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DON’T WORRY…THEY’RE BACK!!!!!!
People often ask us, “Why do you live out in the country; it’s such a long drive?” In a word…peace.
Perhaps not everyone’s kind of peace, but it is, for me, a small part in a larger picture of peace.
As you might imagine, I am a fan of all things small. In any given season, as I leave the hurry and hustle
of Dallas behind, I find myself amazed, inspired and at peace…with small things. Baby calves, horses,
donkeys, goats. A momma and her baby possums, squirrels, ducks, and yes, even skunks—those little
stinkers are so cute! And, we can’t forget the baby eaglets, seen only by camera, from the JBS Wetlands
near Combine. For the past 5 plus years mom and dad have returned to the same nest to lay eggs and
bring to life their little ones.
But, here in the office we have discovered our own little piece of peace with the returning of birds,
making their nests, laying their eggs, caring for the babies, and with a flap of the wings…off they go to
grow up! We look forward to the spring around here—when we can say, “They’re back!” Probably, not
the “same” momma and daddy, but we don’t care. We just get excited about watching this rhythm of
life. More importantly, it is for us, a reminder of the calming, peace-offering promise of our Lord from
Matthew’s gospel: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?”
There is no doubt that a life of discipleship calls for us to be active, engaged, attentive to daily details,
and yes, even sometimes busy. There is nothing wrong with the hard work of our hands and feet; it’s
when the heart begins to become anxious, relying solely upon our own work and agenda, that we begin
to understand why our Lord tells us to look to the birds and watch the provisions that come their way.
Our little friends this year, three of them, were born near one of the
busiest places on the church grounds…the Fellowship Hall door.
All around them, other birds, squirrels and humans come and go,
and yet, we have watched as momma bird cares for her young in
the middle of noise and comings and goings. Her little nest has no
storage unit or refrigerated cupboards. She works diligently every
day to bring them some local favorites—bugs and worms, but she
does not worry. Soon, they are going to grow up and fly away and
she will have instilled in them a sense of trust. So, it is with our
Lord. Each day we are asked to work diligently for the sake of the
kingdom, to not worry, and to trust in the Lord’s daily provisions.
Perhaps little miracles of nature don’t bring you peace. That’s OK, but for me, they are a small part in a
larger picture of peace…the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ which passes our understanding. But
somewhere, when I can utter the words, “They’re back!” I feel like I am a bit closer to resting in the
peace of Christ!
May the peace of Christ surround you this and every moment!
Sherry

Pleasant Grove Food Pantry
Tuesday, May 8, was a busy day at Pleasant Grove Food Pantry. 168 families 'shopped' for
food. In those families were 678 individuals (269 children, 93 senior citizens, and 316 adults).
They left loaded down with a total of 7,696 pounds.
North Texas Food Bank provided bell peppers and tomatoes. Our Saviour Community
Garden provided curly lettuce. Other choices were: oatmeal, cereal, crackers, mac & cheese,
rice, elbow macaroni, fresh salsa, canned black-eyed peas, green beans, canned potatoes,
canned carrots, corn, dried small red beans, canned tomatoes, large juices, canned pears, dried
blueberries, dried plums, assorted canned fruits, shelf stable milk, peanut butter, canned pork,
tuna, beef stew, assorted canned meats, chicken tacos, and bean burgers. As extra treats there
was a variety of canned and bottled drinks, apple cinnamon snacks, canned mushrooms,
canned pumpkin, go and grow for infants, and bath soap.
Our fantastic volunteers brought in the NTFB produce from the pallets, set up tables and
computers, stocked shopping shelves and the 'free table', sorted boxes of food, helped clients
all day, then put everything away at the end of the day. Lunch for the fantastic volunteers was
provided by some of the volunteers: Remy brought spaghetti, Wayne brought beans and
sausage, and Beverly brought a delicious dessert. Together Team PGFP had a great day
helping others and fellowshipping together. We could not do what we do without our fantastic
volunteers. Thank you.
Also serving our clients were our providers and vendors offering health information and small
gifts. And every Tuesday, April with NTFB is at PGFP to help clients file for SNAP benefits
and solve issues. We thank all of you.
Not to leave out anyone, without our donors like El Rancho Supermercado,
LBI, Southeast Dallas Chamber of Commerce, Pleasant Grove Kiwanis
Club, Eastminster Presbyterian Church, Pleasant Grove Christian Church,
Umphress Rd. United Methodist Church, Inwood Bank, and many others,
none of this could or would happen. Thank you.
It is really a blessing to be a part of such a great community.

Pleasant Grove Food Pantry April Report
Date
4/3
4/10
4/17
4/24
Total

The number of people served in April:
#Families #Children #Seniors
#Adults = Total Individuals Pounds
144
210
77
280
567
7530
166
228
99
292
619
6337
141
210
75
269
554
5967
158
261
79
281
621
6530
609
907
330
1124
2361
26,364
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The Eastminster Eagle
“The time has come,” the walrus said, “to talk of
many things: of shoes and ships - and sealing wax
- of cabbages and kings.”
Lewis Carroll
“For the times, they are a-changin’”

Bob Dylan

Thank you all who have responded. I do
have a favor to ask: Please stay on the
mailing list until December!
The costs are mounting, and the mailing list
is dwindling. Don’t worry, the Eagle is not
going to cease publication. But, the
delivery method will be changing.
If you have an email listed with
Eastminster, you will have received the
notice and a link when The Eagle is posted
on the website: www.eastminsterdallas.org.
The newsletter may also be emailed to you
as a PDF. If you cannot receive the
newsletter in either of these 2 ways, you
will still receive a print copy, either by mail
if you are not able to attend, or if you are
able to attend, there will be print copies
available at Eastminster.
Please call or email to let the office know
your preferred method of delivery—or
even if you wish to be removed from the
distribution list altogether.
We will continue to mail the newsletter for
the remainder of 2018, the changes will
begin with January 2019.
Call 214-381-4693 or email
officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org.
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This month on June 17 the
choir will sing a version of
“Just a Closer Walk with
Thee” page 835 in our Glory
To God hymnal. Many of us
grew up hearing and singing this song, so for
many in our congregation and visitors, it is a
familiar Gospel Song. Lets take a brief look at
the meaning of this song.
As with many songs and hymns, the origins are
unknown. Such is the case with “Just A Closer
Walk with Thee.” While it is interesting and
helpful sometimes in understanding the
context in which a song or hymn is written, it is
not as important as the witness of the hymn
itself in the lives of those who sing it.
The refrain: ‘Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea, daily walking close to
thee: let it be dear Lord, let it be.”
The following analyzation I have taken, and in
places adapted, and added the refrain and
verses, from an article that Dr. Michael Hawn
former Director of Sacred Music Perkins
Theology School wrote a few years ago. “The
first witness may be found in the testimonial
nature of the text. Vs 1 ‘I am weak, but thou
are strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; I’ll
be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close
to thee.’ The anonymous composer feels
“weak” and lives in a world of “wrong.” The
only way to be “satisfied” is by invoking Jesus
who is “strong” and by walking closely beside
him. It is the daily close walk with Christ that
leads one to become more Christ-like. As
James 4:8 notes, “Come close to God, and God
will come close to you. Wash your hands, you
sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is
divided between God and the world.” (New
Living Translation)
Vs 2 ‘Through this world of toil and snares, if
I falter, Lord, who cares? Who with me my
burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord,
none but thee.’ In the second stanza, the singer

seems to be despondent in a “world of toil
and snares.” The first rhetorical question
posed is, “If I falter, Lord, who cares?” A
second question, "Who with me my burden
bears?” receives a welcome response,
“None but thee.”
Vs 3 ‘When my feeble life is o’er, time for
me will be no more; guide me gently, safely
o’er to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore.’
The third stanza leads us where many
gospel songs take us—to heaven. The one
with whom we walk in life will “guide me
gently, safely o’er to thy shore.”
The second witness is the wide range of
recording artists who have sung this song.
While not exclusively used in the AfricanAmerican community, it is a song strongly
identified with African Americans. The
Selah Jubilee Singers, a black gospel quartet,
made the first known recording of the song
in 1941. They were known as the first
gospel group to play in the famed Apollo
Theater in New York City. Following this
recording are many black and white gospel
recordings including the Sallie Martin
Singers (mid-1940s), Pat Boone (1957),
Tennessee Ernie Ford (1957), Ella
Fitzgerald (1967), Joan Baez (1969), Bob
Dylan and Johnny Cash (1969) and many
others including the Boston Community
Choir in a tribute to Senator Ted Kennedy
at the John F. Kennedy Library (2009).
Perhaps no witness is stronger than the
now traditional use of the song in New
Orleans jazz funerals. The confluence of
French and Spanish martial music placed
within the African-American cultural
context began near the start of the 20th
century. For the first half of the century
the white community did not consider the
jazz idiom appropriate for the church and
the Catholic Church did not approve of
secular music at a funeral. Beginning in the
1960s, the practice of the
Continued on Page 5
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jazz funeral spread across social and
ethnic boundaries to the point that it
became an honor to have a jazz
procession where musicians would
participate as a sign of respect for the
deceased person. While not the only song
played on the funeral procession from the
home, funeral home or church to the
cemetery accompanied by family, friends
and a brass band, “Just a Closer Walk with
Thee” remains the traditional tune most
associated with this event, especially as a
dirge. These days the music can also
include funk and hip hop. Of course,
another popular tune of a more upbeat
nature is “When the Saints Go Marching
In.” However, these songs are usually
saved for after the burial, when the band
leads the celebration out of the cemetery.”

SUMMER CHOIR IS RETURNING!!
Starting on July 1st, the Summer Choir will
resume. All that's required is to make a
joyful noise.
We meet at 10:44 1/2 in the Loft to
prepare a hymn, Gospel song, praise song,
or spiritual to support the Scriptures
and/or theme for the worship service.
You can stay in the Loft, or after we sing
the sermon hymn you can go down and sit
with your family and friends. You can also
invite them to come sit with you in the
Loft for a different perspective on the
worship service.
Join us to sing every Sunday, or when you
can.
Want more information? Ask Fred or any
Sanctuary Choir Member.

EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
SENIORS’ DAY OUT
Friday, June 8th at 9:00 a.m.
Imax theatre - Perot Museum:
"Flying Monsters" in 3D

Just as dinosaurs began their domination of
Earth, pterosaurs ruled the prehistoric
skies. Some with wingspans as long as a
modern jet plane, these flying reptiles were
as spectacular in appearance as they were
amazing in flight. Join world-renowned
naturalist and documentary filmmaker
David Attenborough as he recounts the
fascinating story of how humans first
discovered these creatures and how they
were able to get off the ground and
soar...until their sudden disappearance from
Earth.
Meet at the church at 9:00 to carpool.
After movie we will go to the downtown
El Fenix for lunch.

Let Jenelle know if you intend to go.

Can’t Wait!
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Congratulations to Our
Graduating Seniors
Congratulations to our graduating
Seniors, Hannah Blair and Lilly Pappas.
Hannah is graduating from
Rockwall-Heath High
School and will attend
Collin County Community
College and then will
transfer to the University of
North Texas where she has already been accepted
for Fashion Merchandising while minoring in
business.
Lilly is graduating from
Parish Episcopal School.
Lilly will attend Austin
College in the fall where
she will get her Masters
for early childhood
education. She is planning to work as a thirdgrade teacher, then hopefully teach students
abroad in poverty-stricken areas and make an
impact in their lives.

Blessing
We ended the Mother’s Day Service with
a blessing sending Austin Gibbs off to
the Marines with the youth and young
adults.

Gilmont
AbbyGayle Flores and Candence Henderson
attended Gilmont in April. The
theme was “We are chosen to….”
AbbyGayle and Candence had a
great time and AbbyGayle is
planning to go to summer camp
at Gilmont. Kayla Kreger went as
the adult sponsor.

Mission Trip 2018
The youth will be going on a Mission Trip with
Grace Presbytery to Magnolia Texas, (June 17-23)
where they will be doing hurricane relief efforts.
Going on the Mission trip are Gary Holloman
and Katie Karlen as the sponsors. Youth
attending are Mason Sykes, Lilly Pappas, Jezzi
Whitley and Jacob Wood.

New Church School
Class
Please come and join us
on Sundays in Room 16,
the Young Adult Classroom from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m.
Our format is group discussion with
emphasis on Bible study of the main
people in the Bible. We have studied
Adam and Eve, Abraham and Noah
Class Facilitator: Blair Garrett
Class Communicator: Kayla Kreger
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Have you seen our new online giving program? We’re excited about the new
things happening at Eastminster through our online community. You can
securely give from our website and via text message, you can even set up
recurring donations. If you’d like to activate your account, please contact the
church office by email at officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org or by calling
(214) 381-4693. We’ll then email you so you can get started today.
Living proof
Have you ever realized that
you can give things to God
that are of value to him? Or
are you just sitting around
daydreaming about the
greatness of his redemption,
while neglecting all the
things you could be doing
for him? I’m not referring to
works which could be
regarded as divine and
miraculous, but ordinary,
simple human things —
things which would be
evidence to God that you are
totally surrendered to him.
—Oswald Chambers

Women’s Summer Dining
We will be meeting the first Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m.
June 5: Los Rancheros
in Casa View

July 3: The Bull’s Pen in Sunnyvale

August 7 Meet at the church, bring a sack dinner and
we will watch the movie The Shack in the
youth room.
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What word can be placed in all four blanks to
complete this Bible passage?
“But just as he who called you is _____, so be
_____ in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be _____,
because I am _____.’”
A. righteous
B. holy
C. loving
D. merciful

Answer: B (See 1 Peter 1:15-16, NIV.)

Just for pun!
• Every calendar's days are numbered.
• A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.
• If you've seen one shopping center, you’ve
seen a mall.
• Acupuncture is a jab well done.
• A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of
speaking.
• Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?
• Reading while sunbathing makes you well
red.
• When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.
Scripture Readings for June
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Prov. 23:19–21, 29—24:2
Prov. 25:15–28
Eccl. 1:1–11
Eccl. 2:1–15
Eccl. 2:16–26
Eccl. 3:1–15
Eccl. 3:16—4:3
Eccl. 5:1–7
Eccl. 5:8–20
Eccl. 6:1–12

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Eccl. 7:1–14
Eccl. 8:14—9:10
Eccl. 9:11–18
Eccl. 11:1–8
Eccl. 11:9—12:14
Num. 3:1–13
Num. 6:22–27
Num. 9:15–23; 10:29–36
Num. 11:1–23
Num. 11:24–33 (34–35)

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Num. 12:1–16
Num. 13:1–3, 21–30
Num. 13:31—14:25
Num. 14:26–45
Num. 16:1–19
Num. 16:20–35
Num. 16:36–50
Num. 17:1–11
Num. 20:1–13
Num. 20:14–29
Page 8

“In early June the world of leaf and blade and
flowers explodes, and every sunset is different.”
—John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent
“The [one] who graduates today and stops learning
tomorrow is uneducated the day after.”
—Newton Baker
“A truly rich man is one whose children run into
his arms when his hands are empty.”
—Ziad Abdelnour
“My idea of housework is to sweep the room with
a glance.”
—Erma Bombeck
God has cast our confessed sins into the depths of
the sea, and he’s even put a “No Fishing” sign over
the spot.
—D.L. Moody
Dear God,
I saw the Grand Canyon this summer. Nice piece
of work!
Love, Kyle (age 9)

A Church or a Club?
Rev. Theodore Wedel, a former canon of the
National Cathedral, once told a parable about
congregational life. It began: “On a dangerous
sea coast where shipwrecks often occur, there
was a crude little life-saving station. The building
was just a hut, and there was only one boat, but
the few devoted members kept a constant watch
over the sea.”
Some neighbors and people who’d been rescued
began donating time and money, thinking the
station needed better furnishings and equipment.
As the station grew as a gathering place,
members hired lifeboat crews to do the dirty
work of saving lives. Those who disagreed with
that approach broke away to form their own
stations.
The parable concluded: “If you visit that sea
coast today, you will find a number of exclusive
clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are frequent
in those waters, but most of the people drown.”

Connecting the dots

Commencement speeches and
greeting cards are full of advice for
graduates, yet good intentions and
careful plans can’t guarantee a perfect
life — whatever that might mean.
“You can’t connect the dots looking
forward,” said Steve Jobs. “You can
only connect them looking backwards.
So you have to trust that the dots will
somehow connect in your future. You
have to trust in something — your
gut, destiny, life ...”
As Christians, we can do more than
that: We can trust in God. Yes, he may
speak to us through a “gut” feeling,
and our eternal “destiny” is assured.
And we know that life, not death, will
win out. But recent grads — and all of
us — need not just sit and wait to see
how the dots of our lives will someday
connect. God has shown us through
Scripture, the church and, above all,
Jesus that the dots connect this way:
from God’s heart, to Jesus’ sacrifice
for us, to our entry into relationship
with God, to our heart and finally to
our own loving outreach to others.
Whatever shape your education, work
and family take through the years,
“commence” with this: God has
drawn your life to connect with him
and your neighbors. If you follow
those Spirit-etched lines, you’ll be fine.
—Heidi Mann
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June

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (2, 9, 16, 23,30)
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (6, 13, 20, 27)
3
Communion; Committee Meetings
5
EPW Summer Dining @ Los Rancheros
8
Seniors’ Day Out
10
CCC Quarterly Fellowship Luncheon at the
Circle Grill
17-23 Youth Mission Trip – Grades 6-12
17
Father’s Day - Father’s Day Offering (PC&S:
PVNorth, PV Caring Fund, Faith Hospice)
18
Newsletter Deadline
24
Session Meeting

July

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (7, 14, 21, 28)
1
Communion - Intinction
3
EPW Summer Dining @The Bull’s Pen Cafe
4
Office Closed
5-14 Pastor Sherry at Synod Youth Workshop
8
Pulpit Supply
9-14 Synod
13
Seniors’ Day Out
16
Newsletter Deadline
19-22 JHMAS – Grades 6-8
21
Ice Cream Social
29
5th Sunday Service in the Fellowship Hall

Augus4

Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (4, 11, 18, 25)
Choir Practice Resumes - Wednesdays (22, 29)
Shoe Fitting – Payless Shoes for Wilkinson
Center
5
Communion – Intinction; Committee Meeting
7
EPW Summer Dining
10
Seniors’ Day Out
19
Stated Session Meeting; (2019 Budget figures
due to Treasurer within 5 days)
20
Newsletter Deadline
21
PCHAS Book Review
26
Rally Day; pot luck; choir is back

Sharon Smith
John Randall
Lynnette Taff
Chandra Karlen
Kenneth Kraft
Daniel Pappas
Drew Turner
Hannah Hensley
David Gibbs
Heather Crabtree
Emily Barraza
Laura Bennett
Alicia Almanza
Susan Barraza
Nina Uche
Denise Veloz

Ginny & Harvey Beatty
Philis & Dick Knox
Shirlene & Fred Watkins
Cheryl & Joe Gonzales
Sherry & Gary Holloman
Brent & Stacie West
Charlotte & Bruce Turner

6/4
6/6
6/7
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/14
6/15
6/17
6/19
6/27
6/27
6/28
6/29
6/30
6/30

6/6/1981
6/7/1969
6/13/1964
6/17/1989
6/18/1999
6/22/2002
6/26/1982
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Those Who Will Serve in June

Ushers/Greeters—Team 1
Frank Karlen (Captain)
Chandra Karlen
Janet Muller
Doyle Oliver
Liturgist
Lilly Pappas
Communion Teams
June 3
Kathy Kreger and Darlene West

Chandra Anderson
Janice Bell
Tony Bennett
Cindy Garrett
Frank Karlen, Sr.
Janet Muller
Tom Pappas
Evelyn Parker
Jenelle Symns
Bruce Turner
Shirlene Watkins
Tom Whitley

Pastor
Sherry Holloman
Director of
Christian Education
Kathy Kreger
Director of Music
Fred P. Watkins
Organist
Melody S. Davis
Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson
Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez
Child Care Provider
Betty Crabtree
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Eastminster Presbyterian Church
6550 Samuell Boulevard
Dallas, Texas 75228-7125

Phone: 214-381-4693
Fax: 214-275-8817
Email: eastminsterdallas@sbcglobal.net
www.eastminsterdallas.org

Non-Profit Organization

Place Mailing Label Here

They who wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Special dates
• Flag Day, June 14, 2018
• Father’s Day, June 17, 2018
• First day of summer, June 21, 2018

