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BANGKOK — In late January, Daniel Pappas was riding in a van with his video 
equipment traveling toward the border of  Burma (Myanmar). Most people don’t 
get that kind of  opportunity, but to him it’s just another happy step on a path he 
didn’t know he was taking. 

A native of  Dallas, Pappas was born into Eastminster Presbyterian Church. Some 
25 years later he is making videos for mission co-worker the Rev. Sharon Bryant to 
recruit English teachers for the program she supervises, Christian Volunteers in 
Thailand (CVT). Both Bryant and Pappas are connected with Grace Presbytery in 

Texas and when a delegation from Grace 
visited Thailand, Bryant was so impressed 
with the video work Pappas did, she invited 
him back to create recruitment videos. 

The video project is being funded by The 
Presbyterian Church of  Red Bluff  in 
California from a bequest made by Gordon 
Todd, who died at 99 and wanted Red 
Bluff ’s special funds committee to use the 

money to support mission projects. Todd’s 
sister was a missionary in China and he was 
so enthralled with her stories, he wanted to 

honor her work. Three brief  videos will be available in April for congregations 
and presbyteries who want to learn more about teaching English to children in 
Thailand. 

Pappas spent a month in Thailand with Bryant and crisscrossed the country, 
talking to volunteers, alumni and school administrators. The goal, according to 
Bryant, is to look for people who “have a desire to share the love of  God with the 
Thai people.” The program is under the direction of  the Church of  Christ in 
Thailand, a longtime PC(USA) global partner. The CVT program celebrated its 
55th anniversary last year. 

Although potential volunteers must have a college degree, no teaching experience 
is required — only fluency in English without a strong accent. The cost to 

Daniel Pappas creates videos to recruit English teachers for  

Christian Volunteers in Thailand 

by Kathy Melvin | Presbyterian News Service (reprinted from presbyterianmission.org) 

Daniel Pappas shoots video at a Church of  
Christ in Thailand school. (Photo by 

Kathy Melvin) 
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support one CVT volunteer is about 
$8,000 US. The volunteer receives 
housing which includes a private 
bedroom and bathroom and a fan or 
air-conditioning for the hot summer 
months. There’s also a small food 
allowance, which includes meals eaten 
at school and a cash stipend to cover 
other living expenses. CVT helps the 
volunteer with required legal 
documents including a work permit and 
a one-year visa. Volunteers receive an 
orientation to the culture and customs 
of  Thailand and an introduction to the 
Thai language and the policies of  the 
CCT. The CVT program offers four 
professional development retreats a 
year in various locations throughout 
Thailand. Currently CVT volunteers 
range in age from 21-77. 

By expanding English offerings, the 
CCT hopes to strengthen the church’s 
witness and give Thai students an 
important tool for success in academia 
and international commerce. 

Thailand has been an active member of  
the Association of  Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) for almost 50 years. In 
the past decade, the country has been 
moving toward integrating itself  more 
closely with its Asian neighbors to form a 
community of  nations similar to the 
European Union with close diplomatic and 
economic ties. Opening national borders 
and reducing trade restrictions is creating an 
increasing demand for the use of  the 
English language — the only language the 
ASEAN nations have in common. 

CCT was founded 1934 as the Church in 
Siam with the intent of  forming a single 
ecumenical denomination to include all 
Protestant churches in Thailand. Other than 
a small number of  American Baptist and 
British Churches of  Christ congregations, 
most of  the original member churches were 
Presbyterian congregations, many of  which 
were started by missionaries from the 
American Presbyterian Mission Board. 

‘A heart to serve’ 

Pappas said there were common themes in 
the interviews he conducted.  Almost 
everyone said the children captured their 
hearts and they would stay in Thailand as long 
as they could.  One volunteer had agreed to 
stay for one year and after three her husband 
and son were coming to make sure she 
actually came home this time. “Everyone I 
talked with said they would recommend the 
program to anyone who felt called by God to 
serve,” he said. “If  you have a heart to serve, 
the CVT program is the place for you.” 

After completing high school in Dallas, 
Pappas attended Southern Methodist 
University to study film. Both his parents did 
their undergraduate degrees there and his 
father graduated from SMU’s law school. 
Pappas said he applied to SMU to appease his 

Mission co-worker  Sharon Bryant greets 
Daniel Pappas at the Bangkok airport. 

(Contributed photo) 
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parents. Nine colleges accepted him, but he felt 
SMU offered the best opportunities. 

During his senior year in college, Pappas was 
thinking, as most seniors do, about what’s next. 
His sister suggested he look at the Young Adult 
Volunteer Program (YAV).  She had served in 
New Orleans the year after she graduated. 
“You’re my older sister. I would never follow in 
your footsteps,” he told her. He spent his 2015-
16 YAV year in Peru shooting and editing video 
interviews with native tribes, documenting their 
stories of  forceful land evictions, unlawful water 
pollution and their collective resistance. He also 
recorded teen-led workshops about human 
trafficking prevention and learned, and then 
taught, Spanish sign language at a clinic for deaf  
children in the area. 

After completing his YAV year, Pappas returned 
to Dallas and began working in communications 
for Grace Presbytery, which had initiated the 
contact with Bryant. He is currently forming his 
own freelance video company and hopes to 
specialize in generating content for nonprofits. 
He said that working for his church is truly an 
honor. 

On Sunday, May 19, join us after 
worship at Verona Italian Restaurant, 
9039 Garland Road for the quarterly 
CCC Fellowship Dinner. 

Echoes of Easter 

The Resurrection wasn’t a “one-off ”; it was a spark that lit a flame that continues burning 
even today, especially where people minister in the Risen One’s name. One such outreach, 
Camp Noah, serves children traumatized by disaster. Nationwide, volunteers offer week-
long experiences of  kindness, love, listening and safety to kids who’ve recently survived a 
tornado, flood, hurricane, wildfire or shooting. Kids often open up for the first time to share 
their “storm stories” and begin a journey of  healing.  

Leaders at Camp Noah attest to God’s power to bring joy out of  sorrow, trust out of  fear 
and life out of  death. A boy who initially was aloof  dances with another camper at the 
closing worship; kids who arrived with uncertain expressions leave with smiles and regained 
confidence. Mental health counselors are part of  camp teams, and referrals are made to 
continue care afterward.  

Resurrection often happens in steps, not overnight. But wherever “ordinary” daily ministry 
takes place in Christ’s name, extraordinary echoes of  the first Easter are evident.  
 —Heidi Mann 

https://www.veronarestaurantdallas.com/
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A huge and unending thanks 
to the Choir and 
instrumentalists for the 
inspiring, uplifting music 
through all of  Lent, Holy 

Week, and Easter!  Thanks also to those of  
you who during all those times, have taken 
time tell us how much an anthem or hymn 
spoke to you, or moved you emotionally, or 
inspired you. 

Our Music Ministry’s task is primarily to lead 
the congregation in singing praises to God 
but also to sing on behalf  of  the 
congregation anthems and songs of  praise, 
prayer, and reflection to God.  We are not 
singing for your praise but to God.  That said, 
we are human, and we do appreciate when 
you tell us something that we offered to God 
moved, inspired, or the Spirit spoke to you 
through the music. 

We continue the Easter season, also known as 
Eastertide, through May this year, ending with 
the Ascension of  Jesus Sunday.  On May 5th 
we will also sing one of  my favorite hymns, 
“Lift High the Cross.” 

During the nineteenth century the English 
branch of  the Anglican Church was known 
for their elaborately staged processions. 
Especially on high holy days or as they would 
say, major feast days.  Many of  our favorite 
hymns had the processionals in mind when 
they were composed.  (If  you would like to 
read about a modern day colorful and 
elaborate Episcopal church in North 
Carolina, read the very funny liturgical 
mystery book series by Mark Schweizer.  I 
can’t remember which book has the huge 
processional, but all of  his books have some 
humorous insight into all congregations.) 

“Lift High the Cross” was written by George 
W. Kitchin in 1887 for a festival service of  a 
mission organization, The Society for the 

Propagation of  the Gospel, and held in 
Winchester Cathedral by Kitchen, then 
Dean of  the Cathedral.  It had 11 stanzas 
and refrain.  The original was altered by 
Michael Robert Newbolt in 1916 for 
publication in Supplement to Hymns Ancient 
and Modern, and through that publication 
gained usage through-out the English-
speaking world. Newbolt later became 
Canon of  Chester Cathedral.  

One important feature of  processionals 
that “Lift High the Cross” uses is that the 
crucifer (person carrying the cross) lead 
the procession lifting the cross high.  This 
ritual use of  the cross is a sign of  the 
victory of  the resurrection and finds a 
biblical basis in John 12:32, “And I, when 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men to myself ” (RSV).  In the fourth 
century, the story of  Emperor 
Constantine’s vision as found in one of  
the early church fathers writings in 
Eusebius’s Life of  Constantine, in which 
Constantine says he saw a cross with these 
words “In hoc signo vinces” (In this sing 
[of  the cross] you will conquer.)  
Christianity was officially recognized as a 
religion of  the Roman Empire thus 
fostering the further spread of  
Christianity. 

The original first stanza read as follows: 
“Come, brethren, follow where our 
Captain trod, Our King victorious, Christ 
the Son of  God.”  Several Hymnal 
Committees from the United Methodist 
Hymnal of  1989 to our Glory to God, have 
replaced that opening verses with one 
with more inclusive language and fewer 
military references.  Other small changes 
to the remaining stanzas have occurred 
for the same reasons.  Oh, and yes the 
original 11 were edited by Newbolt and 

Continued on Page 5 
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Continued from  Page 4 

The living Word 

Many know of  teacher Annie Sullivan 
helping young Helen Keller break through 
barriers of  blindness and deafness to 
discover language: how Sullivan placed one 
of  Helen’s hands under running water, 
spelling water in sign language over and over 
into the other. In Keller’s words: “Suddenly I 
felt a misty consciousness as of  something 
forgotten — a thrill of  returning thought; 
and somehow the mystery of  language was 
revealed to me. I knew that w-a-t-e-r meant 
the wonderful cool something that was 
flowing over my hand. That living word 
awakened my soul, gave it light, hope, joy, set 
it free.”  

God’s living Word, working through the 
waters of  baptism, also awakens us — to a 
life of  faith anchored in God’s unconditional 
love. Baptism revives in us a “misty 
consciousness” that we are safe in God and 
reveals “the mystery of  language” that is 
prayer. In baptism, as water washes over our 
bodies, the living Word gives us light, hope, 
joy and true freedom. 

Time-management tips 

A general rule for the good use of  time is to 
accustom oneself  to live in a continual 
dependence on the Spirit of  God, receiving 
from moment to moment whatever it pleases 
him to give us, referring to him at once in the 
doubts which we necessarily run into, turning 
to him in the weakness into which goodness 
slips from exhaustion, calling on him and 
lifting oneself  to him, when the heart, swept 
away by material things, sees itself  led 
imperceptibly off  the path and finds itself  
forgetting and drifting away from God. 
Happy the soul which … never stops saying 
to itself  a hundred times a day, “Lord, what 
wouldst thou that I should do? Teach me to 
perform thy holy will, for thou art my God.”  
 —François Fénelon 

over time have resulted in most hymnals 
as four stanzas. 

It wasn’t used here in the United States 
until professor and hymnologist Donald P. 
Hustad published it in Hymns for the Living 
Church (1974).  Since that time it is sung in 
many churches and found as a staple in 
many hymnals. 

The hymn use of  the understanding of  
the Church Militant (Ecclesia Militans), 
meaning “those Christians on earth who 
are engaged in a continuous war against 
evil and the enemies of  Christ,” and the 
Church Triumphant (Ecclesia 
Triumphans), “those Christians in heaven 
who have triumphed over evil and the 
enemies of  Christ.”  In this theological 
framework, one can appreciate the context 
of  the hymn and what some would call its 
excessive militaristic language. UM 
Hymnal editor Carlton Young notes, “Our 
hymnal’s version provides the opportunity 
to express the spirit of  ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers’ without singing militaristic 
metaphors.”  

On May 5th we will sing Lift High the Cross 
as a recessional.  Why? When we leave the 
Sanctuary after worship service, we are 
charged to go back into the world to live 
as Christ and to spread the Good News of  
the Gospel either through our words to 
others or through our daily living as 
examples or both.   We are charged to 
“Lift high the cross” and what it 
represents to our families, our neighbors, 
our city, and the world.  

“And I, when I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men to myself ” John 12:32, RSV  
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SYNOD & Triennium 

Our youth will be busy this 
summer.  We have two events 

that we are participating in.  The first one is 
SYNOD (July 8-12). Christine Blair and 
Tammy Crouse will be leaving right after 
church on Sunday, July 7 and traveling to Tulsa 
Oklahoma with Jezzi Whitley, Coy Whitley, 
Jacob Wood, Sebastian Crouse, and Alek 
Veloz.  The youth and adults always have a fun 
time at Synod.  Gary and Sherry Holloman, 
and Kayla Dixon will be there too. 

Jacob and Mason will also attend Triennium 
(July 16-20).  They will be at Synod and then 
turn right around and head to Purdue 
University.  Triennium is a national conference 
that is held every three years.  Youth from all 
over the world will attend. Jacob and Mason 
will travel with the Grace Presbytery 
delegation on Charter Buses to Indiana. 

Summer Sunday School 

Sunday School for the youth and children will 
be June 2 and August 4.  We will not meet in 
July.  The adult Sunday School classes will 
meet as they are scheduled and as the 
members agree upon.  

Youth Meeting 

The youth meet right after church on May 5, 
to have lunch together and to prepare for the 
Mother’s Day Service on May 12, 2019. Youth, 
make plans now to attend on May 5 so we can 
get parts to you to practice for  May 12. 

Mother’s Day 

The youth will be leading the Mother’s Day 
Service on May 12. Jacob Wood is preaching 
the sermon and the 
youth will be leading 
the other parts of  the 

Service.  We will recognize the mothers 
at the beginning of  the Service.  Come 
join the youth on May 12. 

Eastminster’s Graduates 

You are invited on Sunday, May 12, 
2019 to join us for the Senior 
Recognition breakfast in the fellowship 
hall at 9:15 a.m. We will serve  Sausage 
Spinach Bake for breakfast beginning 

at 8:30 a.m.  
Come join 
us as we 
recognize 
Jacob 
Wood and 

Sebastian Crouse as they graduate from 
high school this year. 

Thank you! 

Ronnie and Kayla Dixon and I would 
like to thank the congregation for all 
the support that they give to the youth 
program.  It is your generosity and love 
for the youth that make these trips 
possible.  

Eastminster 

Presbyterian Church 

Seniors’ Day Out 

Friday, May 10, 2019 

Cards and Lunch 
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Healing hospitality 

Repeated headlines about 
violence can make us 
“feel like locking our 
doors and never entering 
society again,” writes 
pastor and author Max 
Lucado. After another 
mass shooting, he 
penned an online opinion 
piece that urged people 
to do the exact opposite 
by opening their doors, 
their hearts and their 
circles.  

“It’s no accident that 
hospitality and hospital 
come from the same 
Latin word,” Lucado 
writes, “for they both 
lead to the same result: 
healing. When you open 
your door to someone, 
you are sending this 
message: ‘You matter.’”  

Because daily life is filled 
with rejections, extending 
an invitation — even to a 
simple meal — can be 
life-altering, Lucado 
contends. What you think 
is a messy house might 
be a sanctuary to 
someone else, “and to 
those who eat alone 
every night, pork and 
beans on paper plates 
tastes like filet mignon.” 
Our kitchen tables are 
“God’s secret weapons in 
the war on fear,” Lucado 
says. “We never know 
what one meal will do.” 
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Realm Makes it Easy to Give! 

Would you like to keep up with your own contribution report?  Or update your own 
information?  Well, you can!  With our Realm program you can have all this 
information at your fingertips.  You can have easy access at any time.  Let the office 
know that you would love to have this convenience, and we’ll send you a Realm 

invitation.  You will set up your own account and you will have access to your own information. 

Did you know that you can give by text?  Text “epcdallas" to 73256 to give using your text 
messaging.  You will be sent a text link to follow to complete the donation.  Standard text 
message rates will apply.  

“Kindness is like a garden of  
blessings.”  —Sirach 40:17  

“To the world you are a mother, 
but to your family you are the 
world.”  
 —Adapted from Dr. Seuss  

“Any mother could perform the 
jobs of  several air-traffic 
controllers with ease.”  
 —Lisa Alther  

“The wise man doesn’t give the 
right answers; he poses the right 
questions.”  
 —Claude Levi-Strauss 

Graduation day is tough for 
adults. They go to the ceremony 
as parents. They come home as 
contemporaries. After 22 years 
of  child-raising, they are 
unemployed. 
 —Erma Bombeck  

In family life, love is the oil that 
eases friction, the cement that 
binds closer together and the 
music that brings harmony.  
 —Eva Burrows 

Who ya gonna call? 

Being “self-made” may be admirable in the world’s 
eyes, but as numerous people have quipped, self-made 
people often worship their creator — themselves. As 
actor Roland Young observed, “I’m a self-made man, 
but I think if  I had it to do over again, I’d call in 
someone else.”  

St. Paul knows just whom to call. Reflecting on his 
sinfulness, the apostle writes, “What a wretched man I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject 
to death?” Paul immediately answers his own question: 
“Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” (See Romans 7:24-25, NIV.) 

Floating on faith 

As a man and his young daughter were boating one 
day, their vessel sprang a leak. The father knew he’d 
have to swim to shore but couldn’t with the child in 
tow. She hadn’t gotten far in swimming lessons but 
could float on her back, so he told her to do so and 
promised to return.  

Coast Guard personnel were skeptical that a child 
could survive so long in the water. But hours later, as 
the sun set and they considered halting the search, 
someone spied a red dress amid the waves. The girl, 
still floating, was singing a hymn. Astounded, rescuers 
asked how she held on so long. “My daddy said he’d 
come back for me,” she said, “and he never breaks his 
promises.”  

Prayer rests on just such trust. We can’t know when 
God will answer or act, but we know he promises 
never to abandon us and that God keeps his promises. 
So we can lie back and float — on faith. 
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In Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus, to what 

two women is Boaz connected?  

 

A. Rahab and Ruth  

B. Tamar and Rahab  

C. Ruth and Bathsheba  

D. Bathsheba and Mary  

Answer: A (See Matthew 1:5.)  

Scripture Readings for May 

1 Dan. 2:17–30 
2 Dan. 2:31–49 
3 Dan. 3:1–18 
4 Dan. 3:19–30 
5 Dan. 4:1–18 
6 Dan. 4:19–27 
7 Dan. 4:28–37 
8 Dan. 5:1–12 
9 Dan. 5:13–30 
10 Dan. 6:1–15 
11 Dan. 6:16–28 

12 Gen. 18:22–33 
13 Jer. 30:1–9 
14 Jer. 30:10–17 
15 Jer. 30:18–22 
16 Jer. 31:1–14 
17 Jer. 31:15–22 
18 Jer. 31:23–25 
19 Isa. 32:1–8 
20 Jer. 32:1–15 
21 Jer. 32:16–25 
22 Jer. 32:36–44 

23 Jer. 33:1–13 
24 Deut. 31:30–32:14 
25 Deut. 32:34–41 (42) 43 
26 Deut. 15:1–11 
27 Deut. 8:1–10 
28 Deut. 8:11–20 
29 Deut. 19:1–7 
30 Ezek. 1:1–14, 24–28b 
31 Ezek. 1:28–3:3 

Joys of motherhood 

• A hug for no reason.  
• Belly laughs.  
• The light-bulb moment when your child 
understands something you’ve been trying to 
teach them.  
• Smiles and giggles.  
• Mud pies.  
• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your child’s 
lips.  
• Quiet moments on the couch.  
• Reading aloud together.  
• A family meal filled with conversation and 
laughter.  
• Watching your child be kind to another.  
• A child’s look of  surprise and joy.  



May 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday 4, 11, 18, 25 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (1, 8, 15, 22, 29) 
5 Communion–Intinction; Youth Meeting; Pulpit Supply 
7 EPW Night Circle (7:00 p.m.) 
10 Seniors’ Day Out 
12 Mother’s Day Offering (PC&S: PVNorth, PV Caring 

Fund, Faith Hospice); Youth/Senior Sunday 
Recognition/Mother’s Day 

19 Stated Session Meeting; CCC Fellowship Lunch 
@Verona Italian Food 

20 Newsletter Deadline 
27 Office Closed (Memorial Day) 

June 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays 5, 12, 19, 26 
  School Supply Drive for PCHAS begins 
  EPW Summer Dining 
1 Presbytery Meeting:  1st Presbyterian of Fort Worth 
2 Communion; Youth Group 
14 Seniors’ Day Out 
16 Pulpit Supply; Father’s Day; Father’s Day Offering 

(PC&S: PVNorth, PV Caring Fund, Faith Hospice) 
23 Pulpit Supply 
24 Newsletter Deadline 
30 Stated Session Meeting; Youth Group 

July 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday: 6, 13, 20, 27 

Choir is out for the Summer 
No Session or Committee Meetings 

4 Office Closed 
5-14 Pastor Sherry at Synod Youth Workshop (Synod 

from July 9-14) 
7 Communion – Intinction; Pulpit Supply 
12 Seniors’ Day Out 
16-21 Triennium 
22 Newsletter Deadline 
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Doris Parker 5/2 

Jenelle Symns 5/2 

Bill Davis 5/5 

Bill Parker 5/6 

Sean Turner 5/9 

Becky Hensley 5/10 

Willis Nixon 5/12 

Michelle Robert Elahi 5/13 

Julie Watkins 5/14 

Cora Barraza 5/14 

Kayla Kreger 5/15 

Emily Wood Desmond 5/17 

Julie Karlen 5/17 

Melody Davis 5/21 

Anna Blair 5/25 

Alice Brooks 5/26 

Coy Whitley 5/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara & Duke Wyatt 5/7/1960 

Willis & Gail Nixon 5/12/1996 

Becky & Chad Hensley 5/15/2010 

Elizabeth & Sean Kelleher 5/15/2003 



Ushers/Greeters—Team 4 

Dick Knox—Captain 

Jenelle Symns Talat Robert 

Paul McLin 

May 5: 
Liturgist: Chandra Anderson 

Acolytes: 
Katie Karlen, candles 
Jacob Whitley, cross 

Communion:  Chandra & Frank Karlen 
 

May 12: 
Children, Youth, and Young Adults 

May 19: 
Liturgist: Charlotte Turner 

Acolytes: 
Katie Karlen, candles 
Bruce Turner, cross 

May 26: 
Liturgists: Jennifer Gailey 

Acolytes: 
Jim Lee, candles 

Jacob Whitley, cross 
 

Those Who Will Serve in May 

 

 

 

Janice Bell 

Denise Bennett 

Tony Bennett 

Ronnie Dixon 

Cindy Garrett 

Janet Muller 

Michele Pappas 

Evelyn Parker 

Helen Randolph 

Bruce Turner 

Shirlene Watkins 

Mason Gonzales, Youth Elder 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 

Director of 
Christian Education Kathy Kreger 

Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson 

Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez 

Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree 
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Special dates 

• National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2019  

• Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019  

• Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2019  

• Memorial Day, May 27, 2019  

• Ascension, May 30, 2019 


