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JOY 

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name.  For his anger is but for a mo-
ment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. You 
have turned for me my mourning into dancing… Psalm 30: 4-5, 11a 

I suspect many of  you are doing as I am-cleaning, organizing, re-arranging; and, spending 
time on things that bring pure, simple joy. Crafting, chatting with family, working in our yard. 
Between re-arranging and being outdoors, I have discovered I am more like my dad than I im-
agined.  

When he retired, he spent time doing what he loved most…gardening, planting, harvesting. 
But, let’s face it, on a small piece of  property, there are limits. But that didn’t stop dad.  Did I 
mention he could plop a dead stick in a hole, and it would grow! Imagine our surprise when, 
as adult children we would come home, only to find the pear tree once in the side yard now 
out back.  The strawberry plants on one visit would be in planter boxes, the next time lining 
the foundation like a flower bed. It always gave us something to laugh about…and something 
that brought us joy because it brought dad joy!  

Well…I am my dad. I keep moving plants from one place to another. And, 
I keep moving a rustic craft sign I did years ago all around the house. 
These three letters: J O Y have adorned the mantel during fall, set high on 
the refrigerator in the kitchen, and now they have found a home, tempo-
rary no doubt, in our bedroom.  During this pandemic, I find myself  grav-
itating more toward things and people that bring JOY to life, not just my 
life, but joy for the good of  the world.  And, I find myself  searching out 
ways to both embrace and share joy. I am not willing to let this time of  
anxiousness, fear or distance rob me of  the gift of  joy that God gives to 
me each waking day. It is good that I dance, even if  that is alone! What 
about you?  God did not wait to give joy; let’s not wait to experience it. 
Grab it every chance you get!  

First Coming by Madeleine L’Engle 

He did not wait till the world was ready, till men and nations were at peace. He came when the 
heavens were unsteady, and prisoners cried out for release. 

He did not wait for the perfect time. He came when the need was deep and great. He dined 
with sinners in all their grime, turned water into wine. 

He did not wait till hearts were pure. In joy he came to a tarnished world of  sin and doubt. To 
a world like ours, of  anguished shame he came, and his Light would not go out. 

He came to a world which did not mesh, to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. In the mystery of  
the Word made Flesh the Maker of  the stars was born. 

We cannot wait till the world is sane to raise our songs with joyful voice, for to share our grief, 
to touch our pain, He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 

May the joy of  the Lord be in and among us, 
Pastor Sherry 
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Protecting your Mental Health during Quarantine 

Currently, we are living in an anxious time. For 
many, what’s going on around us can trigger 
negative thoughts and feelings. I want to give you 
some tools to help manage your health during the 
coronavirus quarantine. 

Manage Your Thoughts:  While things are constantly 
changing around us day by day, it is normal to feel 
out of  control. What we can have control over 
however, are our thoughts. When we have fear-
based thoughts on loop in our minds, we will 
naturally feel anxious. Here is a great method I 
use to re-frame fear-based thoughts: 

Step 1: Identify the fear-based thought. For 
example: “I’m scared about my kids catching the 
coronavirus, and I can’t sleep because of  it.” 

Step 2: Be gentle with yourself  as you recognize 
the thought. For example: “Of  course I am scared 
about this. This is a normal fear.” 

Step 3: Replace this thought with a positive 
thought that is true for you. For example: “We are 
healthy right now, and we are taking the right 
precautions.” 

This process will take some practice, but it is an 
effective way to pull yourself  out of  fear-based 
thinking. 

Commit to Routine:  While it may be tempting to 
stay in your pajamas and binge watch TV all day, I 
encourage you to follow a similar schedule to 
what you did prior to the quarantine. Wake up at 
the same time, get ready for the day, have tasks to 
complete for the day, and go to bed at the same 
time. It is tempting to have late nights and late 
mornings, but this will only disrupt the schedule 
that has kept you mentally and physically healthy. 

What’s more, having a disrupted schedule will 
likely cause changes in the time you take 
medication, or possibly cause you to forget taking 
your medication altogether. This will have a 
negative effect on your mood, so committing to 
having a routine with your medication during this 
time is essential. Set an alarm on your phone if  
you need to! 
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Take Care of  Your Body:  During times of  
intense stress, our bodies go into fight or 
flight mode. There are simple things you can 
do to get your body out of  fight or flight 
mode and into a more relaxed place. Here are 
some important ways to care for your body: 

Diet: Rather than snacking all day, make sure 
to eat complete meals throughout the day. 

Exercise: Exercise can be a great tool to 
combat anxiety and depression during this 
time. There are at-home workouts you can 
find online, or you might consider safely 
going outside for a walk or run, being sure to 
maintain a distance of  six-feet to any 
passerby. 

Sleep: Good sleep hygiene is necessary for 
our wellness. Allow yourself  to get enough 
sleep and try sticking to the same bedtime 
every day. If  you are struggling with anxiety 
before bed, make sure you are not watching 
the news close to your bedtime. It is normal 
to scroll through social media before falling 
asleep, but this will only keep your mind 
dwelling on the coronavirus. Try reading a 
book, journaling, or doing some deep 
breathing instead. 

Take Care of  Your Home:  While everything 
around us seems to be out of  control, allow 
your home to be a controlled, safe, and 
predictable environment. They say a chaotic 
home can lead to a chaotic mind, so use this 
time at home to purge items you don’t need, 
reorganize, and clean. Following the first tool 
I mentioned, re-frame “I am stuck inside,” to 
“I can use this time to focus on my home!” 

Work Around Isolation:  Feeling isolated for 
long periods of  time is a sure recipe for 
depression. Here are some tips I recommend 
to manage isolation during this time: 

Schedule video or phone calls with friends 
and family. Not only will this help you feel 
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Welcoming the Holy 

Abraham and Sarah welcomed 
three strangers who turned out 
to be the Lord. Jesus said, “If  
anyone gives even a cup of  
cold water to one of  these little 
ones who is my disciple,” the 
giver will be rewarded 
(Matthew 10:42, NIV). An an-
cient Jewish proverb asserts: 
“Hospitality is one form of  
worship.” A Russian Orthodox 
monk is said to have told a 
younger one, “Sometimes I see 
a stranger coming up the road 
and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it 
you again?’” And an old Gaelic 
poem declares, “Often, often, 
often, goes the Christ in the 
stranger’s guise.”  

Sometimes we think we must 
do something big to serve 
God. Today, when you smile at 
someone on the street, take 
time to entertain a child’s ques-
tion, bring cookies to a new 
neighbor, thank a server or 
clerk … know that you are 
serving Jesus, that you are wor-
shiping God. 
  —Heidi Mann 

more connected, but your presence during a stressful time 
will be a blessing to others! 

Set boundaries with the news. Hearing the coronavirus 
news throughout the day will perpetuate your anxiety and 
cause you to feel more isolated. While it is important to 
stay informed, it is also imperative that you set limits on 
how often you will watch the news or stay on social media. 
Allow yourself  to be updated, then move on. 

Reach out for professional help. During times of  high 
stress, it is common for some people to feel triggered; past 
grief  or trauma may be resurfacing, issues you thought you 
had resolved may suddenly feel unresolved, and anxiety 
may feel unmanageable. If  you are experiencing any of  
these things, it may be helpful to talk to someone. 

Lean Into Spiritual Practices:  Our spiritual tools are 
important now more than ever. They can create an overall 
sense of  peace and calmness that greatly impact those 
around us. Here are some common spiritual methods for 
staying anchored: 

Prayer & Meditation:  Slow, deep breathing: Practice 
breathing in slowly for 4 seconds, hold it for 6 seconds, 
and slowly exhale for 7 seconds. Repeat this 3-4 times. 

Practice Gratitude: Shifting our focus to what we have and 
what is going right in our lives is crucial for balancing the 
negativity going on around us. Try writing a few things you 
are grateful for each day. If  you are co-quarantining with a 
partner or child(ren), try this practice with them. 

I hope these tools serve you and help you find your power 
during this time. 

Sincerely, 
Mishaal 

Mishaal Riaz, M.A., LPC-Intern, is the Manager of  
Counseling Services at The Stewpot, under the supervision 
of  Keri Riggs, M.A, LPC-S. She provides therapy for 
individuals who are at risk or experiencing homelessness, 
as well as psycho-education to the community.  If  you 
would like to speak with Mishaal, she is available for phone 
and video consultations/sessions. You can reach her via 
email. 



Growing up an East Texas 
Southern Baptist, one of  the 
songs most often used at the 
end of  a service, sometimes 
all the verses or sometimes 

just the first verse and the refrain, was God 
Be with You Till We Meet Again #542 in 
Glory to God.  Even as a young child I knew 
the words of  this Gospel Song were meant 
for those that were gathered in worship at 
that time and place.  We usually sing it at 
least once a year in our congregation. 

It was written by Jeremiah Eames Rankin.  
Rankin was a Congregational minster and 
later became President of  Howard 
University in Washington, D.C.  He was a 
very prolific hymn writer and helped with 
the publication of  at least three hymnals in 
his lifetime.  Poetry lovers and analysts will 
notice quickly the use of  the word ‘you” at 
the end of  each verse.  As Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
writes in his commentary on Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal: 

“The task of  varying the text is somewhat 
limited by the invariable ending of  those 
lines with “you,” so that the rhyming word 
before each such occurrence must be a 
transitive verb or a preposition. This sort of  
two-syllable rhyme is generally doggerel 
except in the most expert hands. Yet it may 
be the pedestrian qualities of  this text that 
have so endeared this hymn to many. It is 
the poetry of  the common person, eager to 
find yet another rhyme to fit before the next 
“you” (Daw, 538).  Some may consider it 
pedestrian, but its meaning to those who 
sing it at the end of  worship, or other 
gatherings have found its meaning  
comforting and a means to bless each other 
individually and as a whole. 

Written as an expansion on the root sense 
of  “good-bye” (God be [with] ye/you), God 

Be with You till We Meet Again has 
appeared in more than 900 hymnals and 
remains a favorite of  many congregations 
to this day and is considered a good 
example of  19th Century Gospel Songs.  

It took on a whole new meaning to me 
when I was a teenager and was attending 
a funeral in Bullard, Texas, with my 
paternal grandparents (stayed with them a 
lot in childhood days and early teens) and 
my maternal grandmother.   The young 
man who had died in a car accident was a 
member of  my Grandmother Watkins’ 
Young Adult, Sunday School class that 
she taught for more than 30 years.  As 
they were closing the casket and all of  us 
standing waiting to follow the casket out 
to be taken for burial a quartet began to 
sing God Be with You  and then some in 
the congregation joined in a cappella.  
When we were outside, I asked her why 
they would sing that song at a funeral.  
She tearfully replied that while it was 
meant for the living it also a blessing for 
the deceased.  As the fourth verse says: 

“God be with you till we meet again; 
keep love’s banner floating o’er you; 

smite death’s threatening wave before 
you; God be with you till we meet again.” 

Pretty much from that time on, while sad 
at the passing of  family, friends and 
others, I have tried to remember that 
God’s love surrounds us, that at the end 
of  all our services in some form or 
another we are asking God to be with us 
as we go back into the world, and that 
God’s love and our community does not 
end with one’s death but in this current 
reality and the next, God is with us till we 
meet again!  
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Answering God’s call to work 
with refugees in Greece 

World Mission April 29, 2020 

Mission co-worker Nadia Ayoub sees light in the 
darkness by Kathy Melvin | Presbyterian News Service 

Before physical distancing, Nadia Ayoub meets with a 
group of  refugee women to do some baking and 
informal worship. (Contributed photo) 

LOUISVILLE — In the fall of  2015, mission co-worker 
Nadia Ayoub was attending a conference with colleagues 
in Budapest when the city’s Keleti train station became 
the epicenter of  the refugee crisis overwhelming Europe. 
She could not forget the images of  children sleeping on 
cardboard, families with not enough to eat and the 
pervasive fear of  what would happen next. 

At that moment she felt a strong call to work with 
refugees. 

Then working with the Roma people in Ukraine, she has 
moved to the city of  Katerini on Greece’s mainland to 
serve in partnership with Perichoresis, a Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) global partner that works to alleviate 
some of  the hardships suffered by refugees. 

Perichoresis provides housing and support for 
approximately 550 refugees in 115 apartments in 
Katerini. Initially people were taking refugees into their 
homes. But it quickly became apparent that was a 
temporary solution. 

In 2015, the Keleti train station in Budapest was the 
epicenter of  Europe’s refugee crisis. (Photo by Burkhard 
Paetzold) 

“When refugees had to camp out in Idomeni, Greece, on 
their Balkan route trail in 2015, members of  the 
Evangelical Church in Greece rediscovered their own 
forced migration story from 100 years ago and decided 
to organize support,” said Burkhard Paetzold, 
Presbyterian World Mission’s regional liaison for Central 
and Western Europe. 

Now their expanded programs include a nursery school, 
sports activities, and socio-therapeutic groups for 
children, adolescents and women. It also supports 
refugees with medical appointments and visits with 
lawyers. 

Before forced isolation from the 
pandemic, Ayoub accompanied 
pregnant women and children to 
doctor’s appointments to facilitate 
communication and be an advocate. 
Currently she serves as a translator. 
She speaks Arabic, English, Russian 
and Hungarian, and her Greek 
vocabulary is expanding rapidly. 

According to the International 
Rescue Committee, the refugee 
population in Greece is about 50,000 
— more than 38,000 on the 
mainland and more than 11,000 on 
the islands. Over half  are women 
and children and of  those, about 
3,000 are traveling alone. 

Ayoub says she sees God at work in 
the families she assists. 

The Fouad family, with whom she 
has an ongoing relationship, has just 
left Greece after five years to seek 
asylum in Germany. Perichoresis 
helped the family, with five children, 
find housing, and the father a job 
with a restaurant. He began by doing 
cleaning; then the owner trained him 
to work in the kitchen. Before he 
left, he was preparing traditional 
Palestinian dishes on a regular basis 
for the customers. 

In early March, the Evangelical 
Church in Athens received a 
message about a single Syrian 
refugee woman with two children 
who was depressed and needed help 
but spoke only Arabic. The church 
sent her information to Nadia to so 
she could communicate with her. 
Arabic is Ayoub’s native language. 

“Every day I sent her a message and 
asked about her and her children,” 
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Before physical distancing, Nadia Ayoub meets 

with a group of refugee women to do some baking 

and informal worship. (Contributed photo) 

she said. “The messages included some Bible 
verses and Christian songs. I thank God that he 
encouraged me to keep talking with her, and 
little by little she started to be comforted. One 
day, she sent me a joyful message to thank me 
for writing to her every day and caring for her 
and her children. Early one morning she sent 
me a Bible message for the first time. I trust the 
Lord is helping her and she is on her way to 
complete healing.” 

Ayoub said refugees lost job opportunities 
during the agricultural season because of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, leaving many in need of  
food. The Greek government promised grants, 
but refugees are not eligible. The Karypidis 
family, a Greek family she sometimes helps with 
translation, was disappointed they could not 
invite refugee families for an Easter celebration. 
Instead, they distributed food to the 20 families 
under their care. The grandfather of  the family 
wrote small messages in Greek; Ayoub 
translated the messages into Arabic to include 
with the food packages. 

“Because most people do not plan to stay in 
Greece, I wondered if  I could create a lasting 
ministry with impact,” she said. “These 
examples show me that I can. I really am seeing 
the goodness of  God in this land.” 

Her work with Perichoresis, Ayoub believes, is 
part of  the Matthew 25 call. “We welcome 
strangers into our homes and offer them 
shelter, food and other things they need,” she 
said. “They are acting as God’s hands and feet 
to take care of  the least of  Christ’s brothers and 
sisters as Jesus taught in Matthew 25 — what 
(we are) to do while waiting for the kingdom of  
God to come. The Greek Evangelical Church 
has set an example for all.” 

Ayoub asks U.S. Presbyterians to keep 
Perichoresis in their prayers. 

“I urge PC(USA) congregations to pray 

fervently for Perichoresis staff  because they 
are the ones who keep it going in the right 
direction. Also, I humbly ask for your 
continued support for me so that I may 
continue to serve God with this God-
founded institution,” she said. 

Born into a Christian family in Egypt, Ayoub 
immigrated to the United States with her 
family in 1985. Before she left Egypt, she 
earned a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
agriculture from Ain Shams University in 
Cairo and a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
Christian theology from the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Cairo. 

She believes her call to serve refugees is 
rooted in her own experience of  being a 
stranger in the many places she has called 
home. Immigrating from Egypt to New 
Jersey necessitated learning a new land and 
culture, as did the many years she spent in 
Central Asia and Ukraine. 

“As I think about my call to serve among 
refugees and strangers,” she said, “I see I was 
that stranger not once but many times. And 
God has always provided individuals and 
communities to welcome me. I only can give 
thanks to God and pray I will be able to 
welcome others and make them feel at home 
in strange places.” 



“Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give 
up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul.”  
 —Samuel Ullman  

“Always laugh when you can. It is cheap 
medicine.”  —Lord Byron  

“Solutions are not found by pointing 
fingers; they are reached by extending 
hands.”  —Aysha Taryam  

“No man stands taller than when he 
stoops to help a child.” 
 —Abraham Lincoln 

An invitation to rest 

Summer calls to mind a slower pace, time 
off  from school and work. But many still 
face daily demands this time of  year: 
farmers work long hours; teachers may 
take seasonal work to make ends meet; 
parents with kids now home all day may 
catch up on work late at night. Still, may 
the longer days and warmer weather 
beckon you into a bit of  free time this 
season. Listen:  

“When you take time to replenish your 
spirit, it allows you to serve others from 
the overflow. You cannot serve from an 
empty vessel.”  —Eleanor Brownn 
  (public speaker and educator)  

“Sometimes it's important to work for 
that pot of  gold. But other times it's 
essential … to make sure that your most 
important decision in the day [is] which 
color to slide down on the rainbow.”  
 —Douglas Pagels (author)  

“Rest time is not waste time; it is 
economy to gather fresh strength. … In 
the long run, we shall do more by 
sometimes doing less.” 
 —Charles Spurgeon  

Come to me, all you that are weary … 
and I will give you rest. … For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
  —Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30) 
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Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a 

season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven.” Which of the following are mentioned in 

the list that follows?  

 

A. a time to teach, and a time to learn  

B. a time to mourn, and a time to dance  

C. a time to fast, and a time to eat  

D. a time to work, and a time to rest  

Answer: B (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.)  

Scripture Readings for June 

1 Matt. 13:44–52  
2 Matt. 13:53–58  
3 Matt. 14:1–12  
4 Matt. 14:13–21  
5 Matt. 14:22–36  
6 Matt. 15:1–20  
7 John 1:29–34  
8 Matt. 15:21–28  
9 Matt. 15:29–39  
10 Matt. 16:1–12  

11 Matt. 16:13–20  
12 Matt. 16:21–28  
13 Matt. 17:1–13  
14 Luke 12:41–48  
15 Matt. 17:14–21  
16 Matt. 17:22–27  
17 Matt. 18:1–9  
18 Matt. 18:10–20  
19 Matt. 18:21–35  
20 Matt. 19:1–12  

21 Luke 12:49–56  
22 Matt. 19:13–22  
23 Matt. 19:23–30  
24 Matt. 20:1–16  
25 Matt. 20:17–28  
26 Matt. 20:29–34  
27 Matt. 21:1–11  
28 Luke 13:10–17  
29 Matt. 21:12–22  
30  Matt. 21:23–32  

A religious women upon waking up each 
morning would open her front door stand on 
the porch and scream, “Praise the Lord.” This 
infuriated her atheist neighbor who would 
always make sure to counter back, “there is no 
Lord.” One morning the atheist neighbor 
overheard his neighbor praying for food, 
thinking it would be funny, he went and 
bought her all sorts of  groceries and left them 
on her porch. The next morning the lady 
screamed, “praise the Lord, who gave me this 
food.” The neighbor laughing so hard he could 
barely get the words out screamed “it wasn’t 
the Lord, it was me.” The lady without missing 
a beat screamed “praise the Lord for not only 
giving me food but making the atheist pay for 
it!!” 
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A Surprising Solution 

The only solution for being broken is … 
brokenness. By brokenness, I mean the 
acknowledgment of  it, the full and 
unflinching acceptance that we are bankrupt, 
poor in spirit and have nothing to offer. In 
our culture, that’s a hard sell. … Brokenness 
is not trending on Twitter. It’s not written on 
anyone’s résumé, and it’s no business strategy 
at all. It is, however, the one hope Jesus holds 
out for us, the inside-out, upside-down way 
that is somehow the only path that ultimately 
is right side up. Embrace the paradox: 
brokenness is the way to wholeness.  
 ―Kyle Idleman, The End of  Me 

You may securely give from our website and via 

text message, you can even set up recurring 

donations.  If  you’d like to activate your account, 

please contact the church office by email at 

officeadmin@eastminsterdallas.org or by calling 

(214) 381-4693.  We’ll then email you so you can 

get started today.  

Highly esteemed 

After returning from a lengthy mission 
trip overseas, John Huffman and his 
fellow passengers were held up in 
customs for two hours. When he finally 
made it to the packed airport lobby, 
Huffman realized it might take a while 
to find his family. But suddenly his 3-
year-old daughter ran toward him 
yelling, “Daddy! Daddy! That’s my 
daddy!” and launched into his arms.  

“What a welcome,” he writes. “I have 
never felt so loved and acknowledged in 
my life.” Perhaps that’s how God feels 
when we call on his name in worship 
and prayer, acknowledging him as our 
heavenly Father — and honoring him 
above all else. 
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Sharon Smith 6-4 

John Randall 6-6 

Chandra Karlen 6-8 

Kenneth Kraft 6-9 

Daniel Pappas 6-11 

Drew Turner 6-14 

Heather Crabtree 6-19 

Emily Barraza 6-27 

Alicia Almanza 6-28 

Susan Barraza 6-29 

Nina Uche 6-30 

Denise Veloz 6-30 

 

Ginny & Harvey Beatty 6/6 

Philis & Dick Knox 6/7 

Shirlene & Fred Watkins 6/13 

Cheryl & Joe Gonzales 6/17 

Sherry & Gary Holloman 6/18 

Stacie & Brent West 6/22 

Charlotte & Bruce Turner 6/26 

All dates and events are subject to change. 

June 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (6, 13, 20, 27) 
Choir Practice - Wednesdays (3, 10, 17, 24) 
7 Communion Sunday; Committee Meetings: CCC, 

CE, Outreach 12:30 p.m. 
9 EPW (7:00 p.m.) 
14 Committee Meetings: H&P 5 pm, Worship 8:30 am 
21 Stated Session Meeting 
22 Newsletter Deadline 
28 Stated Session Meeting 

July 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (4, 11, 18, 25 ) 
3 Office Closed 
5 Communion – Intinction 
13-18 SYNOD Youth Workshop ( 
20 Newsletter Deadline 

August 
Neighborhood breakfast every Saturday (1, 8, 15, 22, 29) 
Choir practice—Wednesdays (5, 12, 19, 26) 
2 Communion; Committee Meeting: Outreach & CCC 

12:30 p.m. 
9 Committee Meeting:  Stewardship, H&P 5 p.m., 

Worship 8:30 a.m. 
16 Stated Session Meeting; (2021 Budget figures due to 

Treasurer within 5 days) 
17 Newsletter Deadline 
18 PCHAS Book Review 
26 Choir Dinner and practice resumes 
30 Rally Day; pot luck; choir is back 



 

 

 

Janice Bell 

Denise Bennett 

Tony Bennett 

Kayla Dixon 

Ronnie Dixon 

Kathy Kreger 

Paul McLin 

Janet Muller 

Michele Pappas 

Helen Randolph 

Vicki Thiebaud 

Bruce Turner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Sherry Holloman 
Director of Music Fred P. Watkins 

Organist Melody S. Davis 

Administrative Assistant Chandra Anderson 

Hostess/Housekeeper Minerva Hernandez 

Child Care Provider Betty Crabtree 
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A Kindled Fire 

“I can worship outside among nature just 
as well as I can inside a church building.” 
That claim is especially common during 
the summer, when church attendance 
tends to decline.  

Certainly it’s possible to worship and talk 
to God among his creation. In fact, 
George Washington Carver called nature 
“an unlimited broadcasting station, 
through which God speaks to us every 
hour, if  we will only tune in.” And Martin 
Luther said, “God writes the Gospel not 
in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and 
in the flowers and clouds and stars.”  

Yet corporate, or church, worship is still 
vital. Luther also noted: “At home, in my 
own house, there is no warmth or vigor 
in me, but in the church when the 
multitude is gathered together, a fire is 
kindled in my heart and it breaks its way 
through.” When we’re away from God’s 
house, we miss blessings and 
opportunities including communion, 
fellowship and support. So this summer, 
spend time in nature but don’t neglect “to 
meet together” (see Hebrews 10:25)! 



Special dates 

• Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020  

• Flag Day, June 14, 2020  

• First day of summer, June 20, 2020  

• Father’s Day, June 21, 2020 

HIGHLIGHTS from the STATED SESSION MEETING 

April 20, 2020 

 Update from Security Task Force:  Recommendation:  as a motion from the committee, 
it was approved to add Fred Watkins as a member of  the Task Force and to lead a sub-
committee with members of  Fred’s choosing formed for the purpose of  setting an 
emergency response plan for EPC. 

 Update from Nursery Advisory Group:  Work is proceeding on repairs to the nursery 
on damage caused by broken plumbing using funds received from insurance payments.  
The advisory group met and began plans for paint, windows, flooring and other 
upgrades. 

 Update on EPC Mailbox and USPS:  Motion made, seconded and approved to 
authorize EPC employees Sherry Holloman and Chandra Anderson to retrieve the 
church’s mail at the USPS Medrano Post Office on Ferguson Road in Dallas.  The Clerk 
of  Session will advise the station postmaster via letter.  The congregation will be 
informed of  the burglary of  the mailbox by email and snail mail distribution.  

 Create Task Force to Research Video Equipment for Worship Services:  Motion made, 
seconded and approved to assemble a taskforce with Fred Watkins and Sean Turner 
participating. The Session asks these members to build the taskforce from the 
congregation. The task force will report to the Worship Committee. 

 Create Task Force for Re-entry:  Motion made, seconded and approved to create a Task 
Force to address the steps to the church building being reopened after the Dallas 
County Covid-19 social distancing restrictions are loosened/cancelled.  The task force 
will be formed with session members Paul McLin (chair), Kathy Kreger, Denise 
Bennett, and Michele Pappas, and asking Vicki Cook and Rhonda Kraft to represent the 
congregation.  The task force will report to the pastor. 

 TREASURER’S REPORT: Review of  Paycheck Protection Program: EPC received 
$40,636 following the application by the treasurer for the funds. 

 Motion made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report and to include it in the 
minutes.  Prayer of  thanksgiving was given for the gifts to the church and the 
faithfulness of  the congregation. 

Total Revenues, Year To Date March 2020: $84,783.49 

Total Expenses, Year To Date March 2020: $76,020.76 

Total Current Assets, Year To Date March 2020: $104,428.48 


