–29
John 8:46–59
Mark 9:30–41
Mark 9:42–50
Mark 10:1–16
Mark 10:17–31

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Mark 10:32–45
Mark 10:46–52
Luke 19:41–48
Mark 11:12–25
Mark 11:27–33
Mark 12:1–11
Mark 14:12–25
John 19:38–42
Rom. 8:1–11
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March

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (3, 10, 17, 24)
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (7, 14, 21, 28)
4
Committee Meetings, Communion—Intinction
6
EPW 7p.m.
7
Lent Study 6:30 p.m.; Light Supper 5:45 p.m.
9
Seniors’ Day Out
11
CCC Quarterly Dutch Treat Fellowship
Luncheon—El Fenix, Casa Linda
14
Lent Study 6:30 p.m.; Light Supper 5:45 p.m.
18
Stated Session Meeting
19
Newsletter Deadline
24
Fish Fry
25
Palm/Passion Sunday
29
Maundy Thursday Service, 6:30 p.m.
30
Good Friday Service, 6:30 p.m.
31
Easter Egg Hunt 10a.m. to 1p.m. with Christian
Stronghold Church

April

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (7, 14, 21, 28)
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (4, 11,. 18, 25)
1
Easter Service Communion – Pews/Flowering
of the Cross/OGHS Offering
2
The Office is Closed
3
EPW Night Circle (7:00 p.m.)
6-8
Kidquake #1 (Glenlake) – Grades 1 - 5; GAP
#1 (Gilmont) – Grades 6 - 8
8
Hygiene Kit Collection
13
Seniors’ Day Out
13-15 GAP #2 (Gilmont) – Grades 6 - 8
15
Stated Session Meeting
16
Newsletter Deadline
20-22 Kidquake #2 (Glenlake) Grades 1-5
27-29 Kidquake #3 (Glenlake) Grades 1-5
29
Hygiene Kit Service Sunday; Pulpit Supply

Jennifer Benson
Jacqueline Robert
Jake Davis
Kathy Pettigrew
Sebastian Crouse
Philis Knox
Mary Fields
Alex Lindberg
Jim Bender

3/1
3/9
3/13
3/15
3/21
3/22
3/24
3/30
3/31

Susan & Kevin Karlen
Michele & Tom Pappas

3/2
3/21

May

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (5, 12, 19, 26)
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (2, 9, 16, 23, 30)
1
EPW Night Circle (7:00 p.m.)
6
Communion Sunday–Intinction; Committee
Meetings
11
Seniors’ Day Out
13
Mother’s Day Offering (PC&S: PVNorth, PV
Caring Fund, Faith Hospice); Youth/Senior
Sunday Recognition/Mother’s Day
19
Saturday, May 19 at First Presbyterian Church of
Richardson (change of date of time).
20
Stated Session Meeting
21
Newsletter Deadline
28
Office Closed (Memorial Day)
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Those Who Will Serve in March

Ushers/Greeters—Team 2
Blair Garrett (Captain)
Cindy Garrett
Thomas Falcon
Sylvia Falcon
Lay Reader
Denise Bennett
Communion Teams
March 4
Jenelle Symns & Christine Blair
March 29, Maundy Thursday
Kathy Kreger & Darlene West

Session Elders
Chandra Anderson
Janice Bell
Tony Bennett
Cindy Garrett
Frank Karlen, Sr.
Janet Muller
Tom Pappas
Evelyn Parker
Jenelle Symns
Bruce Turner
Shirlene Watkins
Tom Whitley

Church Staff
Pastor
Sherry Holloman
Director of
Christian Education
Kathy Kreger
Director of Music
Fred P. Watkins
Organist
Melody S. Davis
Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson
Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez
Child Care Provider
Betty Crabtree
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church
6550 Samuell Boulevard
Dallas, Texas 75228-7125

Phone: 214-381-4693
Fax: 214-275-8817
Email: eastminsterdallas@sbcglobal.net
www.eastminsterdallas.org

Non-Profit Organization

Place Mailing Label Here

They who wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Special dates
• World Day of Prayer, March 2, 2018
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 4, 2018
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 11, 2018
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 11,
2018
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 18, 2018
• First day of spring, March 20, 2018
• Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25, 2018
• Holy Week, March 25-31, 2018
• Maundy Thursday, March 29, 2018
• Good Friday, March 30, 2018

