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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: LIVING AS CARETAKERS 

June 13-17, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Grades 1-5 

In the beginning, God created. All of  creation comes from God: the stars, the sky, the moon, 
the sun, the earth, and everything on it. All of  existence comes from God. Without God, 

there is nothing. And what better way to celebrate God’s creating 
power than to help God “take care of  all the earth and all God’s 
people!”  

Learning how we can live as God’s caretakers is our adventure 
for this summer’s Vacation Bible School. We will experience this 
through story, art, cooking, music, science and games!  Exploring 
the creation story in Genesis, we will learn how to use our 

money, our time, and our talents to serve God, and when we do, we are fulfilling our call to 
be God’s helpers.  Together we will also learn that God sees creation as good, and that when 
God finished creating the world, God RESTED!  But, before we rest at the end of  VBS: 

 we’ll be hearing stories about Mud Pie Annie, God, the Great Musician, and more; 

 we’ll be creating art that goes from Broken to Beautiful, a Tree of  Life and having fun 
with earth scraps; 

 we’ll have a tasty treat of  Blue Corn Pancakes and Edible Dirt Clods; 

 with our voices joined, we’ll sing songs of  thanksgiving and dance for joy for all which  
God has created, gifted us and asked us to care for; 

 attend a Pollution Parade and make a Live Bug Kit; and 

 We will PLAY! 

At the end of  each day, we’ll have snacks together, work on mission projects and remember 
our Caretaker’s Covenant, that promise between God and us to care for God’s creation.  

CARETAKER’S COVENANT 
*I am a caretaker of  God’s creation. 
*I help care for the world by giving. 

*I give my time to learn about God and the Bible. 
*I give my heart by loving those around me, even when it’s hard. 

*I give myself  by sharing my talents with others. 
*I give my gifts and money to share with those in need. 

*I give my hands by caring for others and protecting the earth. 
*I give my desire by wanting less and offering more. 

*I give all of  me to help God care for the world. 
*I am a caretaker of  God’s creation. 



Continued from  Page 1 
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For registration information, please 
contact the Chair of  our Christian 
Education Committee, Kathy 
Kreger, at kathy64dk@msn.com or 
the Chair of  our Outreach 
Committee, Charlotte Turner, at 
cturner1409@gmail.com.  For 
general information, call the church 
office at 214-381-4693.  

Father’s Day Offering 

The Stewardship Committee 
has designated the following 
two programs as recipients of  
our “extra-giving" on Father's 
Day (June 19). We will give 
half  of  the money collected to 
each of  the following two local programs:  

Meals on Wheels: This program is an essential part 
of  the Visiting Nurse Association of  Texas. The 
VNA Meals on Wheels program came together with 
the help of  their donors and friends to continue 
serving their homebound seniors on a daily basis 
with meals and even holiday gifts. The caring 
volunteers continue keeping our vulnerable seniors 
fed and even deliver comforting friendship during 
their meal deliveries. Meals on Wheels continues to 
add new clients from the waiting list to ensure more 
seniors are being helped daily.  

Faith Presbyterian Hospice: This hospice care 
center is located in Dallas and its palliative care is 
Medicare certified. Services provided at Faith 
Presbyterian Hospice include home health aide, 
counseling, medical social services, medical supply 
services, nursing services, occupational therapy, 
physician services, physical therapy, short term 
inpatient care, and speech pathology services. Faith 
Presbyterian Hospice also provides special care for 
people who are terminally ill. This involves a team-
oriented approach that addresses the medical, 
physical, social, emotional and spiritual needs of  the 
patient. Hospice also provides support to the 
patient's family or caregiver.  

We trust that you will prayerfully give consideration 
to donating to these programs in the coming weeks.  

Stewardship Committee  

The Shoe Drive Is Back! 

As strange as it seems to think about 
“Back to School” when school has 
only just ended for the year, that’s 
exactly what we need to do.  After a 
three-year hiatus, the Outreach 
Committee is once again partnering 
with the Wilkinson Center for its 
annual shoe drive ― happening this 
year on July 31.   

We’re hoping to provide twenty-five 
pairs of  shoes as well as volunteers to 
help outfit the kids at the store.  More 
details will come as the date 
approaches, but for now, there are 
two important things you can do: 

 Circle Sunday, July 31 on your 
calendar if  you plan to volunteer. 

 Vis i t  h t tps ://s i gnup. com/ 
go/zxMcEkm to sign up as a 
volunteer.  

 Start earmarking $40 for each pair 
of  shoes you’d like to provide. 

Taking care of  young folks– 
especially at school time ― has always 
been important to Eastminster.  
Praise God for the return of  this 
terrific opportunity. 
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Congregational Care 

Congregational Care’s Potluck 
Luncheon was a success on May 
11. We had an increase in 
numbers from the first 
luncheon. We were delighted 

that we had more men join us for fellowship 
and look forward to the numbers continuing to 
increase. Even if  you work, you still have to eat 
lunch and what better way to enjoy a 
Wednesday lunch than with Christian 
fellowship. 

Mark your calendars for the next luncheon 
which will be on June 15 at noon. We are going 
to do salads only, so dig out some of  those 
recipes that you haven’t prepared in a while!   

On June 5th, CCC committee members are 
providing lunch for our shut-ins, Bonnie Lucas 
and Doris LaPorte. CCC will also take food 
after the Potluck on June 15. Folks, if  you 
cook more than you can use, please do not 
hesitate to bring some to the church and CCC 
will see that it is shared with our shut-ins or 
some of  the other congregation that might 
enjoy a change of  pace!  

Our Flock Callers are doing a fabulous job 
reaching out and visiting with our 
congregation. Remember, you can also reach 
out to someone that you have not seen or 
spoken with for some time and let us all know 
how they are doing.  We all love to be 
remembered and know that we are missed. 

Miss Stella has been in contact with John Sill 
and he is doing great. The Gleaner’s miss 
Johnny’s Biblical expertise during our Monday 
School lessons! 

Please continue to pray for our church and our 
members who are unable to attend in person. 

Looking forward to seeing some new faces at 
the Potluck Luncheon, as well as our 
“regulars!” 

 

Congregational Care recipe of  the 
month provided by Christian Blair. 

Mississippi Wonder Salad 

Drain all vegetables. 

1 can English Peas 

1 can bean sprouts 

1 can sliced mushrooms (any size, 
depending on how much you like 
mushrooms ) 

1 can green beans (whole cut beans 
or French style ) 

1 can water chestnuts 

1 cup chopped onions (green onions 
and/or purple onions ) 

1 cup chopped celery 

Dressing 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup apple cider vinegar 

¼ teaspoon salt 

3 teaspoons Lawry Seasoning Salt 
(or any seasoning salt you prefer) 

Mix together and refrigerate. 



Do you sometimes feel that 
nothing is going right in your 
life so what is the point of  
showing up for worship, 

Sunday School, or other church activities?   I 
know I have felt that way as I miss friends 
and family who have died, or have serious, 
possibly fatal illnesses.  It seems nothing we 
do helps our feeling of  helplessness and 
sometimes hopelessness. 

Here is an example of  what I’m talking about 
and how one man met it head on. 

This man lost his small daughter, then three 
sons, and then his wife.  He remarried and he 
and his second wife lost four more daughters 
and three sons.  Eleven children and one 
wife!  Yet this man didn’t stop work, he didn’t 
give up on his belief  in God nor the 
community of  his church. 

He was an organist/choir director in the 
Lutheran Church.  He didn’t miss a service.  
More importantly to us, he also was a 
composer of  renown then, and world-wide 
now.  How could he keep attending church, 
directing the choir, and continue to write 
music with all that kept happening to him?   
Perhaps what he wrote on all his 
compositions be they sacred or secular is the 
key to his steadfast believe in God.  At the 
beginning of  each composition at the top he 
wrote, “Lord Help.”  At the end of  each 
composition, he wrote “Soli Deo gloria,” 
Glory to God alone.  This man was Johann 
Sebastian Bach.  His music is a conversation 
between man and God.  His life is a 
testament to living through all the situations 
that life throws at us and says yes, we have 
problems and many of  them are very serious, 
but God is and ever shall be. 

On Sunday May 29, the choir with flutes, 
cello, timpani, piano/continuo will sing 
J.S. Bach’s “Christ is Risen” as we 
celebrate Jesus’ ascension to God’s 
eternal presence.   We hope you will join 
us as we pray, sing hymns, hear the 
Scriptures and words of  encouragement 
to refresh ourselves for continued living 
and showing others God as Jesus taught 
us.  We join our community and the 
world-wide community as we continue to 
keep our trust in God regardless of  our 
situation and our praise of  Glory to God 
alone! 

PS:  Don’t forget to mark your 

calendar for July 3 Worship followed 

by lunch and 4th of July celebration! 
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Sunday, July 3 in the 
Fellowship Hall following 

worship: 
Lunch and a Patriotic 
Program featuring the 

Eastminster Choir 
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Grateful people are joyful people 

In a 2013 TED Talk, David 
Steindl-Rast says many people 
think happiness leads to 
gratefulness. “Think again,” he 
says. “Is it really the happy 
people that are grateful? We all 
know … people who have 
everything it [takes] to be 
happy, and they are not happy, 
because they want something 
else or they want more of  the 
same. And we all know people 
who have lots of  misfortune 
[yet] are deeply happy. ... Why? 
Because they are grateful. So it 
is not happiness that makes us 
grateful. It’s gratefulness that 
makes us happy.” 

We must  be caut ious : 
Depression is a real illness, and 
therapy or medicine may be 
necessary to help us feel 
“happy” and enjoy life again. 
Also, “joy” is perhaps a more 
fitting word than “happiness”; 
happiness can be fleeting and 
superficial, while joy is heart-
deep and abiding. In Jesus, even 
when we’re sad or struggling or 
fearful, we can have joy — the 
confidence that God holds us 
in his arms. And for that, we 
can be grateful. Indeed, Steindl-
Rast concludes, “Grateful 
people are joyful people.” 

Solution on page 7 



Neighborhood Breakfast Update 

I’m sorry for the delayed report on Saturday 
mornings Neighborhood Breakfast. Our 
numbers continue to maintain and grow a 
little each week. We did have one break away 
Saturday with almost double the attendance 
(80+). 

April 30: 
Servers: 9 Guests: 17 Total: 26 

Our “core” group of  guests include people 
who are related to or went to school together 
from 1st grade through high school 
graduation: D, K, C, and D. There have been 
some “new” regulars: T (back from Austin to 
stay with her elderly declining grandfather). 

May 7: 

Greater Bethlehem came to help. They were 
wonderful. Over 36 workers and 45 guests 
for a total of  83. The usuals plus some that 
learned about the breakfast from Greater 
Bethlehem. The servers brought lots of  
energy and enthusiasm and want to keep 
helping at least once a month. They also 
volunteered to have some of  their youth 
hand out our Spanish/English handbills. 
They were especially enthusiastic about the 
concept of  “Neighborhood Breakfast” 
together with Eastminster and Christian 
Stronghold. 

May 14: 
Servers: 6 Guests: 19 Total: 25 

B changed jobs. K and C opined on 
Maverick basketball and A got a t-shirt from 
the rack that said: “Trouble from Above.” 

May 21: 
Servers: 6 Guests: 29 Total: 35 

Sang “Happy Birthday” to J (90 years old on 
Wednesday). Regulars keep coming and 
include 3 or 4 families. 
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I’ve talked with Darlene and Michele about 
getting together with Pleasant Grove Food 
Pantry and having some baskets of  food 
supplies available for people on Saturdays. A 
couple of  our “regulars” can afford an 
apartment or food but not both. Definitely 
yet another opportunity to make a 
difference. 

The numbers have been consistent enough 
that it is time to start: 

1. Increase handing out handbills (7 hotels 
and 2 bus depots in a 6 block radius 
around the church). 

2. Do a neighborhood mailer to the 3 zip 
codes around the church. 

3. Individually, in person and by note, 
encourage active and inactive Eastminster 
members to pick a Saturday and come see 
what we are doing. 

4. Fully explore and supplement ways to 
work with Pleasant Grove Food Pantry 
and Meals on Wheels to help feed our 
neighborhood. 

5. Continue to thank God for the 
opportunities to help feed people and to 
work closely and in harmony with our 
friends at Greater Bethlehem (just down 
the street) and Christian Stronghold (just 
up the street). 

Blair, Jim, Reggie, Darlene, and Christine are 
the backbone of  what we are doing. What 
they do is nearly miraculous, but they are so 
humble and unassuming you wouldn’t know 
just how good they are. 

I think next they’ll be ready to multiply 
fishes and loaves and service the crowd. 

Tom Pappas 
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In service of the Triune God 

In Eat This Book, Eugene H. Peterson explains 
that the word liturgy comes not from church 
settings but community service. As applied to 
worship, liturgy maintains that “‘public-service’ 
quality — working for the community on behalf  
of  or following orders from God.” Peterson 
writes, “As we worship God, revealed personally 
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit in our Holy 
Scriptures, we are not doing something apart 
from or away from the non-Scripture-reading 
world; we do it for the world — bringing all 
creation and all history before God, presenting 
our bodies and all the beauties and needs of  
humankind before God in praise and 
intercession, penetrating and serving the world 
for whom Christ died in the strong name of  the 
Trinity.” 

A standup guy 

During the pandemic, a Maryland man used “dad 
jokes” to lift neighbors’ spirits. Tom Schruben 
jotted down a joke-of-the-day on a curbside 
whiteboard. Hearing people chuckle and chat 
eased the isolation. 

Schruben and his wife, Ann, became intentional 
about seeking joy after two of  their children died. 
They vowed to “find happiness again” and share 
it. For Father’s Day last year, Schruben held a Bad 
Dad Joke contest, donating entry fees to a local 
charity. Here are a few of  his favorites: 

If  two vegans get into an argument, is it still 
considered a beef? 

I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon. I’ll 
let you know. 

What do you call a bear with no teeth? A gummy 
bear. 
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Jesus was known for using a certain type of  
speech in his teaching. What was it? 

A. soliloquy 
B. parable 
C. lecture 
D. riddle 

Answer: B (See Mark 4:33-34.)  

Scripture Readings for June 

June 1 Eph. 4:1–16 
June 2 Eph. 4:17–32 
June 3 Eph. 5:1–32 
June 4 Eph. 6:1–24 
June 5 Acts 4:18–33 
June 6 Gal. 4:12–20 
June 7 Gal. 4:21–31 
June 8 Gal. 5:1–15 
June 9 Gal. 5:16–24 
June 10 Gal. 5:25—6:10 

June 11 Gal. 6:11–18 
June 12 Rev. 19:4–16 
June 13 Rom. 1:1–15 
June 14 Rom. 1:16–25 
June 15 Rom. 1:28—2:11 
June 16 Rom. 2:12–24 
June 17 Rom. 2:25—3:8 
June 18 Rom. 3:9–20 
June 19 Acts 15:1–12 
June 20 Rom. 3:21–31 

June 21 Rom. 4:1–12 
June 22 Rom. 4:13–25 
June 23 Rom. 5:1–11 
June 24 Rom. 5:12–21 
June 25 Rom. 6:1–11 
June 26 Acts 17:12–24 
June 27 Rom. 6:12–23 
June 28 Rom. 7:1–12 
June 29 Rom. 7:13–25 
June 30 Rom. 8:1–11 

“We wondered why when a child 
laughed, he belonged to Daddy, and 
when he had a sagging diaper that 
smelled like a landfill, ‘He wants his 
mother.'” —Erma Bombeck.  

“When I was a boy of  14, my father 
was so ignorant, I could hardly stand to 
have the old man around. But when I 
got to be 21, I was astonished at how 
much the old man had learned in seven 
years.” —Mark Twain.  

“A father carries pictures where his 
money used to be.” —Steve Martin  
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“The fact that I can plant a seed 
and it becomes a flower, share a 
bit of  knowledge and it 
becomes another's, smile at 
someone and receive a smile in 
return, are to me continual 
spiritual exercises.” 

—Leo Buscaglia 

“Kindness and consideration of  
somebody besides yourself  … 
keeps you feeling young." 

—Betty White 

“The good Lord didn’t create 
anything without a purpose, but 
mosquitoes come close.” 

—Unknown 

“Courage is fueled by the 
motivation to take the first step 
into the unknown.” 

—Cheryl Nielsen 

Parents are stewards 

Striving to raise happy, well-rounded children isn’t 
wrong “unless those successes become the goal,” 
writes Jeffrey Reed in ParentLife magazine. For 
Christians, he says, the driving force of  parenting 
should be helping kids follow God’s path. 

“What if  we parented as if  we were temporary 
stewards of  the greatest containers of  godly 
potential?” Reed asks. “What if  our goal for our 
children was to continually seek God's guidance on 
what it is that he wants for them and to help them 
pursue that goal on a daily basis?” He concludes: 
“In a hundred years, nothing we do will matter 
apart from the impact we've made in God’s 
kingdom on earth. Perhaps your children will be 
that legacy.” 

 

Seeking and finding 

St. Ambrose (A.D. 340-397) was an influential 
figure in the early church. As bishop of  Milan, he 
fought pagan influences. As a writer, he’s credited 
with sermons, poems and innovative Christian 
hymns. And, according to tradition, he also 
converted and baptized St. Augustine. 

One beloved prayer from St. Ambrose reads: 
“Lord, teach me to seek you, and reveal yourself  to 
me when I seek you. For I cannot seek you unless 
you first teach me, nor find you unless you first 
reveal yourself  to me. Let me seek you in longing 
and long for you in seeking. Let me find you in 
love, and love you in finding.” 
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Summertime splendor 

One theme in Psalms is how nature reveals 
God’s glory. That’s especially evident during 
summer. “There is a signature of  wisdom and 
power impressed on the works of  God, which 
evidently distinguishes them from the feeble 
imitations of  men,” writes John Newton. “Not 
only the splendor of  the sun, but the 
glimmering light of  the glowworm, proclaims 
his glory.” 

That glory shines even brighter when we spend 
time in God’s Word. Thomas Merton writes, 
“By reading the scriptures I am so renewed that 
all nature seems renewed around me and with 
me. The sky seems to be a pure, a cooler blue, 
the trees a deeper green. The whole world is 
charged with the glory of  God, and I feel fire 
and music under my feet.” 

Going the second mile 

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he 
teaches, “If  anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go also the second mile” (Matthew 
5:41, NRSV). Back then, Jews were subject 
to Roman rule and often compulsory 
service. Commoners could be forced to 
fetch water, carry baggage and perform 
other menial tasks. So Jesus suggests that 
rather than complying with gritted teeth 
and muttered curses, people offer to carry 
the pack a second mile as well. 

These days, the second (or extra) mile 
denotes going beyond what’s expected or 
required, whether in effort or kindness. In 
Going the Second Mile, Mel Blackaby 
describes the concept as “the difference 
between living as a good person and 
enjoying life as a child of  God.” He 
explains, “When you ‘do your best’ for 
someone, you go the first mile. When God 
does his best through you, you experience 
the second mile. This can happen only 
when you let Christ in you take over and 
empower you to accomplish what is 
impossible by your natural abilities. While 
others see you on the first mile, they see 
Christ on the second.” 

—adapted from The Wired Word 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Monday, June 13—Friday, June 17, 8-noon, VBS 

Wednesday, June 15  at noon:  CCC Pot Luck 
Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, July 3 following worship:  Patriotic 
Program and Luncheon 

Sunday, July 31:  Back to School Shoe Fitting 
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Pastor Sherry Holloman 
Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson 

Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez 

Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree 

John Randall 6-6 

Chandra Karlen6-8 

Kenneth Kraft 6-9 

Daniel Pappas 6-11 

Drew Turner 6-14 

Heather Crabtree 6-19 

AbbyGayle Flores 6-25 

Alicia Almanza 6-28 

Susan Barraza 6-29 

Denise Veloz 6-30 

Nina Uche 6-30 

 

 

 

 

 

Ginny & Harvey Beatty 6-6 

Philis & Dick Knox 6-7 

Shirlene & Fred Watkins 6-13 

Sherry & Gary Holloman 6-18 

Charlotte & Bruce Turner 6-26 
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Special dates 

Pentecost, June 5, 2022 

Trinity Sunday, June 12, 2022 

Flag Day, June 14, 2022 

Father’s Day, June 19, 2022 

First day of summer, June 21, 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS from the STATED  SESSION MEETING 

May 15, 2021 

 Accepted a report from the Treasurer in absentia indicating fiscal losses in net income 
both for the month of  April and for the year-to-date ending 30 April 2022. 

 Heard a report from the Christian Education Chair regarding Vacation Bible School 
2022. 

 Approved a motion from the Outreach Committee to hold a luncheon and patriotic 
program on 3 July 2022 immediately following the worship service.   

 Approved a building use request for 20 August 2022 for a wedding shower. 

 Heard a report from the Moderator updating progress of  the Long Range Planning 
Committee.  


