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Dear Members and Friends,  

I recently read an article in the Wall Street Journal written by columnist Peggy 
Noonan regarding the expectations of a new pope. She wrote, òThe church 
should go back to the beginning, shift from modernity to eternity, ask the 
world to train its eye on Christ.ó Noonanõs recommendation is essentially that 
we need to focus more on Christ and less on trying to keep up with the times 
we live inñfrom modernity to eternity.  

Many Christians over the years have spent a lot of  energy on trying to predict 
Armageddonñas if  we could stop it. The end of  the world will happen one 
of these days, but Christõs call for his followers does not change with the 
times: we are to follow his teachings.  

Other Christians spend a lot of  energy trying to convict the world of  its sin, 
injustice, and inequity. Yes, it continues to be true that the world is getting it 
wrong. It is important that followers of  Jesus can recognize right from 
wrong. It is imperative that we do not participate in evil. However, the way 
we do this is not by waging spiritual war with the world, it is to focus on 
Jesus. By focusing on Jesus, we learn what is right and how to live in 
righteous ways. The more we focus on the world, the more we will be 
influenced by it.  

I donõt mean to say that the world is nothing but darkness and evil. In fact, 
followers of Jesus should see Godõs goodness shining through in even the 
darkest of  days.  Noonan is calling the church and its leaders to point people 
to Christ rather than pointing them to the world.  

What will a focus on Christ do for people?  

1. It will give them peace and hope knowing that Christ is preparing them 
for a future that far surpasses their past and their present.  

2. It will give them an identity grounded in the image of  God rather 
than being defined by the world or their struggles in it.  

3. It will give them a purpose. Rather than spending all their energy trying 
to please the world or to attain things that will not last, a follower of  Jesus 
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Come join us for Vacation Bible 
School 

Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church 

6550 Samuel Blvd. 
Dallas, TX 75228 

 
June 15th-19th 

from 6:30ñ9 p.m. 
Children: 

Kindergarten ð 5th Grade 
Register online at 

www.eastminsterdallas.org 

EPW All Church Summer Dining 

We will be meeting the second Tuesday of  each month at 6:00 p.m. 

 
June 10th ð Verona Italian Restaurant, 9039 Garland Road 

 

 

 

 

                July 8th ð B.J.õs Brewhouse, 1106 Town East Mall, Mesquite 

 

August 12th ð Snuffers Mesquite, 3726 Towne Crossing Blvd, Mesquite 

has a daily purpose in loving others 
and sharing the Good News of  
Christ. In this purpose we are 
participating in bringing Christõ 
eternal kingdom into being.  

Do you want peace and hope? Focus 
on Christ. Do you want to know who 
you really are? Focus on Christ. Do 
want a purpose? Focus on Christ.  

Focusing on Christ is not burying your 
head in the sand. It will lead you to 
engage the world with the love and 
peace of  Christ rather than meeting it 
with your anxiety, anger, and despair. 
Focus on Christ! 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Paul 
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Spring Fling! 

We had a fantastic time at the Spring Fling Saturday, May 3rd.  We welcomed over 50 

people to the party.  Our guests enjoyed hotdogs, nachos, and popcorn. The bounce house 

was full all morning.  Children and adults left with face painting and temporary tattoos all 

over their arms and faces.  The Christian Education Committee would like to thank all of  

the volunteers that came out and made this event so successful. We look forward to having 

another event next year. 



June 8th  is Pentecost Sunday, 
and we will celebrate the birth 
of  the Christian Church and 
Eastminsterõs birthday!  When 
we completed the merger 

between Meneeley and Calvary churches, 
Pentecost Sunday was selected as the official 
birthday. 

Pentecostõs liturgical color is red.  Red symbolizes 
the tongues of  flame in which the Holy Spirit 
appeared to the disciples, and the people they 
preached to in the streets that day, and over 3000 
believed. 

So wear red to church Sunday, June 8th.  We have 
3 birthdays to celebrate, the birth of  the Christian 
Church, Eastminsterõs birthday, and the day you 
chose to be a Christian. 

The other day, I was asked why I was a 
Presbyterian since I was raised an East Texas 
Southern Baptist, and yes, in those days, they were 
a little different and distinctive from other 
Southern Baptists.  I have been a Presbyterian for 
over 55 years.  I have also been a Methodist and 
Christian Church (Disciples of  Christ) minister. I 
have sung for several Catholic and Episcopal 
Masses and Jewish services in Temples, 
Synagogues, and Congregations. I am a follower 
of  Christ.  I chose the Presbyterian Church 
because of  how we govern ourselves.  As with any 
system, its not perfect, but it works well.  There 
are some theological differences between the 
denominations where I have been a member, but 
they all have things in common:  belief  in God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  All Christians have the 
same basic core beliefs: Jesus taught us to love our 
families, our friends, our neighbors, and the 
world.  Jesus taught us to help others.  When he 
helped people, Jesus didnõt ask them what their 
color, gender, or what their ethnic background 
was; he just helped them. 

I have been reading some stories told by Fred 
Craddock, a famous Disciples of  Christ Pastor, 
Preacher, and seminary professor. The following 
says what Iõm trying to say to myself and to you 
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better than I can. Dr. Craddock tells this 
story: 

òRear Admiral Thornton Miller came into 
my life in my younger years. I was a 
freshman at Johnson Bible College, and 
Rear Admiral Miller came and spoke in 
chapel and then talked to some of  us boys 
after chapel. He was the highest-ranking 
chaplain in the military at the time. He 
looked great in that uniform. He had been 
at Normandy on June 6, 1944, D-Day, and 
the day of  the slaughter, and he described it 
that evening in the dorm to some of  us, 
recounting how he was going from soldier 
to soldier as they lay screaming, crying, 
dying, trying to say a few words of  comfort, 
offering a prayer, and repeating the same 
over and over. Someone asked, "Up and 
down the beach, with the shells going 
everywhere? Why did you do that?"  His 
answer: "I'm a minister."   

The person began again, "But didn't you ask 
if  they were Catholic, Protestant, or Jewish?  
If  you just...I mean, if  you're a minister..."  

Now, get this. Rear Admiral Miller said, "If  
you're a minister, the only question you ask 
is, `Can I help you?"'  

Jesus told us in John 14, our Gospel Lesson 
on May 25th, òto love one another.ó In 
John, Jesus says ôloveõ 57 times.  At other 
times and ways, he tells us to help the poor, 
the children, and others. 

Jesus didnõt say, òOnly the ministers do 
this.ó He didnõt ask about their color, ethnic 
background, gender, nationality, or belief.  
He just said, òHelp.ó 

Lord, I pray you will keep us all aware of  
the opportunities to help someone with a 
deed, kind words, or a smile so that we can, 
as the hymn says, òélet others see Jesus in 
me.ó 
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When on vacation 

When on vacation, be with us in spirit. 
The rest of  the summer, be with us in 
person. 

 

 

 

Constant and unchanging 

Summerõs arrival feels positive to many 
people but may not be smooth for all. 
Families who rely on regular school meals 
for their children must stretch grocery 
dollars further. Heat poses risks for 
elderly people who lack air conditioning. 
Work can be difficult to find in the 
summer months, and uncertainty looms 
for recent graduates. Meanwhile, 
concerns such as wars, natural disasters 
and health problems donõt take a summer 
break. 

St. Teresa of  Avila (1515ð1582) prayed, 
òMay you be blessed forever, Lord, for 
being constant and unchanging, amidst all 
the changes of the world.ó Her prayer is 
as appropriate today as nearly 500 years 
ago. When all around us is unstable and 
unreliable, Godõs love and faithfulness are 
constant and trustworthy. 

Thoughts for Fatheršs Day 

A careful man I ought to be; a little fellow 
follows me; 
I do not dare to go astray, for fear heõll go 
the self-same way. 

I cannot once escape his eyes; whateõer he 
sees me do, he tries ñ 
Like me, he says, heõs going to be, the little 
chap who follows me. 

He thinks that I am good and fine, believes 
in every word of  mine: 
The base in me he must not see, the little 
chap who follows me. 

I must remember as I go, through summerõs 
sun and winterõs snow, 
Iõm building for the years to be, for a little 
fellow follows me. ñAuthor unknown 

 

Christian symbol 

RIVER ñ In the Bible, rivers (and other 
bodies of  water) often represent deliverance, 
salvation, freedom and cleansing. The Jordan 
River is especially prominent: The Israelites 
crossed it to enter the Promised Land after 
God delivered them from slavery, and John 
baptized Jesus (and many other people) 
there. The image of  crossing the Jordan Riv-
er has long been a metaphor for death ñ 
crossing from earthly 
to heavenly life, from 
worldly struggles to 
the bliss of  God's 
kingdom, from physi-
cal ailments to the 
wholeness of  a resur-
rection body. 



Mothers/Father Day Dinner ð May 8th, 
Waxahachie 

A big THANK YOU to 
Eastminster, St. Mark, and 
Hackberry Creek for making 
the Presbyterian Childrenõs 
Home and  Se r v i ces 
(PCHAS) Mothers/Father 
Day Dinner so much fun!  
The monies each of  these churches so 
generously gave enabled us to provide some 
very full baskets of  things we hope will be 
useful, unexpected, and a little extra ð Like the 
$50.00 gift card that was tucked in with love 
and appreciation for these parentsõ dedication 
to their children. 

From the beginning of  this project to the end, 
we had so much help and want to recognize 
these angels ð Blair & Cindy Garrett, Bruce 
Turner, Judy Moreland, Jan Walters, Christine 
Blair from Eastminster; Dorothy and her 
daughter, Allison from St. Mark; and Dave 
Brown from Hackberry Creek.  Thank you all 
for your parts ð financing the project (Dave, 
Dorothy, Cindy, Bruce, and each churchõs 
Session), shopping for the goodies (Dorothy 
and Judy), preparing a special framed message 

from God (Dorothy and 
Allison), setting up work 
tables and providing the 
key for the work room 

(Bruce & Blair); and, of  course, the 
assembling of  the baskets (Rev. Diane 
Pennington from PCHAS, Dorothy, 
Allison, Christine, and Jan).  We had lots 
of  fun and the pictures show our joy.  

Another big thank 
you to all the 
c h u r c h e s  t h a t 
continue to support 
PCHAS and their 
ministries. 

Here at Eastminster 
during this season, 

one-third of  the One Great Hour of  
Sharing offering was allocated to 
PCHAS.. 

Thank you! 
Vicki Lynn 

Matthew 18:1-3 English Standard 
Version:  Who Is the Greatest?  At that 
time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
òWho is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?ó  And calling to him a child, he 
put him in the midst of  them and said, 
òTruly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.ó 
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When was the last 
time you checked 
out the church 
website?  In May, 
t h e  O u t r e a c h 
C o m m i t t e e 
author ized the 

update of  the website.  In what is 
called òWide Designó the committee 
updated the look and feel and made 
it more attractive. 

T h e  c u r r e n t  w e b s i t e  i s 
approximately 8 years old and has 
been maintained mostly by Chandra 
Anderson and Jim Lee.  The 
Outreach Committee authorized a 
Website Subcommittee and that 
subcommittee is comprised of  Tony 
Bennett, Jim Lee, and Bruce Turner.  
The goal was to evaluate the website 
and make recommendations to 
either update the current website or 
to recommend a wholly new 
website.  So far, this update is 
considered temporary until all the 
research has been done. 

So, take a look again.  There is a lot 
there.  We may have more 
information for you in the near 
future.  Go to  

www.eastminsterdallas.org.   

 P a g e  7

Eastfield Early Brass Concert 

If you didnõt make it to the concert on Sunday, 
May 18th, you missed out! This group of  
musicians make beautiful music. From playful 
tunes that make you want to get up and dance (a 
Tango) to the majestic sounds of  A Mighty Fortress 
is Our God. And to finish the event, the 
Eastminster and St. Mark choirs joined in for Iõll 
Praise My Maker by Lloyd Pfautsch. Everyone 
enjoyed the evening and ended it with a beautiful 
reception in the fellowship hall. 

You can see the performance on 
YouTube anytime, whether you are 
watching for the first time or 
revisiting all the beautiful music. We 
look forward to another concert 
soon. 

If  you know of  any choirs or small bands or 
orchestras, let us know. Our sanctuary has some 
of  the best acoustics around and holding other 
concerts would be wonderful! 

Thanks to all of  those who helped put this on. 
Especially Fred Watkins, Bruce Turner, Sean 
Turner and Vicki Lynn Cook. 
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Answer: C (See Luke 2:46.)  

Who said to the prophet Nathan, òI have sinned against 
the LORDó? 

A. Reuben, for selling Joseph into slavery 
B. Jacob, for deceiving Isaac and stealing his brotherõs 
birthright 
C. Rahab, a prostitute 
D. David, considered Israelõs greatest king 

1 Eph. 2:1ð10  
2  Heb. 6:1ð12  
3  Heb. 6:13ð20  
4 Heb. 7:1ð17  
5 Heb. 7:18ð28  
6 Heb. 8:1ð13  
7 Heb. 9:1ð14  
8 1 Cor. 2:1ð13 
9 1 Cor. 2:1ð13  
10 2 Cor. 11:1ð21a  

11 2 Cor. 11:21bð33  
12 2 Cor. 12:1ð10  
13 2 Cor. 12:11ð21  
14 2 Cor. 13:1ð13  
15 Eph. 4:1ð16 
16 Acts 1:1ð14 
17 Acts 1:15ð26 
18 Acts 2:1ð21 
19 Acts 2:22ð36 
20 Acts 2:37ð47 

21 Acts 4:32ð5:11 
22 James 1:1ð18 
23 Acts 5:12ð26 
24 Acts 5:27ð42 
25 Acts 6:1ð15 
26 Acts 6:15ð7:16 
27 Acts 7:17ð29  
28 Acts 7:30ð43  
29 Rom. 4:13ð25  
30  Acts 7:44ð8:1a  

Answer: D (See 2 Samuel 12:13.)  

Are you listening? 

A father asked his 7-year-old son to say 
the mealtime prayer. òAll right,ó the boy 
said. òLetõs pray.ó 

When every head was bowed, the boy 
prayed, òLord, we thank you for the 
pancakes weõre going to eat tonight. 
Amen.ó 

òJimmy,ó his mother said. òI think you 
should know weõre having chicken, not 
pancakes, tonight.ó 

òI know,ó Jimmy answered. òI just 
wanted to see if  God was paying 
attention.ó 

The first day of vacation Bible school 

One summer afternoon, a grandfather picked 
up his 4-year-old grandson at church. òWell, 
Jason, how did you like your first day of  vaca-
tion Bible school?ó 

òIt was great!ó the boy replied. òWe heard 
some stories and drew some pictures. Then 
we went out to play, and when we came back 
in God had 
juice and 
cookies 
waiting for 
us!ó 

Scripture Readings for June  
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òSin cannot be undone, only 
forgiven.ó ñIgor Stravinsky 

òEvery problem has a soft spot. If 
it is too big for us, we can take it 
to God. No problem is too big for 
God.ó ñBrother Andrew 

òI choose love é No occasion 
justifies hatred; no injustice 
warrants bitterness.ó 
 ñMax Lucado 

òGod is like a friend, full of 
loving care; someone you can 
trust whoõs always there.ó 
 ñNatalie Sleeth 

òLoved the wedding; Invite me to 
the marriage.ó 
ñGod (on a billboard message) 

òLive in the world as if only God 
and your soul were in it; then your 
heart will never be made captive 
by any earthly thing.ó 
 ñJohn of  the Cross 

 

What is a father? 

Being a male species does not 
make a man a father, for a dad is a 
special blend of  hero; 
disciplinarian; a friend; someone 
to look up to; someone to model 
é someone with a touch of the 
òmotheró in him; someone who is 
big enough to say, òThe fault was 
mineó é someone who lives the 
kind of  life that makes you want 
to say, òI, too, shall follow him!ó 
 ñAlton Kaul 



Pleasant Grove Food Pantry for month of April, 2025 

Date Families Adults Seniors Children Total Persons Pounds 

4/1 213 391 128 275 794 16497 
4/2 65 83 51 44 178 3130 

4/7 93 191 50 117 358 5075 

4/8 185 334 106 246 686 9969 
4/9 71 97 51 47 195 2885 

4/14 99 158 62 99 319 5718 

4/15 196 375 108 260 743 15260 
4/16 70 98 51 44 193 3395 

4/21 90 177 51 99 327 5670 

4/22 202 364 128 244 736 11550 
4/23 53 56 51 44 151 2385 

4/28 115 210 60 160 430 7525 

4/29 178 321 120 222 663 10243 
4/30 64 75 53 49 177 3560 

 1694 2930 1070 1950 5950 102862 
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The joy of generosity 

He who has received much should also 
give much. It is essential to give a goodly 
part of  what God has allowed us to 
accumulate. Otherwise greed and 
miserliness will seize our hearts and 
minds. Furthermore, by not giving 
generously, we will miss the many joys 
that generosity brings to us. Let us not 
cheat ourselves of  those blessings. 

 

Donšt fail to try 

A woman once criticized evangelist 
Dwight L. Moody for his methods in 
attempting to win people to the Lord. òI 
agree with you,ó Moody said. òI donõt like 
the way I do it either. Tell me, how do you 
do it?ó 

òI donõt do it,ó the woman answered. To 
which Moody replied, òI like my way of 
doing it better than your way of  not doing 
it.ó 

Handling grief 

When a Southern Christian woman 
became a widow, several people asked 
what she was going to do. She always 
answered by saying, òIõm going to do 
Proverbs 3:5-6 and Philippians 4:4-7.ó 

Both passages provide wonderful doses 
of  strength and encouragement. (If  you 
arenõt familiar with the verses, look them 
up to see for yourself.) When we 
completely trust in God for guidance and 
peace, he not only sees us through 
difficult times but allows us to rejoice 
rather than worry. 


