
March 4, 2018 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 
For this very end, therefore, did the Lord love us, that we also should love one another; 
bestowing this on us by his own love to us, that we should be bound to one another in 
mutual love, and united together as members by so pleasant a bond, should be the body 
of so mighty a head. St. Augustine  

GREETING  

OPENING PRAYER 
God of grace and truth…Jesus the Christ.    Amen. 

You are invited to observe silence for one minute, breathing in and out, centering 
yourself on the renewing and healing presence of the Holy Spirit. 

E a s t m i n s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
Embracing the Word...Celebrating the Word...Reflecting the Word... 
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Our Invitation 

An invitation is extended to 
all to reconsider your 

relationship to God through 
Jesus Christ and his church.  

If you are not vitally involved 
in a local congregation, 

perhaps Eastminster is a 
place where you may 
worship, learn, find 

fellowship and serve.  We 
receive members by 

profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord, by transfer of 

membership, or by 
reaffirmation of the faith you 

have professed in another 
church.  Please indicate your 
interest on the registration of 

attendance pad and the 
pastor will contact you. 

Worship at Eastminster 

or situation in your life in which forgiveness is needed? Ask the Lord about the next 
step you can take in that process as he does the work in you.  Ideas include: 

*Praying for that person every day this week, seeking their good and their blessing 

*Confessing your part in the situation to the Lord and perhaps to the other person  

*Reaching out to the other person 

For today pray:  Lord, teach me the healing power of forgiving. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP 

RESPONSE (LUYH) 119 “Lamb of God” 

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT  
(Please remain seated until after the choir has been served first 

and an usher directs you to the aisle.) 

This sacrament is not the possession of this congregation nor of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).  The Lord welcomes you.  We welcome you. All persons are invited to 
receive the sacrament.  Please come to the front court by way of the center aisle.  We 
will receive the sacrament by intinction. The minister will place a piece of bread in your 
hand and you will in turn dip the bread into the cup. Thus, the bread and juice are 
consumed together. Return by way of the side aisle.   

COMMUNION RESPONSE 522 “I Am the Bread of Life” (1st Verse, rise, repeat refrain)  

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Thank you, Lord, for the people you bring to this Table, brothers and sisters in 
Christ. We share this meal, knowing that God created us and loves us all, knowing 
that Jesus died for us all, knowing that the Holy Spirit sustains us all.  We are your 
people…one people, one body, one church in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

GOING INTO THE WORLD WITH GOD’S WORD 

*DISMISSAL AND BENEDICTION  

*RECESSIONAL HYMN 722 “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” 



VOLUNTARY “Fantasia on ‘Iste Confessor’” Lani Smith 
Melody Davis 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 307 “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

LITANY OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  
With hearts of sorrow, we come before you, O God, to confess what you already 
know: we have failed to keep your laws.  Again and again we have followed our 
own selfish will rather than your holy and life-giving will for our lives.  We have 
twisted your decrees and institutions to suit our preconceptions and interests 
rather than your own.  Forgive us, O God, and cleanse us from hidden faults, that 
the words of our mouths and the meditations of all our hearts may be 
acceptable to you, our Rock and our Redeemer.  And to you we offer our 
thanksgiving for the new and forgiven life you have given us in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

RESPONSE 581 “Glory Be to the Father” 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Pew Bible, page 66) Exodus 20: 1-17  

ANTHEM  “As On The Cross” Lloyd Pfautsch 
Sanctuary Choir 

NEW TESTAMENT READING (Pew Bible, page 93) John 2: 13-22 
The grass withers;  

the flowers fade,  
but the Word of our Lord lasts forever. 

Thanks be to God! 

*HYMN 216 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

SERMON “Gather! Grow! Go!: Come and Follow Me…Away from the Marketplace” 
Sherry Holloman 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH We Belong to God  
We belong to God, eternal and infinite, creator of all things and all that is to 
come. We follow Christ, who comes to us from God, and reveals God to us.  He 
heals people and transforms lives, and calls us to join in his ministry. He was 
crucified, died, and was raised by God, and reigns over all creation; and he bids 
us to die and rise with him in the service of the healing of the world. We are 

moved by the Holy Spirit, together with the communion of saints, as members of 
the Body of Christ, God's holy universal church. We are confident in the 
forgiveness of sin, the power of resurrection and the reality of eternal life. In all 
things it is our desire to follow Christ, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, for God's 
glory. Amen.  

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

OFFERTORY “Cleansing Fountain” arr. Gilbert Martin 
Melody Davis 

*RESPONSE 606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
Dear God, we offer you now these gifts. Take our money and use it to bring 
comfort to those in need.  Take our service and use it to bring justice to those 
whose who are oppressed.  Take our witness and use it to bring good news to 
those who hunger for hope.  Take our lives and use them for your holy purpose.  
In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen.  

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUION 

*THE INVITATION  

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
Creator of heaven and earth…on earth and in heaven, singing:   

*RESPONSE 556 “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
When the words of the prophet…proclaim the great mystery of faith:   

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
The congregation will be seated as the prayer continues. 

Through his death and resurrection…   

SILENT PRAYERS OF FORGIVENESS 
One of the radical parts of God’s love is that it is forgiving.  As God forgives us in 
Jesus Christ, we are asked to forgive others. We are asked to forgive even when 
the other is unaware that we are hurt, when the other isn’t deserving, or when 
the other isn’t remorseful. Forgiveness is difficult work that only the Spirit can do 
in and through us. Sometimes the Spirit gives us the ability to forgive fully in a 
short amount of time. More often, it is a slower work in us. Is there a relationship 
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