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Discipleship and Disciple-Making Matter  

Sunday Afternoons from April 15 to May 13, 2018 

3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

An invitation to all…first time guests, long-tenured guests, persons considering 
membership at Eastminster, new or long-time members…come gather with us as 
we explore the foundations of  our faith through a series of  discussions about 
discipleship and why disciple-making matters.  

The sessions, called Discipleship and Discipleship-Making Matters, will consist of  five 
sets of  lessons, introducing who we are as disciples of  Christ and what we believe, 
while fostering relationships that make you feel welcomed or more welcomed…at 
home at Eastminster.  While none of  these topics can be explored to the fullest 
degree in a five-week study, they are meant to serve as an introduction for on-
going discussion and spiritual growth. Following is a basic outline for the class: 

*Explore the meaning of  what God has done for us in Jesus Christ by exploring 
the basic beliefs of  reformed theology and Presbyterianism. What do we believe 
about: 

April 15 (3:00-5:00 p.m.) 
Scripture and Prayer; God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit; and the Trinity 

April 22 (3:00-5:00 p.m.)  
Humanity; the sacraments of  the Lord’s Supper and Baptism; worship (the 
liturgical year and lectionary-based texts) 

*Explore the life and ministry of  Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

April 29 (3:00-5:00 p.m.)   
The Presbyterian (USA) Seal; Polity (Book of  Order, Book of  
Confessions); brief  history of  Eastminster;  and leadership at Eastminster 
(responsibilities: session, committees, congregational) 

May 6 (3:00-5:00 p.m.) 
Discipleship at Eastminster  (opportunities for worship, stewardship, 
education, service, fellowship); disciple-making 

Continued on Page 2 
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Commitments 
Did you wrap a Christmas gift with 
your commitment sheet? Did it get 
thrown out with the Thanksgiving 

turkey bones? You have another chance! The 
2018 Commitment Sheet is included in this 
newsletter because we know that when these 
sheets were originally turned in, the holidays 
were upon us, and it may have been hard to 
think about your time and financial 
commitments for the next year. The form is 
also on the website at 
www.eastminsterdallas.org listed under 
“Resources”. 

There are many opportunities to serve the 
church with your time and talents:  from 
filling the pews with envelopes and pencils 
to stuffing the worship bags for the children.  
There are also six committees to choose 
from that oversee the functions of  the 
church.  Most committees meet once a 
month and your input is essential to the 
work of  the church as we serve our Savior. 

Eastminster has been transitioning to a new 
accounting system and the stewardship 
committee is taking a fresh look at all of  the 
financial procedures of  the church. We plan 
to modify our budgeting method and 
accordingly we need to have accurate pledge 
information to prepare a responsible 
budget. If  you did not turn in a 
Commitment Sheet in the fall, please pray 
about it and mark how you plan to share 
your resources and time with Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church. 

You may bring your commitment sheet with 
you to church, give it to a stewardship 
committee member, place it in the 
stewardship committee mailbox or mail it to 
the church office. Let’s “GATHER! GROW! 
GO!” together! 

Your Stewardship Committee: 

Tony Bennett, co-chair, Cindy Garrett, co-
chair, David Anderson, Gary Holloman, 
Dick Knox, Sean Turner, Darlene West  

Continued from Page 1 

*Foster relationships with others in our 
church family and faith community  

May 13 (3:00-5:00 p.m.)  
The Christian life, community and 
membership at Eastminster and why it 
matters  

Pastor Sherry will be leading the majority 
of  the classes, but other leaders will be 
invited to also help lead.  Taking into 
account personal calendars, classes will be 
flexible, allowing for make-up sessions. 
However, it is important to make this 
journey with others and vital to complete 
all of  the sessions.  

The hopes for this class are, first and 
foremost, the strengthening of  a person’s 
relationship with Christ, and also a calling 
from the Spirit to discipleship and disciple-
making as a member of  Eastminster.  If  
you are interested in attending or have 
questions about the classes or attendance, 
please talk with Pastor Sherry. 



 P a g e  3

APRIL 29, 2018…5th SUNDAY SERVICE AND OFFERING 

CHANGE IS NOISY…whether that change is a redirecting of  the heart and mind, or coins 
dropped into a bucket!!!   

On Sunday, April 29, we are inviting you to offer up a second kind of  NOISY 
“thanksgiving to God” for the ways in which the Lord changes, and is always 
changing, our hearts for the good.   

In addition to our regular Sunday offering, we are inviting you to bring as much change as you 
can…yes…even pennies.  As we exit the sanctuary following the recessional hymn, a bucket 
will be placed at the back of  the sanctuary and we are praying for some very loud “joyful 
noise” with the offering of  our noisy change.   

And all of us, with unveiled faces,  

seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, 

 are being changed into the same image from one degree of glory to another;  

for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 3: 18 

SERVICE SUNDAY, BLANKET AND PACK A PICNIC LUNCH DAY 

You are invited to participate in our 2nd Service Sunday following worship, in the Fellowship 
Hall, on Sunday, April 29!  

The schedule for the day will NOT change.  Breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m., Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m.; Fellowship Time at 10:30 a.m. and worship at 10:55 a.m. 

So…what will our two-fold “service offering” be for the day?   

First, we are inviting you to bring pop-top cans of  vegetables and fruits.  These will NOT be 
used in our food closet. They will be used as supplements for the meals that are being prepared 
for our own members who receive food from time to time through our Soul Food Ministry.  
The pop-top cans provide easier access for weaker hands and are easy to warm in a microwave 
or place in the refrigerator to compliment a casserole or other meats. These cans will be stored 
at the church and given to those who visit and take food to our members. 

Secondly, we will be cutting and tying fleece blankets that can be used for our members in need 
of  a little extra warmth; but also, for gifts to the children who participate in our Christmas 
Village.   

Following worship, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall and you 
can enjoy the wonderful picnic lunch you have prepared for 
yourselves.  Drinks will be provided.  Following lunch, we’ll clear 
the tables. Some will be invited to cut the strips for tying (a 
pattern will be provided), while others can sit around the table, 
chat and tie the knots. 



It is our tradition at Eastminster to sing 
from George F. Handel’s “Messiah” the 
“Hallelujah.”  We have also sung at 

various times over the last thirty-four years other 
pieces from the oratorio.  For your information, 
there are some differences between an oratorio 
and a cantata.  They are very similar but used in a 
different context. First, they both usually involve 
texts from the Scriptures in the case of  sacred 
ones, choirs, soloists, and orchestra. They both tell 
dramatic stories. Story lines are moved through 
soloists/evangelist, while choirs often reflect 
sentiments of  the moment. They are both void of  
costumes and props. Differences are: 1. Cantatas 
are usually much shorter in length. 2. Oratorios are 
usually more dramatic. Think of  them as 
musicals/operas with no sceneries and costumes. 
3. Cantatas are usually performed in religious 
settings (such as part of  a service or special church 
events), compared to Oratorios usually performed 
in concert setting. 

How popular is “Messiah” in the 2014-2015 
Orchestral season alone, 13 out of  the 22 largest 
American orchestras performed the piece 38 times.  
It remains the most popular oratorio in the 
Western world followed by Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” 
and J.S. Bach’s “St. Matthew Passion” and his 
“Christmas Oratorio” depending on whose list you 
are examining. 

Why is it so popular?  There is no one answer, and 
I have to say of  the various so called “classical 
pieces” that our choir sings, pieces from 
“Messiah” receive the most response from this 
congregation.  Here’s why it is meaningful to me.  
It is adapted by Charles Jennens from The King 
James Bible.  A very popular English translation 
then and still among some as well as current sacred 
music text writers for its almost poetic settings. 
The Psalms in KJB are very poetic.  Secondly, 
most baroque (a period of  music, art, literature) 
music is very technical sounding, the text and 
music in “Messiah” evokes responses in me, not 
only from a musical, intellectual response, but 
from an emotional/spiritual response deep in me.  
If  you come to the Good Friday service you know 
that we end that service with “Surely He Has 
Borne Our Griefs” from “Messiah” as the service 
leaders are draping the cross and clearing the 

chancel elements as a symbol of  Jesus being 
laid in the tomb. It is an emotional experience 
as well as a belief  experience, knowing what 
God did through Jesus to bring us to a love 
relationship with God.  This year we will also 
sing on Good Friday “All We Like Sheep Have 
Gone Astray” and Kayla Kreger will sing the 
somber “He Was Despised” about the torture 
Jesus endured for our sins. 

Easter Sunday we will sing “Since By Man 
Came Death” and of  course “Hallelujah.”  In 
our tradition those in the congregation who 
wish to join in “Hallelujah” are welcomed to 
do so whether you are on key or not, make 
that joyful noise as we return the “hallelujah” 
to our services and communions. 

Here are some factoids about the “Messiah” 
for your information and appreciation of  the 
music we sing from time to time from the 
oratorio.  The correct title is “Messiah” not 
“The Messiah.” 

The Messiah oratorio premiered in 1742 when 
the German-born Handel was the preeminent 
composer in his adopted home of  the United 
Kingdom. Handel’s name drew such a crowd 
that audience members were advised to leave 
their hoop skirts and swords at home for fear 
of  overcrowding at the Messiah’s Dublin 
premiere. 

1. A lot of  people thought it was 
blasphemous: Given the oratorio’s sacred 
subject matter and Handel’s note on his 
original manuscript that read “To God alone 
the glory,” it’s hard to imagine that any 
audience could have interpreted the music as 
anything less than devout. However, opera and 
classical composers were often the subject of  
moral outrage in the 1700s. During a 1727 
performance of  a Handel opera, two leading 
sopranos came to blows onstage while the 
audience rooted them on. The incident led 
satirist John Arbuthnot to write a pamphlet on 
the absurdity of  London’s opera world that 
included the line, “Shame that two such well-
bred ladies should call [each other] names, 
should scold and fight.”  Handel hoped 
advertising the piece as “A Sacred Oratorio” 
instead of  “Messiah” would help defuse some 
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of  the controversy, and his decision to premiere 
the work in Dublin instead of  London was in 
part to try the work away from Anglican bishops. 
But even in Ireland, Jonathan Swift of  Gulliver’s 
Travels fame threatened to publicly forbid singers 
from St. Patrick’s Cathedral from participating. 

2. It is not a Christmas piece: Librettist Charles 
Jennens, who was a close friend and collaborator 
with Handel, used the biblical stories of  Jesus 
for the Messiah’s text. Jennens described his 
work as “a meditation of  our Lord as Messiah in 
Christian thought and belief.”  But only the first 
third of  the work was about the birth of  Jesus. 
The second act covers the death of  Jesus and the 
third focused on his resurrection. As such, the 
piece was originally conceived as a work for 
Easter and was premiered in the spring during 
the Lent season. By the 19th century, Messiah 
became a regular December staple particularly in 
the United States. Laurence Cummings, 
conductor of  the London Handel Orchestra, 
told Smithsonian Magazine that the Christmas 
performance custom may have partly come out 
of  necessity.  “There is so much fine Easter 
music — Bach's St. Matthew Passion, most 
especially — and so little great sacred music 
written for Christmas,” he said. 

3. It was written incredibly fast:  Handel wrote 
the original version of  Messiah in three to four 
weeks. Most historic accounts estimate the 
composer spent only 24 days writing the 
oratorio. What makes this even more astounding 
is the sheer scale of  the 259-page score. Richard 
Luckett, author of  Handel’s Messiah: A Celebration, 
writes that there are some uncorrected errors or 
blotted out notes but remarkably few mistakes 
given the speed of  Handel’s writing. NPR music 
commentator Miles Hoffman estimates there are 
roughly a quarter of  a million notes in Messiah. 
At a little more than three weeks of  10-hour 
days, Hoffman said that means Handel would 
have had to keep a continuous pace writing 15 
notes a minute. 

4. There is no definitive version: Leonard 
Bernstein once raised eyebrows by reordering 
sections of  Messiah for a Carnegie Hall 
performance. Not many conductors would have 

the confidence to tinker with the original 
intentions of  a composer like Handel, but, his 
original intentions are hard to guess. Handel 
rewrote parts of  the oratorio to better meet the 
abilities of  soloists and the available instruments 
with each of  the original 13 performances. 
Historically, Messiah has continued to change 
with the ensembles that perform it. Mozart re-
orchestrated Messiah in 1789 and gave it a more 
modern sound by Classical orchestra standards. 
He humbly wrote that any alterations he made 
should not be seen as an effort at improvement. 

5. King George II stood during the “Hallelujah” 
chorus… or maybe not: An often repeated 
legend about Messiah tells the story of  King 
George II who was so moved by the 
“Hallelujah” chorus during the London premiere 
of  Messiah that he rose to his feet and then 
everyone in attendance followed suit as not to be 
sitting when the king stood.  Thus we believe the 
regularly debated tradition of  standing during 
the “Hallelujah” chorus came to be — also 
giving birth to countless passive-aggressive 
battles of  concert decorum between the sitters 
and standers.  However, according to various 
experts, there is no truth to this story. In fact, 
there is no evidence King George II was even in 
attendance, and it is unlikely the newspaper 
writers that were in the audience would have 
overlooked mentioning a royal presence. The 
first reference to this story was a letter written 37 
years after the fact. 

We stand because it is our tradition at 
Eastminster to stand as the elements of  
communion are returned to the table. We stand 
in respect for what God has done by showing us 
His love for us through Jesus’ life, teachings, 
death, and resurrection. We stand because of  our 
joy and thanksgiving for all of  God’s blessings 
on us every day of  our lives. 



Our Graduating Seniors 

We have two graduating seniors this 
year, Hannah Blair and Lilly Pappas. 

We will be honoring these two lovely ladies on May 
13 at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall with a special 
breakfast of  sausage spinach bake (breakfast will 
begin being served at 8:30 a.m.) along with coffee, 
juice and water. 

The children, youth and youth alumni will lead the 
Mother’s Day Worship Service.  We invite all to come 
and join us on Mother’s Day for breakfast and what 
will be a wonderful worship service . 

We are looking for men of  the church who will 
volunteer to come and help serve breakfast on May 
13.  We need the volunteers to be at the church at 
7:30 a.m. to start warming up casseroles and getting 
them served to our guests. 

Youth Events: 

April 8: youth will have lunch at the church and then 
travel to an Escape Room for the afternoon. 

April 22: youth will have lunch and then start 
preparing for the Mother’s Day Service on May 13. 

April 22-23: Kayla Kreger and Abby Gayle Flores 
will be traveling to Kidquake at Gilmont for the 
weekend 

May 13: Mother’s Day Service 

Joe Willy’s 

A reminder of  the youth fundraiser at Joe Willy’s 
Thursday, April 19, 2018 beginning at 5:30 p.m.  If  
you have never been to Joe Willy’s, you need to come 
out and join the good food and fellowship at Joe 
Willy’s.   

June Youth Mission Trip 
The youth will be traveling with Grace Presbytery 
and working with an organization called Rebuild 
South Texas. We will be staying at Battle Cry which 
has a large location called the Epicenter in Magnolia. 
Battle Cry has a large bunkhouse that can sleep and 
shower up to 80 people.  Breakfast, a sack lunch and 
dinner will be provided by Battle Cry. Work that we 
could be doing will be clean-up, demolition and 
rebuilding from the flood damage. 
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Financial Peace University 

Hosted by Eastminster 

Beginning 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church is 
proud to offer a 9-week biblically based 
common sense financial education to 
everyone in every walk of  life. 

Robin Gordon is a Ramsey Solutions 
Master Financial Coach and she will be 
leading the class. 

In the first 90 days, families who take 
the class typically pay off  $5,300 in debt 
and save $2,700. That’s an $8,000 
change in financial position.  That’s a 
typical result. The class costs $109.  If  
enough people sign up, the cost of  the 
class will go down. Think about it… 
$8,000 change in financial position… 
the cost for the class is a good 
investment.  

Classes begin Wednesday, May 2, 2018 at 
6:00pm.  

Watch for more information on how to 
sign up! 



Clouds of Witnesses 
The Community of Christ in 

Hebrews 

“Lesson Eight:  In Community 
with the Household of  Faith.  

“Lesson eight examines the household of  faith 
that reminds us of  our supportive home with 
each other in God. 

The word house is frequently used in scripture 
and often carries a deeper meaning than a mere 
physical shelter or structure.  It can mean 
physical structure, the people of  God, the 
community of  faith, tabernacle, or Temple.  
God in Christ is the builder of  the house 
(communities of  faith) and the members of  the 
community are the stewards.” 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening, April 3.  
Linda gives  the devotional, Philis leads the 
lesson, and Jan provides the refreshments. 

Why we need Easter 

No one is exempt from tragedy or 
disappointment — even God was not 
exempt. Jesus offered no immunity, no 
way out of  the unfairness, but rather a 
way through it to the other side. Just as 
Good Friday demolished the instinctive 
belief  that this life is supposed to be 
fair, Easter Sunday followed with its 
startling clue to the riddle of  the 
universe. Out of  the darkness, a bright 
light shone. …  

The cross of  Christ may have overcome 
evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. 
For that, Easter is required, a bright 
clue that someday God will restore all 
physical reality to its proper place.  

—Philip Yancey, 
Disappointment With God 

 

New Church School Class 

Please come and join us on Sundays in 
Room 16, the Young Adult Classroom 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Our format is group discussion with 
emphasis on Bible study of  the main 
people in the Bible.  We have studied 
Adam and Eve and Noah.  The current 
study is on Abraham. 

Class Facilitator:  Blair Garrett 
Class Communicator:  Kayla Kreger 

“The resurrection … was only the beginning 
of  a great, grand and vast outreach that has 
never ended and will not end until our Lord 
Jesus Christ comes back again.” —A.W. Tozer  

“It is the hour to rend thy chains, the blossom 
time of  souls.”  —Katherine Lee Bates  

“Easter is the soul’s first taste of  spring.”  
 —Richelle Goodrich  

“Nothing is so strong as gentleness, and 
nothing is so gentle as true strength.”  
 —St. Francis de Sales 
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In John 10, what metaphor does Jesus use to 

describe himself?  

 

A. “I am the gate …”  

B. “I am the good shepherd …”  

C. Both A and B  

D. Neither A nor B  

Answer: C (See John 10:9, 11. 

Scripture Readings for April 

1 - Psalms 93; 150  
2 - Psalms 97; 145  
3 - Psalms 98; 146  
4 - Psalms 99; 147:1–11 
5 - Psalms 47; 147:12–20  
6 - Psalms 96; 148  
7 - Psalms 92; 149  
8 - Psalms 93; 150  
9 - Psalms 97; 145  
10 - Psalms 98; 146  

11 - Psalms 99; 147:1–11  
12 - Psalms 47; 147:12–20  
13 - Psalms 96; 148  
14 - Psalms 92; 149  
15 - Psalms 93; 150 
16 - Psalms 97; 145  
17 - Psalms 98; 146  
18 - Psalms 99; 147:1–11  
19 - Psalms 47;  147:12–20  
20 - Psalms 96; 148  

21 - Psalms 92; 149  
22 - Psalms 93; 150 
23 - Psalms 97; 145  
24 - Psalms 98; 146  
25 - Psalms 99; 147:1–11  
26 - Psalms 47; 147:12–20 
27 - Psalms 96; 148  
28 - Psalms 92; 149  
29 - Psalms 93; 150 
30 - Psalms 97; 145 



 P a g e  9

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURH 

SENIORS’ DAY OUT 
Friday, April 13th, 10:00 a.m. 

Movie and Lunch 

Movie:  “Unbroken” (2014 true 
story, 2 hours, 17 minutes) with 
Garrett Hedlund, Domhnall 
Gleeson and Jai Courtney. 

This inspiring tale of survival is 
based on the real-life 
experiences of Louis Zamperini, 
an American pilot held by the 
Japanese during World War II.  
After his plan crashed in the 
Pacific Ocean, Zamperini spent 
47 days adrift before his 
capture. 



April 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (7, 14, 21, 28) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (4, 11,. 18, 25) 
1 Easter Service Communion – Pews/Flowering 

of the Cross/OGHS Offering 
2 The Office is Closed 
3 EPW Night Circle (7:00 p.m.) 
6-8 Kidquake #1 (Glenlake) – Grades 1 - 5; GAP 

#1 (Gilmont) – Grades 6 - 8 
8 Hygiene Kit Collection 
13 Seniors’ Day Out 
13-15 GAP #2 (Gilmont) – Grades 6 - 8 
15 Stated Session Meeting 
16 Newsletter Deadline 
29 Pulpit Supply; Service Sunday Tie Blankets 

May 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (5, 12, 19, 26) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (2, 9, 16, 23, 30) 
1 EPW Night Circle (7:00 p.m.) 
6 Communion Sunday–Intinction; Committee 

Meetings 
11 Seniors’ Day Out 
13 Mother’s Day Offering (PC&S: PVNorth, PV 

Caring Fund, Faith Hospice); Youth/Senior 
Sunday Recognition/Mother’s Day 

19 Saturday, May 19 at First Presbyterian Church of 
Richardson (change of date of time). 

20 Stated Session Meeting 
21 Newsletter Deadline 
28 Office Closed (Memorial Day) 

June 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (3, 10, 17, 24) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (7, 14, 21, 28) 
3 Communion; Committee Meetings 
8 Seniors’ Day Out 
10 CCC Quarterly Fellowship Luncheon at the 

Circle Grill 
16-23 Youth Mission Trip – Grades 6-12 
17 Father’s Day - Father’s Day Offering (PC&S: 

PVNorth, PV Caring Fund, Faith Hospice) 
19 Newsletter Deadline 
24 Session Meeting  
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Kelsey Whitlow 4/1 

Frank W. Karlen, Sr. 4/4 

Cary Blair 4/5 

Craig Blair 4/5 

Anne Lindberg 4/11 

Deidre Maples 4/12 

Charles Blair, Jr. 4/13 

Garrett Gibbs 4/14 

Danny Wood 4/15 

Mason Gonzales 4/17 

Talat Robert 4/18 

Trey Karlen 4/23 

Brent West 4/23 

Lauren O’Neill 4/30 

 

Bonnie & Jack Lucas 4/2 

Beverly & Roy Ridley 4/22 

Vicki & David Gibbs 4/29 

 



 

 

Ushers/Greeters—Team 3 

Jim Fielding (Captain) 

Jan Anderson 

Will Nixon 

John Sill 

Lay Reader 

Vicki Thiebaud 

Communion Teams 

April 1 (Pews) 

Tony & Denise Bennett 

Blair & Cindy Garrett 

Those Who Will Serve in April 
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Session Elders 

Chandra Anderson 

Janice Bell 

Tony Bennett 

Cindy Garrett 

Frank Karlen, Sr. 

Janet Muller 

Tom Pappas 

Evelyn Parker 

Jenelle Symns 

Bruce Turner 

Shirlene Watkins 

Tom Whitley 
 

 

 

Church Staff 

 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 

Director of 

Christian Education Kathy Kreger 

Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson 

Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez 

Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree 

Thank you, Gleaners! 

Dear Gleaners, 

What a surprise to receive a basket of  
Easter goodies from our dear Sunday 
School class.  The Easter Bunny thought 
of  everything!  It will certainly satisfy 
Jack’s sweet tooth.  Thank you all for 
keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. 

Love, 

Jack & Bonnie Lucas 



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
6550 Samuell Boulevard 

Dallas, Texas 75228-7125 

Phone: 214-381-4693 
Fax: 214-275-8817 
Email: eastminsterdallas@sbcglobal.net 
www.eastminsterdallas.org 

They who wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength,  they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

Non-Profit Organization 

 

 

 

Place Mailing Label Here 
 

 

Special dates 

• Easter Sunday, April 1 

• Administrative Professionals Day, April 25 


