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Alex Pappas 

As I reflect on the essay I submitted last year I realize that some things about my 
call and my relationship with God have changed dramatically, while other parts of  
my call have been strongly reaffirmed. In my previous essay, I spoke about my 
experiences serving the church in mission in the city of  New Orleans as a Young 
Adult Volunteer before coming to seminary, and how those experiences have 
shaped my understanding of  my call to parish ministry. My feelings, about the 
importance of  creating long-term bonds between the church and the community 
through missional projects, has not changed. However, there has been important 
self-realizations over the past year that has helped reaffirm my call to parish 
ministry. 

Last summer I had the opportunity to intern at University Presbyterian 

Church in Austin, Texas which was a profound experience. I was able to work in a 
congregational setting, helping in worship, with children and adult programming 
as well as attending session meetings and getting a better idea of  the day to day life 
of  the congregation. Simultaneously the Kates, a family who served as my biggest 
support system when I lived in New Orleans, went through a series of  tragedies 
that have deeply transformed my relationship with God. On a Friday the father, 
Andy Kates was diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) and by the next 
Tuesday his wife, Amy Kates, had a heart attack. Two weeks later, after extensive 
attempts at medical intervention, Amy died from complications. 

When I found out about Amy’s heart attack I immediately drove to New Orleans 
to support Andy and Amy, their 15-year-old son Sam and their eighteen-year-old 
daughter Maggie as best I could. During my week there I spent a lot of  time not 
only with the family but also with their congregation (I attended the same church 
while I was living in New Orleans) and their minister to support this community 
that was sharing in the pain and helpless that I was also experiencing. 

I learned about myself  and I learned about my call to ministry as I walked 
alongside my community in New Orleans. I realized that I am a lot tougher than I 
thought I was. There was a moment when I was sitting in the 
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waiting room of  the hospital, and an older congregant came over and began to cry. She 
asked me to lead her in prayer and I remember clearly thinking, "But I'm not ready" and 
then I was overcome with a peace and authority that was not my own. I set my own 
doubts aside and allowed God to fill me and guide me as we prayed for our friends. 

I learned that I am very organized. Since I decided to answer God’s call I have been 
constantly reminded to be flexible, to be prepared for your plan to fall apart and to be 
warned that God's plans do not neatly align with the ones that I have made. I have always 
equated my long-term planning abilities with a mix of  pride and fear that in my desire to 
make plans I was not making room for God. However, this summer I learned that my 
ability to plan and to organize is a gift from God. I realized very quickly that there were 
dozens of  people who wanted to support the Kates, but there was no one who could 
step back from the moment to moment to set up more long-term support options. So 
that's what I did. 

After talking with Andy and the kids I put together a list of  people who could come sit 
with Amy. I helped a member of  the church set up a meal train, walking her through an 
online sign-up program and then handing the responsibility of  managing it to her. I knew 
that ultimately I would have to go back to Austin, so whatever I did needed to help the 
community support the Kates even if  I wasn't there to manage all of  it. Of  course, God’s 
plans are greater than I can ever begin to imagine, but that doesn’t mean that my ability to 
plan isn’t a part of  that. 

I learned, even more, when I came back to Austin and was embraced by the community 
at UPC where I was interning. Within a day of  leaving for New Orleans, the deacons of  
UPC reached out to me, asking to pray for my New Orleans community and seeing what 
they could do to support me. When I came back to Austin, exhausted and anxious (Amy 
was in a medically induced coma for two weeks before she died), the pastoral staff  at 
UPC supported me. My supervisor took the time to talk through the logistics of  what 
happened, helping me get a concrete idea of  what happened on which days and to who. 
He also gave me the space to figure out what God looked like in all of  this. I realized that 
instead of  feeling God’s absence, I felt God’s presence more strongly than I ever have 
before. 

While I wouldn't wish my losses this summer on anyone, I did have a chance to see what 
church can be. In New Orleans, I saw a tender, fragile, grieving community do everything 
in their power to support the ones that they love. When I arrived back in Austin, tender, 
fragile and grieving UPC held me close. They prayed for me, they cooked for me, 
members I barely knew checked in with me. Through all the pain and grief  I felt God 
surrounding me through the people I encountered. I think we can see the in-breaking of  
God’s kingdom in many different circumstances, but I think we especially see it when we 
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Pleasant Grove Food Pantry July Report 

The number of  people served in July: 

Date  #Families #Children #Seniors #Adults = Total Individuals Pounds 

7/3 137 209 75 255 539 6,414 

7/10 148 254 89 267 610 7,368 

7/17 144 208 90 246 544 7,124 

7/24 164 268 87 301 656 7,494 

7/31 152 262 78 279 619 6,516 

Total 744 1,200 420 1,346 2,966 34,967 

share our grief  with our community. 

Congregation ministry is hard, I have no illusions about that and I don’t think God 
does either. Congregational ministry is also a gift, where a community gets to live into 
God’s call to love one another, by holding up each other when we are weak and 
exhausted, by offering prayers and meals and kind words when we can’t do it ourselves. 

Going into this summer I couldn't imagine serving a church, unless it was within very 
specific parameters of  mission and outreach. The only reason I did the internship in a 
church setting is that my CPM required it. I have seen what a toxic congregation can 
look like and I couldn't think of  a world where God was calling me to engage in that. 
But, of  course, God's plans for me are greater than I can ever imagine. 

My plan when I started seminary, was to pursue the Dual Degree program, I would 
receive a Master of  Science in Social Work as well as a Master of  Divinity. However, 
coming out of  my experiences I realized that the thought of  congregational ministry 
was scary and that by doing the dual degree I wanted to give myself  a way out. I am 
called to congregational ministry and yes mission is an important part of  that ministry. 
But I realized what mission can look like not only by relating to communities outside 
the church walls but the ways in which the congregation helps one another. 

I have decided I am no longer going to pursue the dual-degree track at school. I feel 
called to work in a church. I feel called to develop engaging opportunities to build 
relationships both inside and outside the church. I feel called to lead worship. I feel 
called to sit at hospital beds. I feel called to pray with the lonely and the sick, the joyful 
and the healthy. I feel called to sit in session meetings and I feel called to walk alongside 
people in their own faith journeys. Most importantly I feel called to this incredible 
community that God has knit together. God has been calling me for a while, I’m just 
finally ready to embrace it. 



Note: Some of  the following 
I wrote in this column last 
year.  It still holds true.   

On September 16th, the 
Sanctuary Choir, other Worship staff  and 
congregation will be commissioned for the 
new choir year.  In a time when many 
churches no longer are able to have a choir 
and other musicians to help lead the 
congregation in prayer, we are blessed to 
have enough people who are willing to give 
of  their time and talent to have a good 
choir, other musicians, and worship leaders 
to led and join with us in worship.   

The Presbyterian Church USA talks about 
prayer in Chapter 2 of  the Directory of  
Worship, a section in the Book of  Order.  It 
talks of  prayer as being the heart of  worship 
and how we respond to God through 
prayer.  That response is done in many ways.  
“In adoration, we praise God for who God 
is.  In thanksgiving, we express gratitude for 
what God has done.  In confession, we 
acknowledge repentance for what we as 
individuals and as a people have done or left 
undone.  In intercession we plead for other, 
on behalf  of  others, and for the whole 
world.  In self-dedication, we offer ourselves 
to the purpose and glory of  God.  Song is a 
response which engages the whole self  in 
prayer.  Song unites the faithful in common 
prayer wherever they gather for worship…” 

If  you will pay attention to the hymns, 
anthems, solos, instrumentalists, and 
ensembles you will see that we use music in 
all the ways of  prayer, praise, thanksgiving, 
confession, repentance, intercession for 
others, and self-dedication - all to glory of  
God.   God created us with a voice.  God’s 
people have always sung. When the Israelites 
left Egypt, Moses sang.  Hannah sang when 

Samuel was born. In Babylon, the exiles 
wondered if  they had lost their song. It 
wasn’t lost and they sang. The book of  
Psalms is an ancient hymnal/song book.  
In the New Testament, the early church 
included spiritual songs and hymns by 
singing the Psalms.  That singing in all 
the forms of  prayer continues to this 
day. 

In our commissioning, the 
instrumentalists and the choir (which 
includes ensembles and soloists) are 
asked to promise to use their gifts of  
music, their time in preparation, and to 
dedicate themselves to leading in song.  
The congregation is also commissioned 
to support the ministry of  music and 
especially to use their (your) voice in 
singing the hymns and songs both old 
and new all the forms mentioned above.    

I hope you will be present on September 
16th, especially if  Gospel Song is your 
“cup of  tea.”   The choir will be singing, 
Melody will be adding to the piano score 
with her unique abilities, Sean will 
improvise some bass, and Bill will drum 
some “Gospel/rock licks” all in a piece 
call “Old Church Choir” for the 
Offertory. This piece has been on the 
top charts of  contemporary Christian 
radio shows. It has been set for choir by 
Michael Barrett. It will at least set your 
toes tapping! The song connects with 
memories of  the past and unifies the 
church with the themes of  joy and 
praise. Besides it being a upbeat gospel 
rock piece, it has a message joy in our 
belief  in God, in Jesus, and the church.  
It is a call reminding us of  our 
commitment through Jesus and a call to 
renew that commitment.  
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Payless Shoes  
August 5, 2018 

Another successful Mission project thanks to the Congregation 
and Friends of  Eastminster! 

Twenty-two (22) family units contributed $1,268.00 this year for 
the Payless Shoe distribution. 

There were 14 volunteers who assisted in this mission project.  
Pastor Sherry provided sandwiches prior to the event.  Yummy, 
Yummy! 

Volunteers at Payless included:  Philis and Dick Knox, Lilly 
Pappas, Cheryl Wood, Jacob Wood, Sharon Smith, Denise 
Bennett, Brittney Duncan, and Darlene West from Eastminster.  
Also, Easter Davis, Olga Vasquez, Bernadette Hudson, and 
Cedric and Angela Roy from Christian Stronghold. 

A check for $1,578.29 was written to Wilkinson Center to cover 
the cost of  96 pairs of  shoes and socks.  Each young person 
received one pair of  socks to go with their new pair of  shoes.  
Twenty-six (26) pairs of  socks were left over and brought to 
Eastminster. 

We now have $1,490.28 as a balance in the Payless account to 
begin 2019.  
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The anthem “Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord” is based on Psalm 100 and written 
by Benjamin Harlan in an upbeat and fast moving contemporary/tradition sacred 
anthem style. Also this whole service will be a different one which you can read about 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Don’t miss this for a different approach to our worship as the choir and musicians 
renew their commission and you renew yours as a congregation to help make that 
‘joyful noise’ unto God. 



“No thief, however skillful, can rob one 
of  knowledge, and that is why knowledge 
is the best and safest treasure to acquire.”  
 —L. Frank Baum 

It is said that for money you can have 
everything, but you cannot. You can buy 
food, but not appetite; medicine, but not 
health; knowledge but not wisdom; glitter, 
but not beauty; fun, but not joy; 
acquaintances, but not friends; servants, 
but not faithfulness; leisure, but not 
peace. You can have the husk of  
everything for money, but not the kernel. 
 —Arne Garborg 

“Intelligence is knowing the right answer. 
Wisdom is knowing when to say it.”  
 —Tim Fargo  

“If  you want your children to turn out 
well, spend twice as much time with 
them, and half  as much money.”  
 —Abigail Van Buren  

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

Seniors’ Day out 

Friday, September 14, 2018 

10:00 a.m. 

Cards and Lunch 

 

Youth Meeting 
September 9 

The youth will be meeting after 
church on September 9. We will have lunch and 
then watch a movie in the youth room. 

EPW 

EPW will meet again this year on the first 
Tuesday of  each month, here at the church at 
7:00 p.m.  The meeting dates for this year will be: 
September 11, October 9, November 6, 
December 4, January 8, February 5, March 5, 
April 2 and May 7. This year’s study will be God’s 
Promise I am with you.  Teaching the first lesson 
will be Kathy with Christine providing the 
refreshments.  If  you  would like to join our study, 
we would love to have you.  

Advent Study 

We will have an Advent Study again this year. It 
will run from October 10-November 14. We join 
together for a lite meal at 5:45 p.m. and then have 
our study from 6:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m.  Plans are still 
in the works for a topic and leader to lead the 
study. 

Church Under the Bridge (CUB) 

The youth and church will be traveling to CUB on 
October 14. We will meet at the church at 8:15 
a.m. and travel down to Waco. 

We will be bringing breakfast burritos and serving 
them at CUB in Waco. We will stay for the 
Worship Service and then head back to Dallas 
after eating lunch together on the way home. Let 
Kathy know if  you plan to attend so she can 
make sure we have a seat for you to head down to 
Waco.  
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come into his presence with singing. 

Psalm 100: 1-2 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 16 and 

come worship with us as we commission our Sanctuary Choir 

and raise our voices in songs…many songs…of thanksgiving and praise  

to our Triune God!  

The service will be much like a service of  lessons and carols, but substitute Christmas 
carols with hymns, and spiritual songs and instruments, and psalm singing, and it 
promises to be a day to lift your spirit by the power of  “the Spirit” in our singing, 
praying, unison scripture readings and brief  homilies from a few persons about how 
music brings them closer to God, inspires them to live more like Jesus, and moves 
them to let the Spirit work through them as instruments of  love, joy, peace and hope!  

What can you bring to the service:  a noisy clatter; a beautiful sound, listening ears, 
clapping hands, tapping feet, rhythm…and anything else that speaks “singing praise” 
to our Lord to you.  But, most of  all, bring your open heart and let the Spirit fill you 
with the gift of  music as we worship together!  

Have you seen our new online 

giving program? We’re excited 

about the new things happening 

at Eastminster through our online 

community. You can securely give 

from our website and via text message, you can even set up recurring 

donations.  If  you’d like to activate your account, please contact the church 

office by email at officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org or by calling (214) 381-

4693.  We’ll then email you so you can get started today.  
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Who was Moses’ father-in-law, and what was his 

occupation?  

 

A. Joshua; shepherd  

B. Miriam; tentmaker  

C. Aaron; farmer  

D. Jethro; priest  

Answer: D (See Exodus 3:1.)  

Scripture Readings for September 

1 Pss. 122; 149 
2 Pss. 108; 150 
3 Pss. 62; 145 
4 Pss. 12; 146 
5 Pss. 96; 147:1–11 
6 Pss. 116; 147:12–20 
7 Pss. 84; 148 
8 Pss. 63; 149 
9 Pss. 103; 150 
10 Pss. 5; 145 

11 Pss. 42; 146 
12 Pss. 89:1–18; 
13 Pss. 97; 147:12–20 
14 Pss. 51; 148 
15 Pss. 104; 149 
16 Pss. 19; 150 
17 Pss. 135; 145 
18 Pss. 123; 146 
19 Pss. 15;147:1–11 
20 Pss. 36; 147:12–20 

21 Pss. 130; 148 
22 Pss. 56; 149 
23 Pss. 67; 150 
24 Pss. 57; 145 
25 Pss. 54; 146 
26 Pss. 65;147:1–11 
27 Pss. 143; 147:12–20 
28 Pss. 88; 148 
29 Pss. 122; 149 
30 Pss. 108; 150 

A lawyer-preacher leading a prayer before the 
service, made routine opening remarks. As he 
started on a special plea, he began, "Your Honor," 
instead of  "Dear God." 

I was trying to make a point that lack of  
communication is the major cause of  divorce, but 
somehow things got mixed up and I said ‘marriage’ 
was the main cause of  divorce. 

Preaching from:  Matthew 2: "they offered unto 
him gifts, gold, and Frankenstein." 

During a Confirmation service, referring to the new 
converts, the pastor asked the 5 new "convicts" to 
come to the front of  the church. He never knew 
what he said, but several people had to leave the 
building because they were laughing so hard. 
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“Surely he has borne our 

griefs ...” 

When veteran Joe Serna confessed that 
he’d been drinking — behavior 
prohibited in the Veterans Treatment 
Court program — Judge Lou Olivera 
sentenced him to one night in jail. 
That might not seem like much, but 
while deployed, Serna had been 
trapped underwater when his truck 
toppled into a canal. A buddy managed 
to move him to an air pocket, saving 
his life, but the buddy and two others 
died. Years later, even the thought of  
confinement triggered flashbacks.  

As Serna arrived for his jail stay, 
Olivera, also a vet, saw his anxiety, 
entered the cell with Serna and spent 
the night. His kind act nearly brought 
Serna to tears, but the judge believes 
any vet would have done the same. 
“These are our brothers,” Olivera says. 
“We never leave each other behind.”  

Similarly, Jesus entered our troubled 
story alongside us, sharing in our 
suffering, brokenness and even death. 
As a comrade unlike any other, Jesus 
calls us his brothers and sisters, 
refusing to leave us behind with our 
self-imposed burdens. Above all, Jesus 
does what only God can: redeems us 
for the joy of  new life. 



September 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (1, 8, 15, 22,29) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (5, 12, 19, 26) 
2 Communion; Committee Meetings 
3 The Office is closed—Labor Day 
11 EPW 7:00 p.m. 
14 Seniors’ Day Out 
16 Session Meeting  
17 Newsletter Deadline 

October 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (6, 13, 20, 27 ) 
Choir practice—Wednesdays  
6 Stated Presbytery Meeting – 1st Presbyterian, 

Longview 
7 World Communion Sunday – Intinction; 

Committee Meetings 
9 EPW 7:00 p.m. 
10 Advent Study:  5:45 supper; 6:30—7:30 study 
12 Seniors’ Day Out 
14 CCC Quarterly Fellowship Luncheon; Church 

Under the Bridge 
17 Advent Study:  5:45 supper; 6:30—7:30 study 
21 Children’s Sabbath; Stated Session Meeting 
22 Newsletter Deadline 
24 Advent Study:  5:45 supper; 6:30—7:30 study 
28 Reformation Sunday 
31 Advent Study:  5:45 supper; 6:30—7:30 study 

November 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (3, 10, 17, 24) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (7, 14, 28) 
2-4 Fall Youthquake @ Gilmont – grades 6-8 
4 All Saints’ Sunday/Communion; Stewardship 

Luncheon and Stated Congregational Meeting; 
Committee Meetings 

6 EPW 7pm 
7 Advent Study:  5:45 supper; 6:30—7:30 study 
9 Seniors’ Day Out 
12 EARLY Newsletter Deadline 
14 Advent Study:  5:45 supper; 6:30—7:30 study 
18 Stated Session Meeting; Fall Youth Worship 

Service 
21 Office closes early – 12:00 p.m. 
22-23 Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
25 Christ the King Sunday/Communion – 

Intinction 
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Tammy Crouse 9/3 

Shirley Dry  9/3 

Jace Blair 9/7 

Frank Karlen, Jr.  9/11 

Braylie West  9/11 

Bettye Clark 9/12 

Harvey Beatty 9/14 

David Robert  9/14 

Alex Pappas 9/17 

Estelle Scheibel 9/18 

Casey Uche 9/20 

Lana Jones 9/22 

Michele Pappas 9/22 

Alek Veloz 9/23 

Linda Stamport  9/26 

Charlene Pietsch 9/27 

Henry Owen 9/28  

Susan and Bob Barraza 9/1/1985 

Allison and Craig Blair 9/5/2000 

Rhonda and Kevin Kraft 9/5/1987 

Jan and David Anderson 9/10/1977 

Chandra and Frank Karlen 9/17/1960 

Shirley and Harry Karlen 9/18/1957 

Lorna and Javed Almas 9/28/1973 



 

 

Ushers/Greeters—Team 4 

Jenelle Symns—Captain 

Dick Knox Talat Robert 

Paul McLin 

Jackie Robert (alternate) 

Lay Reader 

Janet Muller 

Communion Teams 

September 2 

Jim Fielding & Will Nixon 

Those Who Will Serve in September 
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Chandra Anderson 

Janice Bell 

Tony Bennett 

Cindy Garrett 

Frank Karlen, Sr. 

Janet Muller 

Tom Pappas 

Evelyn Parker 

Jenelle Symns 

Bruce Turner 

Shirlene Watkins 

Tom Whitley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 

Director of 

Christian Education Kathy Kreger 

Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson 

Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez 

Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree 



Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
6550 Samuell Boulevard 

Dallas, Texas 75228-7125 

Phone: 214-381-4693 
Email: officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org 
www.eastminsterdallas.org 

They who wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength,  they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

Non-Profit Organization 

 

 

 

Place Mailing Label Here 
 

 

Special dates 

 Labor Day, September 3, 2018  

 National Grandparents Day, September 9, 

2018  

 Patriot Day, September 11, 2018  

 Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 – Oct. 

15, 2018  

 First day of autumn, September 22, 2018  


