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From a Cheerful Heart, Go and Do Likewise 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

May grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Savior be with you all. 

The 2023 Stewardship season is upon us and we are kicking off  
our Stewardship campaign, but before we start, I would like to 
thank you for your gifts, your time, your talents and your 
financial contributions to Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 
which allow us to support many ministries, like the Food Pantry, Saturday Neighborhood 
Breakfast, Christmas Village, and the Shoe Drive, just to name a few. Without your generosity 
these ministries would not be possible. 

This year we have chosen Luke 10:25-37 and 2 Corinthians 9:7 as our verses for the 2023 
campaign. 

Jesus asked of the lawyer, “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”  

The lawyer answered, “The one who showed him mercy.” 

Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:25-37 

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  2 Corinthians 9:7 

Some dates to remember are: 

Stewardship campaign: October 23—November 13. Please turn in your sandwich order 
for the luncheon by Sunday, October 30.  You know how hungry you are after church! 

Stewardship Luncheon: November 6th—Congregation receives the 2023 budget and 
votes on the Pastor’s call. Time & Talent/Pledge commitment packets handed out. 

Commitment Sunday: November 13th—Collect the Time & Talent/Pledge commitment 
sheets. These can be also completed and submitted online. Go to the church website, click on 
“More” and then the button “Go to Time and Talent Form.” You can also see the 2023 
budget there.  

May the Spirit bring to us the joy of  giving, the gift of  laughter, and cheerful hearts because 
we are following God’s will through the words and ways of  Jesus, “going and doing likewise.”  

Your Stewardship Committee, 
Jim Lee, chair, Tony Bennett, Cindy Garrett, Darlene West, David Anderson, Dick Knox  
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Neighborhood Breakfast Update 

 Guests  Servers  Clothes  Total 

10/1/2022 42 8 25 50 

10/8/2022  37 7 15 44 

10/15/2022 49 12 41 61 

Saturday Morning Neighborhood Breakfast continues to reach more and more of  our 
neighbors.  We’re giving another shout out to Christian Stronghold and Greater Life. They are 
helping out 2  Saturdays a month. They bring unselfish commitment and energy that adds so 
much purpose (and fun!) to what we’re doing. Other people and churches in Pleasant Grove are 
getting the word. At the Saturday evening Pleasant Grove Food Pantry dinner, two different 
ministers (one is President at a Bible college) told me they had heard about the breakfast and 
were very excited about such a collaborative effort of  multiple churches. They are both 
planning on visiting in the next week or two. 

On an even more special note, teens and young people as well as 20-somethings are starting to 
come work as servers. Our very own Kinison was there three weeks ago and managed to 
charm everybody in the room and may have even outworked her grandfather. Ivan the 
Awesome is coming every Saturday and outworking us all. 

Most important of  all is the sharing and friendships that come from our guests. We have 3 
regulars that were sharing with us all about their work experiences running the bumper cars at 
the Fair.  Bumper cars are a special love of  mine! Of  course, Cowboys and Steelers continue to 
be primary sources of  sharing. One reason our numbers are continuing to climb is that our 
regular guests are sharing their breakfast experiences with their friends and loved ones. This is 
yet another example of  God’s grace at work on our street and in our neighborhood. 

We have continued to give out more and more clothes, socks, and shoes. Our clothes rack is 
getting depleted and we desperately need more donations. Just bring us the clothes and we’ll 
sort and put on hangers. Also, the bookshelf  is getting low as well. Even I am raiding my 
supply to bring some book donations (at Michele’s fervent urging). 

Finally, I am humbly beseeching every member of  this church, active or not so active, to pick a 
Saturday and visit for 30 minutes to 1 hour. We’re there every 
Saturday from 7:00 to 10:00 a.m. and we’d love to see you. 

Your church is helping to feed the hungry and clothe the 
poor, not overseas, not across the country, but right in our 
own neighborhood. But that really doesn’t do justice to the 
experience.  All of  us have pre-conceived ideas about 
poverty and homelessness and people different from us. Our 
ideas are wrong. We are all just children of  God and when 
you come to breakfast and share a few kind words and some unselfish service, your life will be 
enriched beyond understanding. Mine was and continues to be. 

See you Saturday. 

Tom 

Your Name Here! 
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House and Property Committee 

What has been done in the month of  
October: 

The Fall workdays were a success.  Thank 
you to Denise and Tony Bennett, Jim Lee, 
Chandra Anderson, Bruce Turner, Jo Byrd, 
John Randall and Blair Garrett 

 Painted the water-stained kitchen ceiling – 
Jim Lee, Bruce Turner, Blair Garrett 

 Painted the water-stained ceiling in the 
fellowship hall – Blair Garrett 

 Repaired the Ark in the playground – 
John Randall, Blair Garrett 

 Trimmed trees in the courtyard area – 
Denise and Tony Bennett, Jo Byrd 

 Stained the benches in the courtyard – 
Chandra Anderson 

 Staining the ark in the playground – Jim 
Lee and Blair Garrett 

 Touch up painting in the main hall of  the 
education wing – Sherry Holloman, Blair 
Garrett 

Other Maintenance: 
 Replaced all air filters in AC units 

 Added root killer to the sanctuary 
bathroom drain 

 Adjusted timers for exterior lights 

 Replaced a component for the remote 
controller for the Carillon system in the 
sanctuary 

 Cleaned out Maintenance closet of  old 
paint and materials 

 Replaced the 5-Ton compressor in 
condensing unit #12 A for the Fellowship 
Hall—$3,750 

Remaining items from workday list: 
 Clean out attic area above the kitchen 

 Organize Maintenance closet 

 Caulk and paint circular window above 
kitchen in the attic 

 Finish staining Ark 

 Finish touch-up painting of  hallways, 
fellowship hall, handicap bathroom 

You can help!  Pick up trash that you see in 
and around the building.  Turn off  lights if  
you know you are the last to leave a room.  
Let the House and Property Committee 
know if  you see something that doesn’t look 
right or is not working properly.  Let’s all 
share in the stewardship of  God’s house. 

Blessings, 

Blair Garrett 
Chairman 
House and Property Committee 
Bruce Turner and Jo Byrd, Members 



One of  the most sung hymns 
during November in American 
protestant and now some 
American Catholic congregations 
is Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

(GTG 367).  We do not sing this hymn very often 
so I thought we should look at what it means as 
we read and sing it, and from where it came. The 
hymn was written by Henry Alford in England, 
with his final version in 1868.  The hymn tune ST. 
GEORGE’S WINDSOR, composed in 1856 by 
George J. Elvey (1816–1893) for the hymn Hark! 
The Song of  Jubilee, has been associated with Come, 
Ye Thankful People, Come since the publication of  
Hymns Ancient and Modern (1861).  Alford uses 
traditional language and imagery of  the rural 
communities to give thanks for God’s provision 
and expands on Matthew 13:24-30.   

The Matthew passage is about the parable of  
someone who sowed good seed in his field but 
while all were sleeping an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat.  When the plants came 
up and bore grain, the weeds also appeared.  The 
slaves asked their Master if  he wanted them to pull 
up the weeds.  He said no that in doing so they 
would uproot the wheat, so let them grow together 
and at harvest time collect the weeds first and burn 
them and then gather the wheat into his barn. 

The hymn addresses the common theme of  
harvest festivals.  In England, the festival is called 
Harvest Home, which is celebrated in English 
churches usually during the month of  September 
in a thanksgiving service with the bounty of  the 
harvest collected and displayed with the fall 
trappings of  pumpkins, autumn leaves, etc. Then 
the food is dispensed to the needy.  A true Harvest 
Home celebration acknowledges the provisions of  
God as did the Pilgrims in 1621 and the ancient 
Hebrews in their Feast of  Firstfruits on the first 
day after Passover at the time of  the barley 
harvest.  Colonists in New England and Canada 
regularly observed “thanksgivings,” days of  prayer 
for such blessings as safe journeys, military 
victories, or abundant harvests. Americans model 
their holiday on a 1621 harvest feast shared 

between English colonists and the 
Wampanoag. 

The first stanza focuses directly on the 
physical harvest, an image used throughout 
scripture from early in Genesis through 
Revelation. We give thanks for the physical 
harvest as we give thanks for our daily bread in 
the Lord’s Prayer. Thanksgiving begins with 
the most concrete blessings in our lives. As 
well as a physical harvest, the first stanza 
alludes to Jesus’ remark in all three synoptic 
gospels—the harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few, and the thankful people who 
are called to come are those who have already 
been sent by the Lord of  the harvest, Jesus 
Christ.  Come, ye thankful people, come, Raise the 
song of  harvest home; All is safely gathered in, Ere 
the winter storms begin. God our Maker doth  provide 
For our wants to be supplied; Come to God’s own 
temple, come, Raise the song of  harvest home. 

The second stanza begins Alford’s expansion 
upon the parable of  Jesus concerning the 
wheat and the tares (weeds) from Matthew 
13:24–30. It is a challenging parable, which 
Alford interprets in this hymn to describe how 
joy and sorrow grow together in life, and how 
God does not eliminate sorrow until after the 
final harvest when God “will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the first things have passed away.” 
(Revelation 21:4. (NRSV). 

The third and fourth stanzas move more 
directly to the apocalyptic reference, “For the 
Lord our God shall come.” Some are surprised 
at connecting thanksgiving with the coming of  
Jesus, but it is imagery that is used at every 
celebration of  the Lord’s Supper.  Even so, 
Lord, quickly come, Bring Thy final Harvest-home! 
Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free 
from sin; There, forever purified, In Thy garner to 
abide: Come with all Thine angels, come, Raise the 
glorious Harvest-home! Amen! 
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DUELING PIANO AND ORGAN 

Make plans to be in the service every week, but 
especially on Sunday, November 13th.  We have a 
special treat that service with Melody Davis and 
Margaret Gumma playing Piano and Organ Duets 
and both playing for the Choir's Anthem.  The text 
of  And Can It Be is based on the hymn by Charles 
Wesley And Can It Be, That I Should Gain and music by 
Thomas Campbell.  This hymn was made popular by 
the Gaither Homecoming in the mid and later 2000s.  
The version the Choir will sing is arranged by Keith 
Christopher. 

Gratitude galore 

If  you’ve ever kept a gratitude jour-
nal, you know they’re fairly easy to 
fill. Edward King, an English bish-
op known for working with the 
poor, may not have had a fancy 
journal. But these words evoke such 
a list: “I will thank God … for the 
glory of  the thunder, for the mys-
tery of  music, the singing of  birds 
and the laughter of  children. … for 
the awe of  the sunset, the beauty of  
flowers, the smile of  friendship and 
the look of  love … for the leaves 
on the trees in spring and autumn, 
for the witness of  the leafless trees 
through the winter, teaching us that 
death is sleep and not destruction, 
for the sweetness of  flowers and 
the scent of  hay. Truly, oh Lord, the 
earth is full of  thy riches!” 

King concludes: “And yet how 
much more I will thank and praise 
God for the strength of  my body 
enabling me to work, for the re-
freshment of  sleep, for my daily 
bread, for the days of  painless 
health, for the gift of  my mind and 
the gift of  my conscience, for his 
loving guidance of  my mind ever 
since it first began to think, and of  
my heart ever since it first began to 
love.” 
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A veteran’s 

service 

American hero 
Eddie 
Rickenbacker 
(1890-1973) led a 
life of  daring and 
risk, from racing 
cars as a teen to 
piloting 

warplanes. Throughout his experiences, 
Rickenbacker grew in faith while 
discovering that “life had no meaning 
except in terms of  helping others.” 

In the first issue of  Guideposts magazine, 
Rickenbacker described spending four 
agonizing months of  1941 in the hospital 
after an accident. While recovering, he 
pondered life and death, concluding that 
he couldn’t give up because he still “had 
work to do, others to serve.” 

Less than two years later, that ordeal came 
in handy. After crashing in the South 
Pacific, Rickenbacker and “seven other 
starving men” were adrift on a raft for 21 
days. Most were “so young they needed the 
strength and understanding of  a man who 
had been down in the valley of  the shadow, 
who had suffered and made sense out of  
his suffering,” he said. “It was clear to me 
that God had a purpose in keeping me 
alive. …I had been saved to serve.” 

From scarcity to abundance 

Author Parker Palmer recounted being 
stuck on a storm-grounded airplane for 
hours. Though it was lunchtime, meals 
weren’t available, and passengers grew 
irritable. One flight attendant apologized 
for the delay, expressing empathy for 
people’s stress, and then passed around 
two breadbaskets, asking everyone to 
contribute something. 

“Some of  you brought snacks to tide you 
over, and some of  you have a few 
LifeSavers or chewing gum,” she said. 
“And if  you don’t have anything edible, 
you have a picture of  your children or 
spouse … or a bookmark or a business 
card.” Then, she said, “we’ll pass the 
baskets around again, and everyone can 
take out what they need.” 

Complaints soon ceased, Palmer recalled, 
as passengers searched for items and 
stopped focusing on themselves. The 
plane became a community of  sharing as 
scarcity and deprivation transformed into 
abundance and joy. 
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A good contagion 

Thanksgiving is key in Christian 
prayer, but often our requests 
outweigh our thanks. By contrast, 
85% of  prayers in the Jewish 
prayerbook are blessings of  thanks, 
according to Rabbi Evan Moffic. 
Noting that the Hebrew word for a 
Jewish person — Yehudah — means 
“one who is grateful,” he states, 
“Gratitude is at the core of  how 
Jews pray.” 

Someone once asked Moffic if  he 
might know about a blessing he’d 
overheard at a restaurant. After a 
man proposed to his girlfriend and 
she said yes, he walked quietly to a 
corner, put on a yarmulke (a sacred 
Jewish head covering worn in prayer) 
and spoke a blessing. His fiancé 
teared up. The rabbi said the prayer 
was surely this: “Blessed are you, O 
God, sovereign of  the universe, for 
giving us life, for sustaining us and 
for enabling us to reach this joy-filled 
moment.” 

Why was this person so interested? 
“I am planning to propose to my 
girlfriend,” he shared with Moffic, 
“and I want to say this prayer with 
her.” 

Unbeknown to the newly engaged 
pair, their gratitude transformed 
another couple’s life. When we give 
thanks to God, not only is our faith 
strengthened but our thanksgiving 
may inspire others. Gratitude is 
contagious! —Heidi Hyland Mann 

 

 

 

 

North Texas Giving Day. Results 

Online giving  $1,741.00 

Offline giving  714.00 

Gross totals  2,460.00 

Less credit card fees 43.37 

Net totals  2,416.63 

Whole Foods Market's Community 
Giving Program Nourishing 
Our Neighborhoods grant  $9,750. 

Matching grant Atomos Energy $5,000 

Grand Total $17,166.63 

And, the North Texas Giving Day team believes 
that the credit card fees will be covered in full 
with the bonus funds percentage when they finish 
closing out everything. 
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Which of  the following is not called a “fruit 
of  the Spirit” — but probably could be? 
A. love 
B. faithfulness 
C. self-control 
D. gratitude 
E. gentleness  

Answer: D (See Galatians 5:22-23.)  
Scripture Readings for November 

1 Isa. 26:1–4, 8–9 
2 Zeph. 2:1–15 
3 Zeph. 3:1–7 
4 Zeph. 3:8–13 
5 Zeph. 3:14–20 
6 Joel 1:1–13 
7 Joel 1:15–2:2 
8 Joel 2:3–11 
9 Joel 2:12–19 
10 Joel 2:21–27 

11 Joel 2:28–3:8 
12 Joel 3:9–17 
13 Hab. 1:1–4 (5–11) 12—2:1 
14 Hab. 2:1–4, 9–20 
15 Hab. 3:1–10 (11–15) 16–18 
16 Mal. 1:1, 6–14 
17 Mal. 2:1–16 
18 Mal. 3:1–12 
19 Mal. 3:13–4:6 
20 Zech. 9:9–16 

21 Zech. 10:1–12 
22 Zech. 11:4–17 
23 Zech. 12:1–10 
24 Zech. 13:1–9 
25 Zech. 14:1–11 
26 Zech. 14:12–21 
27 Isa. 1:1–9 
28 Isa. 1:10–20 
29 Isa. 1:21–31 
30 Isa. 2:1–4 
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“Thankfulness is a soil in which 
pride does not easily grow.” 

—Michael Ramsey 

“I can’t be a Christian on my own. 
I need a community. I need the 
church.” 

—Rachel Held Evans 

“When it comes to life, the critical 
thing is whether you take things 
for granted or take them with 
gratitude.” 

—G.K. Chesterton 

Enough for today 

Happiness is like manna; it is to be 
gathered in grains and enjoyed 
every day. It will not keep; it 
cannot be accumulated; nor have 
we got to go out of  ourselves or 
into remote places to gather it, 
since it is rained down from 
heaven, at our very doors.  
 —Tryon Edwards 

Thursday, November 3:  PCHAS 
Luncheon 

Saturday, November 5:  Blessing of  
the Animals and the Chili Cook-
off 

Sunday, November 6:  Stewardship 
Luncheon 

Sunday, November 13:  Commitment 
Sunday 

Sunday, November 20:  Advent 
Workshop 

Sunday, November 27:  Stella’s 100th 
birthday party 
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Living with God in a one-story house 

We often think of  the universe as a two-story 
house, notes Orthodox Christian priest Stephen 
Freeman. “We live here on earth, the first floor, 
where … everything operates according to 
normal, natural laws, while God lives in heaven, 
upstairs, and is largely removed from the story 
in which we live.” Most of  the time we feel like 
we’re all alone on our level of  the world. 

But, Freeman adds, God is “everywhere present 
and filling all things.” Not that God’s kingdom 
has fully come; we know that’s not so. And not 
to discount the promise of  eternity. But we 
don’t live apart from God, even now. As Jacob 
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place. … This is 
none other than the house of  God” (Genesis 
28:16-17). 

How might our perceptions and behaviors 
change if  we expected to run into God 
frequently, conversing and enjoying his 
company not only in prayer and worship but 
while working and relaxing? What a difference 
it makes when we live as roommates with God 
in a one-story world. 
—based on Hunting Magic Eels by Richard Beck 

 

Our disarming God 

We want the war horse. Jesus rides a donkey. 

We want the eagle. The Holy Spirit descends as 
a dove. 

We want to take up swords. Jesus takes up a 
cross. 

We want the roaring lion. God comes as a 
slaughtered lamb. 

We keep trying to arm God. God keeps trying 
to disarm us. 

—Rev. Benjamin Cremer (via Twitter) 

A challenging word 

Do you not know that God entrusted 
you with that money — all above what 
buys necessities for your families — to 
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, 
to help the stranger, the widow, the fa-
therless; and, indeed, as far as it will go, 
to relieve the wants of  all mankind? 
How can you, how dare you, defraud 
the Lord, by applying it to any other 
purpose? 

—from a sermon by John Wesley 

November 6 
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Jim Fielding 11/2 

Vicki Cook 11/3 

Doris Jordan 11/7 

Miatta Wilson 11/8 

Kevin Karlen 11/10 

Patience Uche 11/10 

Cindy Garrett 11/11 

Lorna Almas 11/11 

Harry Karlen 11/13 

Lilly Pappas 11/15 

Charlotte Turner 11/20 

Cheryl Wood 11/20 

Jezzi Whitley 11/27 

Stella Post 11/29 

Kathy Kreger 11/30 
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Special dates 

 All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2022 

 Daylight saving time ends, November 6, 2022 

 Veterans Day, November 11, 2022 

 Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 2022 

 Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 2022 

 First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS from the STATED  SESSION MEETING 

October 16, 2022 

 Enjoyed a meal provided by Tony and Denise Bennett (with adorable assistance from 
Piper Bennett.) 

 Heard a report from the Treasurer regarding losses and projections for budget 
shortfalls. 

 Heard a report from the House and Property Chair regarding the success of  the Fall 
Work Day. 

 Heard a report from the House and Property Chair regarding attempts to reduce 
insurance premiums for 2023. 

 Approved a motion to hold the Christmas Eve Worship Service at 6:00 p.m. on 24 
December. 

 Approved a request from the Wilkinson Center to use the facility on 17 December 
from 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. for the annual toy distribution. 

 Approved the transfer of  copies of  Eastminster records for 2021 to the Presbyterian 
Historical Society. 

 Approved a motion for Eastminster to work with Christian Stronghold and Greater 
Life churches on a live Nativity on Christmas Eve. 

 Approved the draft of  a letter to be sent to Grace Presbytery concerning possible 
financial assistance with the purchase of  new HVAC systems. 

 Approved the draft of  a letter to be sent to churches in the East Dallas Cluster 
regarding possible ways to coordinate new ministries within the Cluster. 

 Heard a report from the Nominating Committee regarding the search for Officers for 
the Class of  2025. 


