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We’ve A Story to Tell
…and so many ways to tell it!
We have a story to tell about God’s saving and reconciling love in Christ, and how the
Spirit makes that story more powerful as we live out what we are telling!

It is no secret that gathering at the physical location of Eastminster has its difficulties.
The metroplex—north, south, east and west—keeps pushing out boundaries further
and further. With more space, more homes, more traffic, more road destruction and
construction, our travels to the church, even on Sunday mornings can sometimes turn
into a journey of frustration and angst.
Speaking of journeying, how many remember this postal service motto: “Neither
snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift
completion of their appointed rounds”? As 2020 turned so much of living upside
down, we might modify that motto to read like this: Neither snow nor rain nor heat
nor gloom of night nor distance, traffic, destruction, construction and (you add your
own difficulty) will keep us from telling God’s Good News story”!
For all that was unsettling about the past year plus, we have been gifted with the
reminder that God’s story is not and cannot be confined to Sunday morning, nor to
any structure. Technology has opened new avenues of togetherness in reading,
exploring, praying and living scripture. Feeling called to share scripture in many ways
and many venues, I want to invite you to walk along side me week by week as we move
toward the scriptures for Sunday worship. So, here are some opportunities:
1) On Tuesdays you will receive an email with the focus scripture for the week.
Included will be a short summary and a few questions to ponder as you read and
think about how God’s Word empowers your life and how you can, in return, tell
God’s story of life and love to others.
2) On Wednesdays, you will receive two Zoom links: one for 10:30 a.m. and another
for 1:30 p.m. I will be available both of those times and invite you, if you would
like, to join either one of those by clicking the link and jumping in. I intend this to
be more of a discussion, not a detailed Bible study about the text you have received
the day before. We will visit about 20 minutes, and, as always, we will pray together.

This will be casual by design and a join-as-you-can adventure. No need to sign up
or notify me that you are participating and these will be self-contained sessions, so
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join as each week allows you. I’ll see
you on the screen when I see you!
3) On Thursday evenings, you can expect a
short voice message with prayer and a
word or two about the Sunday’s
scripture.
My greatest prayer is that these offerings
prepare your hearts and minds in a variety
of ways, so that the difficulties of
gathering together at the church on
Sundays does not outweigh the enriched
and blessed experience you have had
because you have been walking God’s story
for the week together.
Let God’s story continue,
Pastor Sherry

WELCOME HOME,
CHILDREN OF GOD!
AUGUST 29, 2021

The Searchers (Fred’s) Sunday School
class had our first onsite, in person, backat-church class on Sunday, July 18. We
started an 8 week session titled
“Presbyterianism, Churches, and Change.”
First, we completed a questionnaire,
“Where Are We Right Now?” Then we
discussed neighborhood churches. We
handed out copies of the book, “Autopsy
of a Dying Church.”
In future weeks, we’ll finish discussing the
questionnaire, go over the news article
such as: “Public Trust We Can Build On”
and the Alban Institute’s, “The Shape of
the Future.”
The class will look at the societal trends,
Presbyterian challenges, and Eastminster’s
future. It is meant to serve as a glimpse
into some of the issues that are facing
each of us as Christians and Eastminster
as a church community.
It is not too late to join in. All are
welcome. Coffee, juice, and rolls will be
served. We still have books available.
See you Sunday!

Celebration and rededication of our newly
restored facility!
Details coming soon!
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Many congregations may
take these words, sung
weekly, of the Gloria
Patri/Doxology (Glory To
God hymnal (“GTG”), pages 580 and 581,
respectively) for granted. Like many parts
of liturgy, their roots extend to the
deepest levels of our praise and prayer.

“Blessed is/be the name of the
glory/honor of His kingdom forever
and ever.”
The “Baruch” is a berakhah added in
the rabbinic tradition. It is very similar
to Psalm 72:19: “Blessed be His
glorious name forever.”

Early Christians adapted the Jewish
form to include the Triune God and
the Trinity’s eternal nature: “world
without end.” Scholars suggest that the
opening Trinitarian formula is taken
from the Great Commission in
Matthew: “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Any
Trinitarian affirmation at the
In the Jewish context, a doxology blesses
conclusion of a prayer became known
the One God and God’s everlasting
as a “doxology.” The Lesser Doxology
nature. For example, Psalm 41:13 states:
has for centuries been chanted in Latin
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from at the conclusion of psalms and
everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen and
canticles, especially in the daily
Amen” (KJV). This is a form of berakhah monastic prayers. The Greater
(blessing or benediction) that pervades
Doxology is the fourth-century hymn
Jewish liturgy and life. The Sh’ma is the
Gloria in Excelsis Deo, the incipit
most famous and prevalent statement in
(opening line) of which was drawn
Reform Jewish liturgy that addresses these from the angel’s canticle, Luke 2:14.
criteria:
This non-biblical canticle was
introduced during the fourth-century
Sh’ma Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai
Christological controversies as a
Eḥad  (הֵ ינוּ ְיהוָה אֶ ָ ָֽח ד ְֱשׁ מַ ע ִי ְשׂ ָ ראֵ ל יְ הוָה אcorrective to Arianism (a doctrine
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the attributed to Arius, c. 256–336)
claiming that Jesus was subordinate to
Lord is One.” (Deuteronomy 6:4)
God the Father. The Gloria became a
Baruch shem k’vod malchuto l’olam vaed stable part of the ordinary (fixed)
(שֵׁ ם כְּ בוֹד מַ לְ כוּתוֹ לְ עוֹלָם ָוﬠֶד בָּ רוּ
Continued on Page 4
The text of the Gloria Patri falls into the
broader category of doxology – in the
Greek doxologia or “words of glory.”
Doxology has its roots in the Hebrew
liturgy and the psalms as the kaddish. The
kaddish is a doxology recited after the
verses of a song. Its recitation signals the
conclusion of one of the sections of the
liturgy and has many different forms and
purposes.
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Notes, Continued from Page 3

in Dutch. Check this one out on
sections of the Roman Catholic mass except YouTube:
during Advent and Lent when it is omitted.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
Protestants often limit the doxology to a
=vWV3aAPjMzo.
single stanza from morning and evening
hymns composed by Anglican Bishop
There is a lot more to say and
Thomas Ken (1637–1711) for a resident
compare the various versions and
boys’ school. While the four lines of this
their uses in liturgy and in many
well-known stanza are Trinitarian, Ken does sacred anthems and other choral
not specifically mention the eternal nature
pieces, but the main reason for
of the Trinity. However, he references the
writing and researching some on the
cosmic perspective of our praise to God –
Gloria and Doxology is to remind
taking place both on earth and in heaven:
you that they have a long standing
place in our liturgy dating back to the
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
very early 1st century, and they are
Praise him, all creatures here below;
praises to God that remind us each
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host,
week of one of the cornerstones of
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Christian beliefs of the Trinity. I
hope that as with all our hymns and
We sing the Gloria Patri to the Greatorex
tune p. 581 and sometimes the Meneke tune, music, you will take some time to
mediate on the words of our music.
which was in the 1940s Presbyterian Hymnal
but isn’t in GTG. We often sing the more
As of this writing, I’m doing pretty
recent version found on p. 582. There is
well have some good days and some
another version called the Old Scottish
bad but lots of progress in healing
Version. Like the Jewish tradition of
and much more by the time you are
adding their version of Doxology and
reading this. Thank you for you
Gloria Patri in various sections, so have the
thoughts, prayers, cards, phone calls
Christian Hymn writers used phrases from
and concern.
both in their hymns. Check out “All
Creatures of Our God and King,” (GTG; p. God Bless you,
15) and “Now Thank We All Our God”
Fred
(GTG, p. 643); just to name a couple of
hymns that have long been in use, and from
more current writers: “Baptized With
Water” (GTG, p. 482) and “They’ll Know
We are Christians By Our Love” (GTG, p.
300). There is a more contemporary version
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June 1
June 8
June 15
June 22

Families
115
115
157
146

Adults
257
266
346
322

Seniors
32
40
38
51

Children
262
263
345
366

Persons
551
569
729
739

June 29
Totals

144
677

310
1,501

36
197

324
1,560

670
3,258

How deep is your faith?
Lyrics to the Bee Gees’ 1970s hit song “How
Deep Is Your Love” came to mind as I pondered
the “depths” of my faith. Sometimes I prefer to
stay securely in the shallow end, while other times
I fearlessly launch off the diving board, ready and
willing to be drenched by God’s love.
If you’ve ever tried to coax young swimmers to
jump into the deep end of a pool, you may
remember their excitement (and relief) after they
finally take the plunge into your arms. To
experience that joy in your spiritual life, evaluate
your location in your own faith “pool.” Are you
wading safely in the shallows or exploring the
freedom of the depths? No matter where you’re
at, you can jump confidently into Jesus’
outstretched arms. From the edge, hear his
promises: “Jump in! I’ll catch you! I’ll keep you
safe! Trust me!”
—Julie Lee

The miracle of summer
A team of Sunday school teachers faced
boisterous youngsters on Rally Day, the start of a
new education year. Because kids were reuniting
after a break, they were eager to chat about
vacations. To restore order, a teacher asked the
children to take turns sharing a favorite Bible
verse, story or miracle. One, who still had
summer on the brain, exclaimed, “I like the time
when everybody loafs and fishes!”

Pounds
11,811
5,863
9,413
10,021
8,610
45,718

All of me
Late in his life, Salvation Army founder
William Booth was asked to explain how
and why God had used him so mightily.
His response: “God has had all there
was of me. There have been men with
greater brains than I, men with greater
opportunities, but from the day I got the
poor of London on my heart and the
vision of what Jesus Christ could do
with the poor of London, I made up my
mind that God would have all of
William Booth there was.”

A prayer about slowing down
God beyond time … teach us to pause
in this moment, to tuck ourselves into
the curve of your slow arm, that we may
know the miracle of now, the gift of this
moment: you beside and beyond us,
welcoming us outside of all we measure,
and standing with us in it. May we see
the goodness of our still hours and days,
sunrises, sunsets, and the darkness
where our rest is found.
—Micha Boyett in A Rhythm of
Prayer (edited by Sarah Bessey)
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Remodeling is still going
on at Eastminster. The
Fellowship Hall and the
two serving bathrooms
were completed for the
July 4th celebration. The
rest of the remodel
project will be completed by August
22nd. We had a delay in the delivery of
the remaining carpet so that has pushed
completion back by about 3 weeks.
What is left to be done is carpeting the
conference room, multipurpose room,
two classrooms, the chapel and the
closet behind the fellowship hall. After
the carpet is installed then the cove base
will be installed along with completion
of the wood work in the chapel. The
Pods have been emptied and they
should be removed the week of July
22nd.
All of the exterior lights should be in
working order by the week of July 27th.
A lot of issues have been found and
hopefully these repairs will be the last of
them for a while. We will have the
church’s roof replaced in September.
Our insurance provider, Travelers

The cloister is
almost completed!

Insurance, has given the church a complete
loss to the church due to hail damage.
I thank you for your patience with the
contractors and the House and Property
Committee during the past 3 months. We
are almost there and we can celebrate
having our house in order in August.
Please be cautious when entering the
remodeling project area. The bathrooms
in this area are usable but have not been
cleaned for everyday use.
Blessings,
Blair Garrett
Chairman
House and Property Committee

The shelves are in, the carpet is in
place, now for the baseboards!

Ready for carpet!

The
Searchers
are meeting
in the
classroom
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Saved from ourselves

A glimpse of grace

“I do not do what I want,” writes the
apostle Paul in frustration, “but I do the
very thing I hate” (Romans 7:15, ESV).
Which of us hasn’t felt disappointed in our
own actions at some point? For spouting
off instead of holding our tongue, turning
in a mediocre assignment when we could
have done better, turning away from a
friend in need because of peer pressure or
uncertainty?

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the
waters; and you who have no money, come,
buy and eat!” (Isaiah 55:1, NIV). I thought
of this verse when I read about a seven-acre
farm in Atlanta where people can pick fruits
and veggies straight off the trees and vines,
like a fresh-air produce market but bigger
— and all free!

Inner conflict is part of human nature.
Consider part of William Cowper’s poemprayer “The Contrite Heart”:
I sometimes think myself inclined
to love Thee if I could;
but often feel another mind,
averse to all that’s good.

My best desires are faint and few,
I fain would strive for more;
but when I cry, “My strength renew!”
seem weaker than before.
So what can we do? “Who will deliver me
from this body of death?” cries Paul in
verse 24. But then his despair turns into a
profound “aha!” moment: None of us can
rescue ourselves. We are saved, again and
again, by divine love and forgiveness.
“Thanks be to God,” we declare with Paul
in verse 24, “through Jesus Christ our
Lord!”

The Food Forest at Browns Mill, located
amid a “food desert” in a city where onefourth of the population experiences food
insecurity, offers 2,500 edible and medicinal
plants for anyone in need. People take only
what they can use, and volunteers harvest
extras to distribute in the community. It’s
one of about 70 free-food forests in the
United States. To me, it looks like a glimmer
of God’s kingdom.
Imagine a world where everyone’s basic
needs are met: food, clean water, shelter,
clothing, health care, education, meaningful
work, love — and the fulfillment of
assisting and supporting one another. Isaiah
envisions this reality coming true.
Sometimes, even in our troubled world, we
catch a glimpse of God’s abundant grace,
tangibly lavished on all. Even better,
sometimes we’re blessed with the privilege
of helping it happen.
—Heidi Hyland Mann
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What was the name of the queen who
refused to appear before the king of
Persia and his guests and, as a result, was
deposed?
A. Esther
B. Jael
C. Vashti
D. Milcah
Answer: C (See Esther 1:12.)

Scripture Readings for August
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

2 Sam. 6:12–23
2 Sam. 7:1–17
2 Sam. 7:18–29
2 Sam. 9:1–13
2 Sam. 11:1–27
2 Sam. 12:1–14
2 Sam. 12:15–31
2 Sam. 13:1–22
2 Sam. 13:23–39
2 Sam. 14:1–20

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

2 Sam. 14:21–33
2 Sam. 15:1–18
2 Sam. 15:19–37
2 Sam. 16:1–23
2 Sam. 17:1–23
2 Sam. 17:24–18:8
2 Sam. 18:9–18
2 Sam. 18:19–33
2 Sam. 19:1–23
2 Sam. 19:24–43
2 Sam. 23:1–7, 13–17

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

2 Sam. 24:1–2, 10–25
1 Kings 1:(1–4) 5–31
1 Kings 1:32–2:4 (5–46)
1 Kings 3:1–15
1 Kings 3:16–28
1 Kings 5:1–6:1, 7
1 Kings 7:51–8:21
1 Kings 8:22–30 (31–40)
2 Chron. 6:32–7:7
1 Kings 8:65–9:9
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Dear heavenly Father,
Open my eyes, Creator of
the universe, that I may see
your heavens, the work of
your fingers, the moon and
the stars that you have
established; open my ears,
that I may hear what the heavens are telling
me about your glory, which transcends all
material bounds and yet deigns to reside
with human beings.
May I ever marvel at your tender care for us,
and give you thanks and praise forever.
Amen.
—Prayer suggested by Psalms 8 & 19
The power of listening
“The most basic and powerful way to
connect to another person is to listen,” says
Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen, author and
integrative medicine professor. “Perhaps the
most important thing we ever give each
other is our attention.”
Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges,
“Let anyone with ears to hear listen” (verses
9 & 23, NRSV). One way we show what
Jesus means to us is by truly listening to his
word — not just hearing sounds but being
attentive and intentional. Likewise, one way
we love and serve others is by respectfully
listening to them: not assuming we know
what they feel or mean or will say; not
planning what to say even as they’re still
speaking, but listening deeply to learn about
them and their experience.

Remen says, “A loving silence often
has … power to heal and to connect.”
Don’t underestimate something as
basic and doable as listening as a way
to practice Christlike love.

Forecast: 100% goodness
While Stan Purdum pastored an Ohio
church in 1988, the region suffered a
major drought. Congregants who were
farmers saw their fields — and
livelihoods — dry up and die. “I was
impressed that they didn’t stop
attending church and kept giving
offerings,” he says. “A cynic might
respond, ‘Well, the farmers don’t want
to offend God and cause him to
withhold more rain.’ But I concluded,
‘Look at their remarkable faith.’”
During the drought, Purdum gave a
sermon about Elijah challenging the
prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:20-40).
“Like Elijah, we need to hold on to
our belief in God’s goodness,” he
preached. “God will again send rain
on our land. We will continue to pray
for it. Perhaps it’s too late for this
year's crop, and we need to care for
the people affected. But we do so
while maintaining our faith in God’s
providence.”

We often think living our faith calls for great
accomplishments or worldwide reach. But
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Friends with binoculars
At a beautiful outdoor wedding
reception in the Colorado foothills, a
group of us noticed
a family of black
bears on the next
hill. We were so
excited because we’d
never seen them in the wild! When
some friends grabbed binoculars from
their car, however, we realized the
creatures were merely grazing cows.
Now I tell this story whenever I’m
asked what exciting wildlife I’ve
encountered in the mountains. It gets a
good laugh but also reminds me that I
desperately need friends with
binoculars. Instead of surrounding
myself with people who automatically
agree with me and don’t challenge my
perceptions, I need friends in my life
who search with me for answers,
accuracy and truth. Let’s all be on the
“lookout” for friends with binoculars!
—Janna Firestone
“Teaching a child not to step on a
caterpillar is as valuable to the child as
it is to the caterpillar.”
—Bradley Miller
“The world goes on because of those
who close their lips when they meet
hostility from others.”
—Rebbe Nachman of Breslov
“Prayer is a moment of incarnation —
God with us. God involved in the
details of my life.”
—Paul E. Miller

Sunday best
Throughout the pandemic, 82-year-old La
Verne Ford Wimberly of Tulsa, Oklahoma,
donned her Sunday best — emphasis
on best — to worship online from home
every week. The retired educator, who
coordinates her colorful outfits and hats (she
owns at least 50!), didn’t want to “get in the
habit of just slouching around” during
lockdown.
To uplift fellow church members, Wimberly
posted weekly selfies and encouraging words.
The goal, she says, was to let people know
“that if we continue to believe in ourselves,
network together, trust in God, keep the faith,
then we will be okay.”
Though Wimberly’s style is impeccable,
friends say she’s even more beautiful on the
inside. Her fashion sense “is merely an outer
expression of her inner wisdom, wit and
grace,” says her pastor, Ray Owens. Church
staffer Robin Watkins
concurs, saying
Wimberly’s “heart is as
beautiful as each outfit
she has shared with us.”
Sleep is a daily reminder from God that we
are not God. Once a day God sends us to
bed like patients with a
sickness. The sickness is a
chronic tendency to think
we are in control and that
our work is indispensable.
To cure us of this disease, God turns us into
helpless sacks of sand once a day.
—John Piper
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Shirlene Watkins
Karli Gibbs
Margret Pearce
Doris Laporte
Toni Bacon
Hannah Blair
Janet Muller
Kale Karlen

8-1
8 -2
8-6
8-8
8-18
8-21
8-25
8-26

Denise & Tony Bennett

8-4

Kathy & Tim Kreger

8-13

Denise & Oscar Veloz

8-24

Denise Bennett
Betty Crabtree
Kayla Dixon
Ronnie Dixon
Blair Garrett
Kathy Kreger
Jim Lee
Michele Pappas
Helen Randolph
Vicki Thiebaud
Charlotte Turner

Pastor
Director of Music
Organist
Administrative Assistant
Hostess/Housekeeper

Child Care Provider

Sherry Holloman
Fred P. Watkins
Melody S. Davis
Chandra Anderson
Minerva Hernandez
Betty Crabtree
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HIGHLIGHTS from the STATED SESSION MEETING
June, 2021
Discussion of the sale of 2 acres of unused church property.
The official letter from the bank showing that the PPP loan has been forgiven, the
SBA paid BBVA on our behalf.
Updates: Building Repairs and Restoration: Additional costs to the restoration
project. The current contract amount is $138,796.94. The items that have been bid as
additions are as follows:
Carpeting for Toddler Room
$1,923.01
Carpeting for Fellowship Closet
$1,345.60
Carpeting for Conference Room
$1,315.60
Carpeting for Cloister Hallway
$1,365.84
Vinyl Flooring for Main Hallways
$6,683.28
Encapsulation of Asbestos in expanded area.
$1,440.00
Rental of Storage Pods
$1,260.00
MDF baseboard in main hallway areas
$2,288.00
Total of Proposed Additions
$17,621.33
Safe Deposit Box has been secured at BBVA. The instructions are currently being
updated for the Trustees.
Letter from 2020 Financial Review Committee: Motion made, seconded and
approved to accept the Financial Review Committee’s Report.
FYI: Fred Watkins' surgery and recovery time
Administrative Assistant vacation August 2 - 9.

Special dates


Purple Heart Day — August 7, 2021

