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“If you could only sense how important you are to the lives of those 

you meet; how important you can be to the people you may never 

even dream of. There is something of yourself that you leave at 

every meeting with another person.” Fred Rogers  

IT’S A GREAT DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

“We go to another church, but we pass by your church every day on our way to work and 
we think of  it as our church. We see the work you are doing and even though we don’t 
belong to your church, we wanted to send a little offering gift to say thank you for loving 
your neighbors. Loving our neighbors, that’s what Jesus told us to do.” 

“It seems like every time I am feeling down your church bells play just the old hymn I need 
to hear. I haven’t heard ‘Jesus Loves Me’ yet, but after the bells stop I sing it anyway.” 

“I’ve been a member of  a church for 30 years, but I just can’t make it there anymore.  My 
church doesn’t check on me, but one of  your church members does if  I miss too many 
Saturday breakfasts. I thank the Lord Jesus for you all.”  

“Sometimes I come and sit on the church steps and pray.  It is a peaceful place. I feel God’s 
presence.”  

“Thank you for calling me by my name. Your church really cares about all kinds of  
people.”  

“This is the first church I have ever attended that actually practices what they preach.  I 
can’t be involved in everything, but I know my offering is being used to tell and show the 
gospel. That’s why I wanted to become a member. God is blessing this church.”  

“The gift baskets from the Sunday School class, the cards, calls, communion in my living 
room, all of  these remind me that my family at Eastminster loves me, cares about me and 
prays for me. I say thank you every day in my prayer time.”  

“I am so glad the Lord said it was time for our churches to become real neighbors! We got 
some work to do!”  

I think Mr. Rogers would be pleased with our “outreach” to neighbors and 
our “in reach” to our church members, friends and visitors. 

Continued on Page 2 



Continued from Page 1 I could go on and on with quotes, but I 
won’t.  I have started keeping a notebook 
of  things that people say to me at Saturday 
breakfast, when they come to our door 
during the week or Sunday mornings, an 
unexpected knock on the door during our 
Presbyterian Women’s study or Lenten 
study, the Easter Egg Extravaganza, Faith 
Coalition meetings, and surprisingly when 
they recognize “Pastor Sherry” at one of  
our neighborhood restaurants, or at a street 
corner.  It’s much more than recognizing 
me. They associate me with Eastminster, 
their “other church.”  But, most 
importantly, they see the face of  Christ in 
us.   

Do I pray for more saved souls in the pews; 
more dollars in the plates to put more 
saved souls in the pews; familiar faces in 
the pews every Sunday; hearts and minds 
engaged in more Bible study; hands to do 
the work the Lord has called us to do; 
more, more, more youth and little ones 
with contagious laughter and tough 
questions…YES!  And do I believe God 
answers prayers…YES.  In God’s way and 
in God’s time.  My calling…keep praying, 
keep trusting, keep working!   

But, above all else, I pray that whether a 
person comes to our door, comes through 
the door once, comes more than once or 
decides that the door to Eastminster should 
be their “church door,” more than any of  
this, if  we are helping our neighbors, 
friends, church family be drawn closer to 
the love of  the Lord, then I’d say…it’s a 
great day in the neighborhood.   
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Do you pray for more saved souls in the 
pews; more dollars in the plates to put 
more saved souls in the pews; familiar 
faces in the pews every Sunday; hearts 
and minds engaged in more Bible study; 
hands to do the work the Lord has 
called us to do; more, more, more youth 
and little ones with contagious laughter 
and tough questions?  Do you believe 
God answers prayers…in God’s way 
and in God’s time? Do you believe, as a 
disciple, you have a calling to share the 
good news of  God’s saving and 
redeeming love in Jesus Christ?  Will 
you join me in praying, trusting, 
working?  

“We live in a world in which we need to 
share responsibility. It's easy to say ‘It's 
not my child, not my community, not 
my world, not my problem.’  Then there 
are those who see the need and 
respond.  I consider those people my 
heroes.”  - Fred Rogers 

May the love of  God enfold us; 
the peace of  Christ surround us, 

and the strength of  the Spirit 
be in and among us.  Amen 

Pastor Sherry 
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ALUMINUM CANS 

Please continue to bring 
aluminum cans to the church 
instead of  throwing them in 
the trash.  
There are 
garbage pails in 
the courtyard 
for the cans.  
The cans 
usually bring 
$15-$20 each 
time they are sold. 

Not much, but every little bit 
helps!!  

RECYCLE, RECYCLE! 

Finding meaning in surrender 

Dag Hammarskjöld, Swedish diplomat, the 
second secretary-general of  the United 
Nations, was known for his Christian faith 
and his efforts as a peacemaker. He 
received the Nobel Peace Prize 
posthumously after dying in a plane crash 
in Africa in route to negotiate a cease-fire.  

In Markings, his published diary, 
Hammarskjöld wrote not of  his illustrious 
career but of  his conversations with God. 
He expressed concern about finding 
meaning in life and living a life filled with 
meaning. On Pentecost in 1961 (just 
months before he died), Hammarskjöld 
wrote: "But at some moment I did answer 
Yes to Someone — or Something — and 
from that hour I was certain that existence 
is meaningful and that, therefore, my life, 
in self-surrender, had a goal." 

The Eastminster Eagle 

“The time has come,” the walrus said, “to talk of  
many things: of  shoes and ships - and sealing wax 
- of  cabbages and kings.” Lewis Carroll 

“For the times, they are a-changin’” 
 Bob Dylan 

The costs are mounting, and the mailing list 

is dwindling.  Don’t worry, the Eagle is not 

going to cease publication.  But, the 
delivery method will be changing. 

If  you have an email listed with 
Eastminster, you will have received the 
notice and a link when The Eagle is posted 
on the website: www.eastminsterdallas.org.  
The newsletter may also be emailed to you 
as a PDF.  If  you cannot receive the 
newsletter in either of  these 2 ways, you 
will still receive a print copy, either by mail 
if  you are not able to attend, or if  you are 
able to attend, there will be print copies 
available at Eastminster. 

Please call or email to let the office know 
your preferred method of  delivery—or 
even if  you wish to be removed from the 
distribution list altogether. 

We will continue to mail the newsletter for 
the remainder of  2018, the changes will 
begin with January 2019. 

Email officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org, 
or call 214-381-4693, or drop a note to 
6550 Samuell Blvd., Dallas, TX 75228. 



Thanks to the choir for 
all their work in 
preparing and their 
offerings during Holy 
Week, Easter, and 

Eastertide.  We are truly blessed to have 
such a faithful and talented choir and 
musicians. These members of  our church 
and extended Christian family bring 
whatever level of  skill and talent they 
have and give generously of  their time to 
help us all in our worship of  God. 
Thanks as well to you, the congregation, 
for your singing of  the hymns and songs 
during this season has been outstanding.  

This month we will be celebrating 
another Holy day of  the Christian church 
– Pentecost.  This is the day according to 
the book of  Acts when the Holy Spirit 
came upon the disciples in Jerusalem, and 
is considered by most to be the “birth of  
the church.” 

We also celebrate another event on that 
day—our anniversary as a congregation. 
However proud we may feel, there is still 
much to do as we are God’s people in this 
place and time and God continues to 
reveal work and mission for us! 

This year Trinity Sunday falls on 
Memorial Day May 27th. We also 
celebrate and remember the ultimate 
sacrifice given by relatives, friends, and 
others that we may be able to worship 
and be a united people and join with 
other peoples, in various parts of  the 
world, for whom those sacrifices bought 
some freedom and relief.  We usually sing 

the hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to 
Save” on this day with the original 
words written by William Whiting in 
1860 and set to music by John B. 
Dykes in 1861.  Dykes, an Anglican 
clergyman, called the tune “Melita,” 
which is an archaic term for Malta, 
and the supposed site of  the 
shipwreck in Acts Chapters 27-28.  
This hymn was adopted by the United 
States Navy, U.S. Marines, U.S. Coast 
Guard, and the Royal Navy in the 
early to mid-1900s and have had some 
alterations in the verses to reflect land, 
air, sea and other special military units.  
In the original use it is appropriate for 
Trinity Sunday as we sing of  the Holy 
Spirit and in the last verse the Trinity. 

I hope and pray as we continue 
another year in this place, that we will 
remember our calling, find our way as 
a congregation, as family, and as 
individuals to fulfill that call, and each 
of  us continue to live up to and in that 
call and all we do and sing be “To the 
Glory of  God.” 
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Clouds of Witnesses 
The Community of Christ in 

Hebrews 

“Lesson Nine:  In Community 
with All the Saints” 

“Lesson nine highlights the great cloud of  
witnesses from the past and present who show us 
how to live in faith and who support us in 
faithful living.  

Communities form us as individuals.  They 
provide support, like the rock wall metaphor 
in the study, and they surround you, like a 
cloud. 

This is the final lesson for our Clouds of  
Witnesses 2017—2018 study. 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening, 
May 8.  Christine gives the devotional, Kathy 
leads the lesson, and Christine provides the 
refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Church School Class 

Please come and join us on Sundays in 
Room 16, the Young Adult Classroom 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

Our format is group discussion with 
emphasis on Bible study of  the main 
people in the Bible. 

Class Facilitator:  Blair Garrett 
Class Communicator:  Kayla Kreger 
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EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SENIORS’ DAY OUT 

Friday, May 11th at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Cards and Lunch 
 

We’ll also decide on our next outing. 



May 13 
Mother’s Day and Our 

Graduating Seniors  

One last reminder about Mother’s Day, May 13.  
We’ll serve a special breakfast 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. in the 
fellowship hall. The slideshow 
recognizing our two graduating 
seniors, Lilly Pappas and Hannah 
Blair, will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

The youth, children and alumni 
will then lead the Worship Service 
at 11:00 a.m.  Come and enjoy 
breakfast with us and then stay and enjoy the 
Worship Service on May 13. 

Easter Egg Extravaganza  
with Christian Stronghold 

There were over 500 people at the Easter Egg 
Extravaganza at Christian Stronghold Church on 
March 31, 2018. 256 were children, who happily 
participated in the Easter Egg Hunt. 

A special thank you to Blair Garrett, Evelyn 
Parker, Alicia Almanza, Janet Mueller, John Sill, 
Christine Blair, Cheryl Wood, Jenelle Symns, 
Kathy Kreger, Sherry Holloman, Becky Hensley 
and Tom Pappas; and 
our youth and children: 
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Jacob Wood, Haley Wood, Lilly Pappas 
Mason Gonzales, Hannah Hensley, 
AbbyGayle Flores and Kaila. Everyone 
had a wonderful time! 

The Escape Room 

On Sunday afternoon, April 8, Mason 
Gonzales, Jezzi Whitley, Coy Whitley, 
Jacob Wood, Lilly Pappas, and Kayla 
Kreger had a great time at the Escape 
room.  They made it out with 58 seconds 
to spare on their hour.  Be sure and ask 
them about their experience at the 
Escape room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week 

I wanted to relay a quick story that Lewis 
Thiebaud shared with me. Lewis told me 
that AbbyGayle really enjoyed the 
Services during Holy Week. AbbyGayle 
was asking a lot of  good questions. She 
attended the Maundy Thursday Service 
and the Good Friday Service. 

June Youth Mission Trip 
Our youth will be traveling to Magnolia, 
Texas from June 17-23, 2018 with Grace 
Presbytery and working with an 
organization called Rebuild South 
Texas. Rebuild South Texas is a faith-
based organization without any paid staff. 
With only volunteers, they are currently 
building homes at no cost to those 
affected by Hurricane Harvey.  

Lilly Pappas and 

Hannah Blair 



The youth will stay at Battle Cry, which 
has a large location called the Epicenter 
in Magnolia. Battle Cry has a large 
bunkhouse that can sleep and shower up 
to 80 people.  They will provide 
breakfast, a sack lunch and dinner.  

The youth will be helping clean-up and 
rebuild homes after the devastation of  
Hurricane  Harvey.  If  any youth would 
like to go, the cost is $120.00.  Just let 
Kathy know, and give her the $120.00 so  
she will be able to get you signed up. 

SYNOD 

It’s time to start thinking about SYNOD. 
Registration is open.  SYNOD will be 
from July 9-14.  Let Kathy know if  you 
would like to go. SYNOD is open to 
rising 9th graders to graduating seniors.  
Kathy can get you registered online.  
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Communion and Lunch with Some of our 
Homebound 

We had a fantastic luncheon with many of  our 
homebound.  As many as were able came to 
Eastminster and 
enjoyed lunch 
(prepared by Pastor 
Sherry) and 
fellowship, and then 
shared communion 
together.  Everyone 
that came had a 
good time. 

Have you seen our new online giving program? We’re excited about the new 

things happening at Eastminster through our online community. You can 

securely give from our website and via text message, and you 

can even set up recurring donations.   If  you’d like to activate 

your account, please contact the church office by email at 

officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org or by calling 214-381-4693.  

We’ll then email you so you can get started today.  
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While in Jerusalem for Pentecost, people from 

many faraway lands miraculously heard the 

disciples preaching in their own native 

languages. Which of the following modern-day 

places was/were represented?  

A. Egypt  B. Libya  

C. Crete  D. Rome  

E. All of the above  F. A, B and D  

Answer: E (See Acts 2:9-11.) 

Scripture Readings for May 

1 1 Thess. 5:1–11 
2 1 Thess. 5:12–28 
3 2 Thess. 2:1–17 
5 2 Thess. 3:1–18 
6 James 1:2–8, 16–18 
7 Col. 1:9–14 
8 1 Tim. 2:1–6 
9 Eph. 1:1–10 
10 Heb. 2:5–18 
11 Eph. 2:1–10 

12 Eph. 2:11–22 
13 Heb. 12:18–29 
14 Eph. 3:1–13 
15 Eph. 3:14–21 
16 Eph. 4:1–16 
17 Eph. 4:17–32 
18 Eph. 5:1–32 
19 Eph. 6:1–24 
20 Acts 4:18–21, 23–33 
21 1 John 3:18—4:6 

22 1 John 4:7–21 
23 1 John 5:1–12 
24 1 John 5:13–21 
25 2 John 1–13 
26 3 John 1–15 
27 Rev. 19:4–16 
28 1 Tim. 1:1–17 
29 1 Tim. 1:18—2:15 
30 1 Tim. 3:1–16 
31 1 Tim. 4:1–16 

Thanks, Mom! 

At his graduation, a young man tasked with 

giving a speech began reading from some 

notes. “I want to talk about my mother and 

the wonderful influence she had on my life,” 

he said. “She’s a shining example of  

parenthood, and I love her more than words 

can ever do justice.”  

The graduate then paused, appeared to 

struggle a moment and looked up at the 

audience with a mischievous smile. “It’s really 

hard to read my mom’s handwriting,” he said. 
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“Each day holds a surprise,” wrote Henri Nouwen. 
“But only if  we expect it can we see, hear, or feel it 
when it comes to us.  Let’s not be afraid to receive 
each day’s surprise, whether it comes to us as 
sorrow or as joy.” 

Wait — sorrow as a surprise? And I’m not to fear 
it? Aren’t surprises supposed to be happy things? 
What does Nouwen mean?  

He continues: “It will open a new place in our 
hearts, a place where we can welcome new friends 
and celebrate more fully our shared humanity.” 
And I remember, too, the psalmist’s words: “The 
LORD is near to the brokenhearted” (Psalm 
34:18). Maybe that’s the surprise in our sorrow: 
that when we ache, as when we celebrate, God is 
there — in new friends, in shared humanity. 
Surprise!  —Heidi Mann 

“He departed from our sight that we might return 
to our heart, and there find him. For he departed, 
and behold, he is here.”  —St. Augustine  

“The point is not to pay back kindness but to pass 
it on.”  —Julia Alvarez  

“Adopt the pace of  nature: Her secret is patience.” 
 —Ralph Waldo Emerson 

It is beyond the realm of  possibilities that one has 
the ability to out-give God. Even if  I give the 
whole of  my worth to him, he will find a way to 
give back to me much more than I gave.  
 —Charles Spurgeon 

Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do 
easy things; after Pentecost they found it easy to do 
hard things.  —A.J. Gordon 

It is beyond the realm of  possibilities that one has 
the ability to out-give God. Even if  I give the 
whole of  my worth to him, he will find a way to 
give back to me much more than I gave.  
 —Charles Spurgeon 

Restart your heart 

Pain and loss are inescapable on 
this earth; fortunately, the Great 
Physician specializes in fixing 
hearts. Our participation is vital to 
recovery, though, as Danny Gokey 
sings in “Tell Your Heart to Beat 
Again.”  

The song was inspired by a pastor 
asking to watch a cardiac surgeon 
— one of  his congregants — in 
action. When the doctor attempted 
to restart the patient’s heart after 
repairing it, the organ wouldn’t 
cooperate. The surgeon knelt to 
speak to his patient: “We have fixed 
your heart. We have repaired it. 
There is nothing wrong with your 
heart. If  you can hear me, I need 
you to tell your heart to beat 
again.” And it did — because she 
did.  

“You can get back up again,” says 
Gokey, who faced loss when his 
first wife died. “You can move 
forward with your life, and you 
don’t have to walk with a limp.” 
God has fixed our hearts, Gokey 
says, but we need to recognize that 
— and begin to hope again. 



May 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (5, 12, 19, 26) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (2, 9, 16, 23, 30) 
6 Communion Sunday–Intinction; Committee 

Meetings 
8 EPW Night Circle (7:00 p.m.) 
11 Seniors’ Day Out 
13 Youth/Senior Sunday Recognition/Mother’s 

Day; Mother’s Day Offering (PC&S: PVNorth, 
PV Caring Fund, Faith Hospice) 

20 Stated Session Meeting 
21 Newsletter Deadline 
27 Alex Pappas, Pulpit Supply 
28 Office Closed (Memorial Day) 

June 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (2,9,16, 23, 30) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (6, 13, 20, 27) 
3 Communion; Committee Meetings 
8 Seniors’ Day Out 
10 CCC Quarterly Fellowship Luncheon at the 

Circle Grill 
16-23 Youth Mission Trip – Grades 6-12 
17 Father’s Day - Father’s Day Offering (PC&S: 

PVNorth, PV Caring Fund, Faith Hospice) 
19 Newsletter Deadline 
24 Session Meeting  

July 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (7, 14, 21, 28) 

No Choir Practice 
1 Communion - Intinction 
4 Office Closed 
5-14 Pastor Sherry at Synod Youth Workshop 
9-14 Synod  
8 Pulpit Supply 
16 Newsletter Deadline 
19-22 JHMAS – Grades 6-8 
21 Ice Cream Social 
29 5th Sunday Service in the Fellowship Hall 
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Doris Parker 5/2 

Jenelle Symns 5/2 

Bill Davis 5/5 

Bill Parker 5/6 

Sean Turner 5/9 

Michelle Robert Elahi 5/13 

Becky Hensley 5/10 

Willis Nixon 5/12 

Julie Watkins 5/14 

Cora Barraza 5/14 

Kayla Kreger 5/15 

Emily Wood Desmond 5/17 

Julie Karlen 5/17 

Melody Davis 5/21 

Anna Blair 5/25 

Alice Brooks 5/26 

Coy Whitley 5/31 

Barbara & Duke Wyatt 5/7/1960 

Lynnette & Tim Taff 5/8/1999 

Willis & Gail Nixon 5/12/1996 

Becky & Chad Hensley 5/15/2010 

Elizabeth & Sean Kelleher 5/15/2003 

Anne & Alex Lindberg 5/19/1979 



 

 

Ushers/Greeters—Team 4 

Jenelle Symns (Captain) 

Dick Knox 

Talat Robert 

Cary Blair 

Jackie Robert (Alternate) 

Lay Reader 

Sean Turner 

Communion Teams 

May 6 

Dick & Philis Knox 

Those Who Will Serve in May 
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Session Elders 

Chandra Anderson 

Janice Bell 

Tony Bennett 

Cindy Garrett 

Frank Karlen, Sr. 

Janet Muller 

Tom Pappas 

Evelyn Parker 

Jenelle Symns 

Bruce Turner 

Shirlene Watkins 

Tom Whitley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 

Director of 

Christian Education Kathy Kreger 

Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson 

Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez 

Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree 



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
6550 Samuell Boulevard 

Dallas, Texas 75228-7125 

Phone: 214-381-4693 
Fax: 214-275-8817 
Email: eastminsterdallas@sbcglobal.net 
www.eastminsterdallas.org 

They who wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength,  they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

Non-Profit Organization 

 

 

 

Place Mailing Label Here 
 

 

Special dates 

• National Day of Prayer, May 3, 2018  

• Ascension, May 10, 2018  

• Mother’s Day, May 13, 2018  

• Armed Forces Day, May 19, 2018  

• Pentecost, May 20, 2018  

• Victoria Day (Canada), May 21, 2018  

• Trinity Sunday, May 27, 2018  

• Memorial Day, May 28, 2018 


